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DEPOSITION OF GERALD PATRICK HEMMING 
Miami, Florida - March 21, 1978 


DPOB - 3/1/37 at Lss Angeles, California {p 4) 

He received training in the Marine Corps — primarily in air control 
(pp 5-8) 

He took free flights to other bases (including Atsugi four times), but 
never saw Oswald (pp 9-10) 

Upon leaving the Marines, he became involved in obtaining weapons for 
the Cuban rebels (pp 10-12) 

Before his separation from the service, Naval Intelligence became aware 
of his activities in weapons supplying, and attempted to recruit him 
(pp 13-15) 

While still in the Marines, he spent more than one weekend in Cuba — 
contacting 26th of July people (pp 19-21) 

As a teenager, he developed an interest in "irregular", guerrila warfare 
(pp 21-23) 


He went to Cuba in February, 1959, and was approached by William Morgan 
and Col. Kail, to determine which way Camillio Cienfuegos would go. (pp 24-26) 

Camillio Cienfuegos was Chief of the Army, and Hemming was a Major (pp 27-28) 

During 1959, Hemming was a parachute instructor in the Cuban Air Force ■ S 

(pp 30-33) “ 

: tJ 

Hemming went to Cuba intending to watch a communist government develop. 

He, secretly, was never in favor of the Castro government (pp 42-45) 

He met Frank Fiorini (Sturgis), but did not trust him (pp 45-46) 

Upon leaving Cuba in September, 1960, he stayed in Mexico City for 
two weeks and had contact with Sylvia Duran (pp 49-50, 62-63) 

Upon returning to Miami, Hemming was aware of Sturgis, but thought it 
best to avoid him and not work with him (pp 56-59) 

He was aware of Howard Hunt, but never worked with him (pp 59-60) 

Hemming believes Sturgis was working for Military Intelligence (pp 61-62) 

Upon leaving Cuba and Castro, Hemming had a meeting with Harry Bridges 
(Head of Longshore Workers Union) and described the disaffection with 
Castro (pp 65-67) 

Hemming had nothing to do with the Bay of Pigs invasion (p 71) 
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 2 


Hemming met Dick Watley and suspected him to be a penetrator on behalf 
of Military Intelligence (p 80) He was "Sturgis' right hand man"(p 81) 

In 1962 he applied to be employed by the CIA, but was turned down (pp 86-87) 

They acquired a yacht through Sam Benton and set up a camp at No Name Key (p 87) 

Hemming, Howard Davis, Watley, et al , sought out influential people in 
an effort to "lobby" for their anti-Castro cause (pp 88-90) 

He met Rich Lauchli in early 1963 and acquired weapons through him (pp 91-92) 

In late 1962 they were "running a training syllabus" at No Name Key 
(pp 93-98) Americans present were; Hemming, Howard Davis, Dick Watley, 

James Lewis, Ronald Ponce de Leon, Joe Gorman, Bill Seymour, Lawrenc e 
Dennis Hard^^or, Tom Duncan, Steve Wilson, and Justin Wilson (p"?4) 

TheyhaeTbeen associated with Felipe Vidal Santiago, who was on "a 
loose retainer" with both CIA and ONI (95) They were arrested by 
Cesar Diosdado (p 98) 

After that arrest, he returned to Los Angeles, and a female reporter 
who "was working for somebody" referred Loran Hall to him. That 
circumstance "blew his cover right off the bat" (pp 99-101) 

Hemming introduced Hall to other informants (pp 101-102) 

Hemming pawned his rifle to Dick Hathcock (pp 102-104) 

Q 

On the trip back to Miami, Hemming met Robert Morris, who introduced him lo 

to Lester Logue (pp 104-107) He warned Logue that Hall might be 
"working for somebody", (p 106) 

They proceeded on to New Orleans, where Hemming met with Frank Bartes, 

Luis Rabel , and Larry Laborde — leaving Hall in the car (pp 108-110) 

Upon arriving in Florida, Hall attempted to restablish contact with 
Santo Trafficante (pp 115-116) 

Hemming introduced Bayo to John Martino, and arrainged for financing 
from a Haitian group. Once the money was secured, Sturgis showed up 
"from nowhere" (pp 118-122) 

Loran Hall was asked because he had taken sides with Enrique Molina 
Rivera, who was not trusted by the others (p 122) 

Though he attempted to insert himself, Sturgis was excluded from 
participation in the Bayo-Pawley Raid (p 126) 
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 3 


Martino told Hemming that the real purpose of the Bayo-Pawley Raid was 
to kill Castro (pp 128-129) 

The Operation 40 group was the intended new government for Cuba -- 
they were sponsored by Carlos Marcello and Leander Perez (pp 130-131) 

Their Miami organized crime contacts were Mike McLaney and Norman 
Rothman. Howard Davis introduced them (p 132-133) 

Sam Benton wanted Hemming ‘s group to take over a Cuban vessel on the 
St. Lawrence Seaway, but they declined to become pirates (p 135) 

In May or June of 1962, at Luis Rabel's house. Hemming met Rabel , 

Frank Bartes, Larry Laborde, Guy Banister, Demorenschield and there 
was an attache case filled in $100 bills. The purpose was to pay 
for assassinating Fidel Castro. Hemming declined because he thought 
Raul Castro would be even worse (pp 136-141) 

After leaving, he only returned to Cuba once - in 1961 (p 142) 

He once heard a suggestion that Kennedy should be assassinated, with 
Lester Logue's group in Dallas, and the same group came to Miami and 
made a similar offer to Tony Questa and Alpha 66 (pp 142-144) 

Hemming made an inspection trip in a plane outside of New Orleans in 
order to find a site for a training camp. He observed David Ferrie S 

(pp 147-150) 

o 

The New Orleans plan became public knowledge, so he decided to not have m 

any training there. The airplane was owned by Wm. Reilly (Coffee Company), . w 

was flown by a Civil Air Patrol pilot, and was obtained by Larry Laborde 
from David Ferrie (pp 151-154) 

He was upset about the disappearance of Alex Rorke, and Attorney Ellis 
Rubin (Sturgis's current lawyer) contacted him to do something about 
it. (pp 157-159) 

On the day that JFK was to land in Miami, he was asked to be at the 
airport, armed, to help with problems. He advised he would be there 
unarmed (pp 164-166) 

He was at home in Miami when the assassination occurred (pp 166-167) 

He phoned Logue and other people in Dallas, warning them to stay away 
from Loran Hall, since he "had his gun" (pp 167-169) 

The Marita Lorenz story is false (pp 170-171) 
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HEMMING DEPO - P. 4 


Hemming was upset, on 11/22/63 that so many people were on their way 
to Dallas to raise money from his sources (pp 171-176) 

Hemming had the "impression" that Sturgis was in Dallas the week of 
the assassination (p 177) 

Although Hemming was never associated with a church, he did have a 
meeting with Laborde in one in 1962,; "they would never bug a church 
(pp 179-181) 

Right after Castro took over in Cuba, Hemming was in the Cuban consulate 
in Monterey Park, California, and Oswald arrived. Oswald seemed to 
know a lot about Hemming 's background, and Hemming was suspicious (pp 188-189) 

(pp 181-190) 

On another occasion he met Oswald, after his group had been arrested at 
No Name Key in December, 1962. Oswald had been trying to infiltrate 
Hemming 's group at the motel where they were being detained (pp 190-193) 

"Last year", while in Los Angeles, Lawrence Howard reminded Hemming of 
the incident with Oswald at the Motel after the arrest. Hargraves and 
Ashman also saw Oswald (ppl96-198) 

Hemming met Jack Ruby, in September or October, 1959, at William Morgan's 
house in Cuba. Ruby had sold inferior jeeps to the Cuban Air Force, and 
Hemming had a few choice words about them. They were filmed by Clete g 

Roberts of Channel 13 in Los Angeles. (ppl98-204) ^ 

o 

In late Summer of -1963, Hemming first met Bernardo de Torres in a w 

Military Intelligence office — thought he worked there (pp 207-208) i j « 

He first met Marita Lorenz at Perez Jiminez home in 1962 (pp 208-210) 
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Ilousa of Pcorosc-ntati : 


Select Cor.in 5. t to c on 
Acsaciiinations 


1C 
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i - 'I 


1 - .1 

I ^ I: 
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!■ 


■'1 

- . :• 

ii 


■ i an i , r 1 o r i ci a 

Tlie coTALii. t tee net at 11:01 pursuant to 

notice, in the Grand Jury roon, U.S. Attorney's office, 
redoral Courthouse, 300 Northeast ^irsr Avenue, 

Tliami, Florida, VJilliara IC , Triplett, Fr.<fuire, 
staff counsel, presiding. 

Present: filbert Gonsaies, Caeton Fcnri, 

investigators . 

Also present: Gerald Patrick TIorv'iincj , the v, i tnc:-: . 


i iN'iERF.ocATOP.ir.f OF TJiF uiTNFfP, CFPALP PATPic:: 
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; ( Th e r e up on , the v/ i t n e s s \ ’ a r. s v; o r n . ) 


'Ir . Triplett. For the record, riy nar;.e is 


, ij ; . i. . „ j. j.. j. c; u L. . j u X u i i ^ 

' ■ i 
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' V7 i 1 1 i ar: Tr i p 1 o 1 1 . .1 an a s t a 

i'j 


1 1 o r n (•' V o n t e 


I 

i Connittec on Assassinations, the United Ctates 

* T - »» 

■! House of Pepresontatives . 

“ !,i 

22 ii Pursuant to House resolution 222, coir.nitLoe rule , 

'I 

tt 

2 ^ ;j I have been designated counsel onpo-.*:ered to tahe 

f 




statements under oath. 
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For Llio record, what is your full iioi.io . 

The "Witness. My narac is herald ■Patrick Ilerr.niing , 
Tl-e-n-rr’ - i-ri~ g . 

Mr. Triol.ott. All right. 

M o w , y o u a r o here for t I'l o p u r o o s o o f g i v i r. g 
statement ho fore the committee; i.a that correct? 

Til e TT i t n e r. r, . That in correct. 
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I Mr. Tri.plett. You are here of your ov7n volitvon 
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j voluntarily? 


a ! 

c i 


The v7 i tne r. s . Th a. t i 
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|! Mr. Triolett. Likewise, vou hava not roceived an.- 

I' . . . ■ 
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Mi tne s s . 

That 
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ov;n cliolce. 
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!I0V7, 


am going to give yo;u a copy of the committee 
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rules and House resolutions 222 , 4 ?, 3 £.nd gro {har.dim 


|| d o c unen t to ch e w i tri ess.) 
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;i The top pamphlet is the conif'ii t tee rules. 


I* 


n< *1 


(eC3 0^) VOSH ruoTq 03X103 >iiir 'Xdoo soubjojo^ 


^ r jl- 




1 


Would you please take a moment and read rule 
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number 4? 

The Witness. (After examining document) All right. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

You have read rule number 4? Do you understand it? 

The Witness. I do. 

Mr. Triplett, Very good. 

Now, the entire record of this deposition v:ill 
be transcribed, and you v/ill be sent the original 
copy and asked to sign and verify that cox^y. 

Nov 7, at that point, you should return the signed 
and verified copy to me, and we x^^ill provide you with 
your own personal copy of the transcript. 

If you desire to make any changes for any reasons 


li ;i in the transcript, you should get in touch v;ith me, 


“ 16 ; 
17 

13 i 
19 
30 


and v:e v;ill make the necessary arrangements to have 
you make the alterations, again before a federal 
magi s trtite . 

All right, Mr. Hemming. 

Also, for the record, I have here a copy of our 


ijfile number document 006 32 8 , v;hich is a letter to the 
ijchief counsel and staff director of the Select Committe 

i 

! • * 

ijon Assassinations from the acting legislative counsel 
of the Central Intelligance Avgency. 
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I now provide you at this time vrith a copy of that 
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letter (handing document to the witness.) 

The Witness. (After examining document) All right. 
Mr. Triplett. Have you read the letter? 

The V'Jitness. Yes. 

Mr. Triplett. You understand its meaning? 

The Witness. Yes. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

T have a few background questions. 

What was your date and place of birth? 

The Witness. I was born in Los Angeles, 

California, March 1st, 1937. 

iMr. Triplett. What schooling did you have and at 
what schools? 

The Witness. Elementary school at '-lonterey Park, 
California, St. Stevens, to the sixth grade; sixth 


16 .i to the eighth grade, St. Anthony’s in San Gabriel, 


19 
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California; ninth orade at San Gabriel Mission ! 

t 

I 

i 

High School in San Gabriel, California; tenth grade | 

i 

\ 

at El Monte Union High School. j 

I 

i 

Shortly thereafter, I left the tenth grade and j 

joined the United States Marine Corps in April 19, 1954. ; 

i 

I 

Mr. Triplett, What rank did you achieve when you i 


The Witness. Top rank was sergeant. 

Mr. Triplett. What types of training did you 
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re cei ve ? 

The Witness. Primary training v:as boot camp from 
April until approximately July, 1954. 

Mr. Triplett. After that? 

The Witness. Then I was sent to -- after a short 
leave, I v/as sent to NATTC, Naval Aviation Technical 
Training Center at Jacksonville, Florida and received 
airman preparatory school there where I would be 
trained in various skills and then be allowed to select 
a career skill. 

Upon graduation, I had selected a career school, 
career skill, and job as an air controller. From there, 

I was transferred to Olathe, Transas to attend an 
air control school. 

Completion of air control school in early of 1955. 

I believe it v/as February, 19 55 . I v;as transferred to 
a permanent duty station. Marine Corps Stciticn, 

El Toro, at Tustin, California in Orange County. 

Approximately five months later, I v/as transferred 
back to Olathe, Kansas for senior air control school 

that involved being trained as a ground control anproach i 

" ! 

I 

radar operator, final controller on radar operator. ! 

* 

I 

jThis course carried on through the summer of 1955, and j 
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ijon graduation, I v/as returned to El Toro and assigned 


;;to ground control approach unit 40 M at MCS , El Toro, 




-T 


L, (.tZZ Ot) VDSH :uofqoatTOD 3Uf ‘Xdoa aouaaajaa 







%n 

\n 


C^4 

c 

c 


CJ 

c 


c 

H 

o 


u) 

< 


c 


tT 


5 

6 
I 

7 


3 ; 


10 


= 1 1 

pm • I 


12 


13 




k 1 


) 


ic i 




!o ' 


!9 


S 20 : 


21 : 


r 








:3 ! 


24 i! 


It 


6 


Marine Corps Air Station, El Toro. 


Just prior to being orderecl to GCA School in 


Kansas, I had served as toxver operator at auxiliary 


air field in Mojave, California near Palmdale, 


Subsequent to assignment to the radar unit at 


El Toro, I was transferred in early 1956 to 


Marine Corps 7iir Station, Kaneoke Bay, Hawaiia. There 


I was assigned to Marine Air Control, Marine Air 


Traffic Control unit - 62, MAC Q 62, but was reassigned I 


immediately to the tower as an air controller. I 


worked at the control tower at the air station for 


some months until I was then transferred to the radar 


unit, MAC Q 62 . 


I was just under two years in Hawaii a. I applied 


for various aviation programs, pilot programs, naval 


education, scientific education programs, OCS , NROTC 


I was accepted under the NROTC program to go to the 


Naval Academy Preparatory School. In May of 1953, 


I had extended six months to get that program 


I, then, v;as transferred v;ith a short leave to 


Naval Training Center, Dainbridge, Maryland for th« 


Naval Academy Preparatory School summer session. 


Upon graduation, I elected to not continue in the 


program or go on to the Academy or the university of 


my choice and applied for release from ser'/ice. 
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In approximately September of 1958/ I was 
transferred to the Naval Academy at /Annapolis, Maryland 
and assigned to the North Severn Barracks as a guard; 
discharged about three weeks later, October, 195o. 


Mr. 

Triplett . 

Was that 

an honorable 

di s ch arge? 

The 

T'7i tness . 

Honorable 

discharge . 


Mr . 

Triple tt . 

Were you 

stationed at 

any other 


bases other than those that you have mentioned already? 

The Witness. Those would be my permanent stations. 
I did fly extensively throughout the United States, 
Caribbean and the Far East because of availability 
of free transportation on a standby basis and somevrhat 
as a world traveler to utilise that free service to 
get extensive traveling privileges, 

Mr. Triplett. Did you receive any security 
clearances ? 

The Witness. I received, initially, interim 
confidential and then, finally, security clearance, 
and I believe interim top secret during ;i957 , late 
'57, when v;o acquired M5Q-4 ground control in te rce !.> t 
radar, which v/as attached to our unit in TIav;aiia. 

Mr, Triplett. Were you, essentially, an air 
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traffic controller and a radar operator? 

In layman's terms for those who are not famili 
v:ith the military, what would you say your primary 
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functions were? 

The Witness. The primary function of the air 
traffic controller is, initially, v/orking in the 
control tower to expedite the surface and air traffic 
within the control zone and the approach area of the 
military air station. 

The ground control approach operator has 
responsibilities to land and assist departure of 
military aircraft beyond the control zone and within 


!0 1 

the 

control zone 

, which is 

n 1 
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r 

the 

air station. 

To give a 
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ce , utilizing 

radar for 
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tho aircraft 

so that th e 
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roach, on the 

glide path 


\z j. under all weather conditions, 

|! 

Further training involved ground- control led 
intercept instruction that i.s well beyond the limits 

I 

of the air station that involve sending aircraft out 
to intercept known or unknov;n, friendly or unidentified 

I 

1 or enemy aircraft, receover these aircraft to th»=‘ 

0^ ! 

• point where GCA radar will then take over the control 


.fS? :: : 


I for the final landings under all weather conditions. 

I 

I 

j Mr. Triplett. During the course of your career 

it 

2» ii ♦ 

!j in the M.irines, did you ever have any contact with 
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any U-2 aircraft? 
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The Witness. The only reference to U-s type 
aircraft would have been in instructional briefings 
for all radar operators that covered the tight securitv 
that v/ould be expected, should you be assigned to worV 
V7hat they call aircraft in a roconnaiss ancs mode. 


Mr. Triplett. During the course of your travels 
that you mentioned, were you ever around Japan or 
the Philippines? 

The Witness. Just on these flights. Never 
permanently assigned. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you have occasion to visit 
any of the Marine bases there? 

The Witness. I visited Iwakuni Naval Tvir Station, 
Atsugi, a couple of Air Force stations. Quite 
often, the weather v/ould prohibit landing at the 
intended destination and we would end up at almost 
any other place in the vicinity. We usu.ally remained 
overnight in the transient barracks, minimal cost of 
fifty cents for bedding, sheets and v:hat have you; 
in some cases, having to pay for the meals minimal 
ji cost. Quite often, not having to pay; considered to 
be part of the flight crev;, the expenses were minimal. 

Mr. Triplett. On hov; many occasions did you 
visit Atsugi? 

The Witness. I believe four times. 
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Mr. Triplett. Do you recall in approximately 
vrhat year? 

The Witness. It v/ould be in 195S. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you have occasion, to your 
knowledge, at that time, to observe or see or run 
into Lee Harvey Oswald at Atsugi? 

The Witness, I don't believe I V7ould have run 
into him. I did not have the opportunity to really 
socialize there with anybody. These flights quite 

r 

often v/ere just refueling. They v/culd remain overnight | 
and return to the original point of departure or go 
on to the next destination. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

VJhat year did you say you got out of the Marines? 

The Witness. 1958; October. 
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I Mr. Triplett. What did you do upon separation 
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from the Marinos? 

The Witness, I had established certain contacts 
V7ith sympathizers to the revolution against the 
Batista government in Cuba. 

Mr. Triplett. When you say "contacts," v;ho v/ere 


1 those persons? 
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The Witness. These were people that were of Cuban 
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n/ I 


.j original primarily that were attempting to purchase 




I firearms on the eastern seaboard of the United States. 

i 

:! : : moom 



■ t y 


(CGZ Dll) VDSH :uot33oTTO 0 5Lir 





t 


yi 

r? 

I 

in 


e 

rs 


C 




1 

2 

3 


I 

{ 


I 

5 

! 




Mr. Triplett. 
The Witness . 
still around that 
v/as Ricardo Lorie 
Mr. Triplett, 
recall that arc no 
The Witness. 
Jorge Sotus . 
Mr. Triplett. 


V7hat were their names? 

The only one that I know that is 
more or less supervised these people 
that I encountered. L~o-r-i~c. 

Are there other people that you 
longer around? 

Right. 

S-o-t-U“S is the last name 
With these contacts, ’./hat did 
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you personally do? 

The V7itness. I facilitated their purchasing of 
firearms on the eastern seaboard. 

Mr. Triplett. VJhat, you made the contact with the 
suppliers ? 

The Witness. They had had difficulty in making 
over-the-counter purchases of certain weapons that 
they needed, especially deactivated Wcir trophies that 
v/ere on the market at the time that v/crc readily 
convertible to functional equipment. 

Mr. Triplett. So you actually personally made 
the purchases? 

# 

The Witness. I acquired weapons from other 
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sources, also, 

Mr. Triplett. Was this going directly to the 

.. li 

;i suppliers or going into gun stores? 
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The Witness. Initially, it was a ii'.attcr of 
making the purchase and leaving this equipment at a 
place that they designated, usually a vehicle parked 
somewhere nearby. These were minimal purchases, 

I 

not more than three or four weapons so as not to attract| 

i 

1 

attention. There were not that many stores on the 
eastern seaboard handling that equipment. 


t ^ ! 
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Hunter's Lodge, Val Forge ttc, and v/hat have you, 
v;ere the primary outfits. It seems that the FBI v/as 
quite aware of v;hat was going on and were allowing 
these purchases to be made so that they could make 
seizures at a later date. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you speak Spanish at that time? 
The V7itness. No; very little. 

Mr. Triplett. Do you speak Spanish ncv7? 

The Witness. Fluently. 

Mr, Triplett. How did you acquire that fluency 
in Spanish? 

The Witness. Well, I v;as raised iii the outskirts 
!j of Debarrio, (phonetic) , in San Gabriel, California, 

j 

^ T I 

' |j raised with Mexi can-Ame ri cans that made it a little 
easier to pick it up at a later date when I did get 
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i| get into Cuba. 
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Mr. Triplett. Did you ever have any formal training 
■’> in Soanish? 
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The Witness. In high school. 

Mr. Triplett. That was the only formal training? 

The VJitness. Right. 

I t was a f ai lure . 

Mr. Triplett. You mention also that it appeared 
that the FBI v/as aware of your activities or the 
activities of purchasing these weapons? 

The Witness. Unfortunately, that v:as the case, 
and I was advised, V7hile I v;as at Eainbridge, that 
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Naval Intelligence and the Bureau V7as interested in 
my activities. 

Mr. Triplett. Who advised you? 

The Witness. A man identifying himself as a 
Naval Intelligence officer. 

Mr. Triplett. Do you recall his name now? 

The Witness. No. 

Mr. Triplett. How did he come to contact you? 

The Witness. He called me from one of my classes 
at Tome Hall at Bainbridge at the /academy Prep School. 
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Mr. Triplett. So you were involved in this I 

1 

I 

activity while you were still in the service? ! 

« 

I 

The Witness. While I vras in the service. i 

I 

I 

t 

Mr. Triplett. When you separated from the service, : 

I 

did you have any steady employment? 

The V7itness. No. I started traveling. 
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’;• would not he able to help me or anybody else, should 
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i| charges or indictments come up as to arms trafficking 
23 i 


|j or purloining of military equipment. 
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Mr. Triplett. What time period are you talking 


Mr. Triplett. By the way, were you ever personally) 

I 

recruited to be active in Naval Intelligence? | 

i 
1 

The Witness. I v/as asked to cooperate by a ! 

I 

I 

later individual, and I v;as asked to travel to 
Washington, D.C. from Annapolis; v;hen I v/as later 
transferred to the marine barracks at the Academy 
and informal conversations were held adjacent to the 
reflecting pool quarters as I later found out. 

Mr. Triplett. You say you were asked. 

Did you, in fact, provide information or in any 
other V7ay participate in the activities of 
Naval Intelligence? 

The Witness. On a very limited basis. I v;as 
somewhat leery about being able to go back into the 
service. The possibility that because there had been 
publicity as to Raoul Castro's learnings, Che Guevrra, 
the possible Communist presence in the revolutionaiy 
groups inside Cuba, and I was a little bit leery to 
be as it was explained to me these are Intelligence 
II people. They are not law enforcement people, and they 
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The VTitness. Late 1958 . 


Mr. Triplett. All right 
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Again, still v/hen you were in the service or just 
separated? 

The T'/itnoss. This is .August, September, 195S. 

Mr. Triplett. At that time, you v;cre aware of 
Raoul Castro and Che Guevrra -- 


l ^ 
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3 :j The vritness. (Interposing) Just from the publicity 

9 j| that had been current at the time during that year. 

IQ i| I think the first media article that I had seen was 
by Andrew St. George in Cavalier magazine. I think 

! 

1 

it was a March or April issue ofl957. j 

I 
I 

^ !3 'I Publicity was rather lean as to circumstances in i 

« U ij Cuba. Naturally, on the eastern seaboard, there was 

i I ! 

^ 15 ■ more of an accessibility to news clips and blurbs j 

I 

4 

on activities in Cuba itself. The general strike, ; 

minor riots, bombings and what have you in Havana. i 

1 

Mr. Triplett'. Did you ever meet a man named \ 

I 

t 

i 

Guy Johnson? j 

i 

The I‘7i tne ss . I do not think so . I 

I 

I 

Mr. Triplett, How about Luis Balbuena? J 

i 

The Witness. Yes. j 

« 

i 

Mr. Triplett. When and hov/ did you meet him? \ 

The Witness. Well, Guy Johnson .is probably 
Robert Johnson. _ i 
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Mr. Triplett. No. ! 

I 

The Witness. Different man? | 

I 

Mr. Triplett. Different man. \ 

\ 

Nov;, Luis Balbuena, v/hen did you first meet him? 

The Witness. I believe I met him in Havana, 

Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of your contact 
or association with him? 

The Witness. I think I ran into him at the palace, | 

I 

presidential palace, in early 1959. j 
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Mr, Triplett. Did you have any dealings or 
associations v;ith him? 

The Witness, Just a casual chat. I believe he 
was with some other people that I had known prior to 

1 

I 

that, and that v:as the only contact until later I i-an ' 

i 

t 

into him in Miami. • 

i 

I 

Mr. Triplett. When was that? j 

The Witness. That would be earlv ]9G3 i 

I 

t 

• 

Mr. Triplett. Have you had any contacts v;ith him i 

I 

since early '63? i 

! 

i 

The Witness. Not since about March of '63. ! 

i 

Mr. Triplett. All right. ■ 

What v;as the nature of the association or contact i 

! 

I 

in March, '63? : 

I 

The Witness. March, '63, Balbuena v;as v;orking 
with more than one anti-Castro action group, as they : 
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Jj. iZZZ 0^) VOSH :UOT300XXOO xif ‘Xdoo aouajDjo^ . 




30 n 7TU STKF.LT, S.\». Hri'OMTFHS rUirf.HTrlii, i»AS.MlllCTOM , 0. C. 2002M (202) S5‘l-23MS 


17 




ti 


were termed at the time. At this point in time, he 
was in conflict with one particular group, and they 
suspected him of being a Castro agent. 

Mr. Triplett. Which group v^as that? 

The Witness. This was the group knovrn as 
Eddie Bayo’s group, his real name being Eduardo Perez, 
using the nom de guerre of Bayo, veteran of the fight 
against Batista in the Sierra Mastro and later the 
Sierra Cristal, where he v/as quite close v:ith 
Raoul Castro and later an employee of the 
Central Intelligence Agency. 

He had participated v;ith Antonio Questa’s, 

Alpha G6 operations and later Commandos L operations 
and then separated from Questa's group about the tine 
I came in contact with him again in '63. 

Mr. Triplett. VJhen did you first become interested 
in the problems in Cuba? 

The Witness. Probably in earnest interest during 
the summer of 1958. 

Mr. Triplett. IIov; did that interest develop? 

The Witness, Well, I had had an interest in 
pursuing a career in the Marine Corps. If it could 
not be my first choice, aviation, as a naval aviator, 
then it would be as a special forces type v;ork 
V7ithin the marine reconnaissance group structures, or 
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I intended to leave the Marine Corps and go into the 
United States Army and apply for special forces 
assignment . 

I had had a lengthy interest in guerrilla warfare, 
irregular v/arfare, unconventional warfare. 

Mr. Triplett. When did you personally first go 
to Cuba? 

The Witness. 1954. 

Mr. Triplett. V7as that prior to being in the 
Marines? 

The I7itness. No. That was on a flight in the 
marines . 

Mr. Triplett. I see. 

W’here did you go? 

The Witness. Well, from Olathe, Hans as during 
a Christmas recess and then a later short leave, 1 
wa .2 able to catch flights to Nev; Orleans and 
Jacksonville, and what have you, and I found that 


cn 
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the 7iir Torce crev; I v/as flying v:i th decided that they 
v^ere going to take off about four or five days and 
stop in Nev; Orleans overnight and then go on to Miami, 
to Opa-Locka, and then onto Guantanomo and stop in 


33 


24 !i 


Havana en route at the military station there 
Havana. So it was a matter of about tv;o days 
and then a return. 


in 

in Cuba 
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Mr. Triplett. Did you meet or visit anybody or* 
that trip when you were in Opa-Locy:::? 

The Witness. No, No, 

Mr. Triplett. How about in Nev/ Orleans? 

The Witness, Well, in New Orleans, wc stayed at 
Jo.sh White's place near the corner of Ct, Peter and 
Royal, across from Paddy O'Brien's. We stayed v/itli 
the Air Force officers upstairs. 

Hr. Triplett. I see. 

Did you meet or socialize v/ith any people at that 
time in New Orleans? 

The Witness. No. It was a matter of overnight, 
and that was it. 


Mr . 

Triple 

tt. 

When 

did 

you next go to Cuba? 

The 

Wi tnes 

s . 

Let’s 

see . 

In IDS?.; late 195S. 

Mr. 

Triple 

tt . 

Follov/ing 

your separation from 


the Marines? 

The Witness, No. In the service. All still in 
the service. 

Mr. Triplett. All right, 
j Hov/ did that trip occur? 

I The Witness. They had a weekend flight every 

i 

II weekend that left Anacostia that flew via Norfolk to 

II 

Jj 

•[ Jacksonville to Opa—Locka and then onto Guantanomo. 

i| 

;i came back usually on Sunday nights. 
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This was the Guantanomo, the Gitmil, (phonetic)/ ni Ik 
run , 

Mr. Triplett. So you then spent a v;eekcnd in 
Cuba? 

The Witness. More than one weekencl. 

Mr. Triplett. 7^11 right. 

On those trips, did you visit or meet any people 
in Cuba? 

The Witness. I met some Cubans v/hile I was there 
that belonged to the 26th of July organi ztition . 


11 SI Mr. Triplett. Do you recall who they v;ere? 

12 i The Witness. One v/ould be Felix Pena, former ]v 

\ 

13 j a major in Castro's rebel army. 

It is hard to say v;ho else. I v:as quite c oncer. 

15 -j c\bout not exposing myself too much to these people. 

\ 

1 

li ij v;as given instructions to see somebody ah the 




17 ;i Naval 7iir station that v/as of Cuban descent. I contacted 
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19 



this individual at the 'phone number that was supplied 
to me . 

Mr. Triplett. Now, you say you were given 

i| 

11 ■' instructions to see somebody. 
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Who gave you these instructions? 

The Witness. One of Jorge Sotus' associates that 
spoke English. I suspect he was Enhil Saavedra. 


'! really not sure. Saavedra was a sergeant in the Embassy 
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for the Batista government at that time in 
Washington, D.C. 

Mr. Triplett. Do you recall anybody other than 
Felix Pena that you saw or contacted on those trips 
in Cuba? 

The Witness. Not at that time. I was involved 
in bringing some surplus clothing and some firearms in 
3 :l on military aircraft. I was not too anxious to be 
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v;idely known. 

Mr. Triplett. Is Enhil Saavedra any relation to 
Henri Saavedra? 

The Witness. No, I do not think so. 

Mr. Triplett. What was your purpose in contacting 
members of the 26th of July movement during those 
li •;! trips? 

The Witness. Well, upon enlistment in the 
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jj Marine Corps in 1954 at seventeen years of age, I had 
had an association with people that had family in 
Guatemala, the Guatemala revolution occuri*ed almost 
simultaneous v;ith my going in the Marine Corps. 
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Just prior to that, we had planned a trip to 
I Guatemala and because of some of the turmoil there, 


22 ! 


;| Castillo-Armas business, it was called off, but I 
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believe two of the youngsters I grew up v;ith, did take 


! the motorcycle trip there just prior to April of 195 4. 
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It was at that time that events were occurring 


in Indo-China, Dien Phen Pho, and all of that business, 


and I had had an interest in irregular v;arfare, 


* || guerrilla warfare activities, about that tir.ie. This 


y 5 j 1 had carried on through the years in the Marine Corps 


A 

%n 0 


Mr. Triplett, Now, this interest in irregular 


= 7 warfare and guerrilla v;arf are , prior to your entering 


the Marine Corps, did you share this interest with any 


I 

I 

9 j other friends, or v;ere you encouraged in developing 


10 this interest by any person? 


c II 

C n ij The Witness. No. This was an outlet at the time 


12 jj f the Korean war. Quite a fev7 of the youngsters that 


“ 13 ;1 were under age, fourteen, fifteen, sixteen years of 

^ A 


U jjage, belonged to the California National Guard, the 


15 40th Division, and 1950 and '51, when they were called 


lo ;| to active duty, guite a fev/ of thein were given a choicc- 


1’ Ijof admitting that they were under-age or going onto 


I 'S combat in Korea. Some elected to go, and some elected 


? to stay. 


Quite a fov; that v/ere not even old enouch at that 




! time had an expressed interest in 


aCC. 


^ gucrrixla warfare seemeci an outlet for a vouncster 

it 


23 i! 


jjthat v7ould be oriented tov/ards the military life, but 
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listill too young. There v;ere a few stories current at 






ithat time as to youngsters in the irregular service in 

} ^0031 

(eCZ OH) VOSH ruoT^ooxioD Xif 30uajaj3>i t., . 









6 

7 


2 3 

Europe or in China, or v;hat have you, that were quite 
interesting tales and really showed where a youngster 
could involve himself in military activity without 
becoming a member of a formal service. 

Mr. Triplett. Were you one of these people ’w’ho 
was under age and in the National Guard at that time? 

The Witness. No, 

Mr. Triplett. Did anybody, specifically, encourage 
you to enlist in the Marines? 

The Witness. No. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

Getting back to your v.»eekend trips to Cuba in 
! 1958 — 

The Witness. (Interposing) I believe there v/ere 
; five trips to Cuba, 


Hr. Triplett. (Continuing 


' 


on any of those 


trips, v;ere you v;orking with or providing information 
to any Intelligence agencies in the United States? 

The Witness. I v;as questioned, T think, twice 
by this individual v;ho identified himself as somebody 


m > 
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** e 


jjin Naval Intelligence that, to me, when you are able 
to get on a military base and call somebody from a 
class, you have some kind of clout, 
i I v;as the battalion commander of the student 

I 

{battalion at Bainbridge, and for somebody to know v;hc I 
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was or V7hat have you, that was enough identification. 


I automatically assumed this individual had officer's 
rank . 


Mr. Triplett. Nov;, v;hcn you say you were questioned. 


V7as this in the nature of after-the-fact debriefings? 
The Witness. This was almost that in that they 


S : 


that they wore av;are of some of my activities, that 


they were not going to press me on it, and that almost 


10 !! 
!1 


• -« I 

> « ! 


I 


Stating that anything I said could be used against me, 


and there was a possibility of criminal action or 


indictment if I persisted. 


Mr. Triplett. Was this referring to assisting 




I getting the arms or your association vrith the 

• il 

;!26th of July movement in Cuba? 

» 
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The W i tn e s s . Arms and a s s o c i a t i on and the v;h ole 
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I business , Weapons did disappear from some military 
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establishments at that time. 


n 1 • 

. > ) 


Tv 




Mr. Triplett. After your separation from thr 
Marinos, did you have occasion to go to Cuba again? 
The Witness. Yes, I did. 
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Mr. Triplett. When did you go? 


!i 

ii 


The Witness. I think I arrived there for more or 


vrere av;are of the individual referring to other parties, 


ijless a permanent stay in February, 1959 . 

-c i’l 
'1 

1 Hr. Triplett. What was your purpose in going there 
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at that 

time? 


1 

1 

1 

2 1 

The 

Wi tne s s . 

To observe what was 

1 

taking place. j 

1 

2 1 

Mr . 

Triplett . 

1 

Did anybody send you? 

1 

The 

Witness . 
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Mr. 

Triplett . 

Were you providing 

information or 
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working v;ith any Intelligence agencies at that time? 

The T-Jitness. I was approached in country at a 
later date to provide the services. 

Mr. Triplett. "In country," do you mean in Cuba? 

1 

I 

1 

The Witness. In Cuba. j 

I 

I 

Mr. Triplett. Who approached you? | 

I 

I 

1 

The Witness. This v;as through Major Morgan. j 

i 

Mr. Triplett. Is that VJilliam Morgan? j 

I 

♦ 

I 

The Witness. Right. j 

» 

I 

1 

And, one of the people involved in soliciting this, ! 

1 

it is safe to say now, ho v;as released, Prank Emmick. j 

Mr. Triplett. VPnat v;as the name again? ! 

1 

1 

I 

The Witness. Frank Emmick. He v;as released tv;o ; 

I 

I 

I 

d ay s a g o . t 

1 

Mr. Triplett. What v;as the nature of their approachj? 

I 

I 

Did they want you to v;ork full time or be a source, \ 
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Ijor v;hat? 
‘I 
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The V7itness. Well, the initial approach v;as 


2<i ; 


ii 


ijthrough former officers of the Batista army that had 


■jbeen held over in a nev/ rebel array. They stated that -- 
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as v;e had bGcome quite friendly, they stated that they 
v.’ere disenchanted v;ith the occurrences. This v;as :.n 
early 1959. They were interested as to v.*here I stood. 
They knew I v:as acquainted v;ith various of the top 
leaders in the top echelon of the nev; Castro governnont. 
They knew I had become quite close to 

Camillo Cienfuegos, and they were not really sure that 
Camillo Cienfuegos v;as going to go along v;ith the 
political trend as it was shaping up there in 1959. 

They alluded more than one time to the fact that 
they v»ere in touch with some of their old instructors in 
the United States where they had gone through courses 
in Fo rt Mann in g or in P an am a . 

The advisory group, they had become quite friendly 
with the advisory group under Colonel Kail there, 
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Mr. Triplett. So arriving in February, '59, 
that v;as after Fidel Castro took over? 

The V/itness. Right. 

Castro had taken over the Rth of January. 

Mr. Triplett. Had you ever, on your previous 


I'Visits, seen Fidel Castro or been involved in the 


23 ! 
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fighting prior to this takeover? 

The Witness. No. 

Mr. Triplett. Now, you say you vjere close to 
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General Camillo Cienfuegos? 

The Witness. I got to knov; him quite V7ell. I 
was a major. 

Mr, Triplett. A major. 

What was the nature of that association? 

The Witness. Camillo had been one of the 
individuals that had liaison within the Guantanamo 
Naval Base and had certain responsibilities as to arms 
traffic from Costa Rica and Mexico. He determined, after 
my arrival in February of 1959, that certain of his 
liaison personnel for the arms business vjere quite 
well acquainted v/ith me, moreso than I had really 
believed at the time. 

This leads me to believe Saavedra was one of these 
people I was dealing with at the time. 

Mr. Triplett. V7hich Saavedra? 

The Witness. The one up in New Jersey that I met 
v/ho later turned out to be a sergeant in the Embassy 
in Washington. I still do not knov; to this date that 
this is the same guy, but the conversations to rue 
appeared that these people were either in very close 
touch with the United States lav; enforcement or 
United States Intelligence, because they were quite 

I 

« 

: av;are of certain features of my background and my 
i! 

•75 ii 

ijpast travels, and what have you. 
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Mr. Triplett. VJhat exactly v;as the function 
v/ithin the government of Cuba at that time of 
Camillo Cicnfuegos? 

The Witness. He was Chief of the Army. 

Mr. Triplett. I see. 

The VJitness. He v;as Chief of Staff of the 
Hevolutionary Armed Forces, and there was a split as 
to what the command was. Colonel Ramon Rarquin, who 
I met at that time, v/as supposedly Chief of Staff, 
iO and then Camillo’ s position became the official 


5 


i! 


n 


t i. 


\2 \ 




Chief of the Army shortly thereafter in February. 

Mr. Triplett. How about Camille’s brother, 

I Osmani Cienfuegos? 

The T7itncss. He v;as a civilian. He had been ci 


li \ so-called member of the underground and was being 


• f 



c j| brought into the Agrarian Reformed Program. | 

Mr. Triplett, Did you have any personal associatlcij 

1 
I 

i 

v;ith Osmani? i 

I 
! 

The V7itness, Hot until about October of 19 S?. | 

i 

On Camillo' s disappearance, I ran into Camillo' s ! 

father, Ramon, and Osmani, the mother, and other people 
during the search for Camillo v/hen he disappeared 
in October. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you knov.' any ether Americans 
■'i that v:ere v7orking for Camillo Cienfuegos? 
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The Witness. Quite a fev;. 


Mr. Triplett. Who v/ere they that you recall? 
The Witness. Johnny Mitchell Deveroaux, 


i r 

’ I Paul Hughes, Jack Shea, a/k/a Jack Cannon, John Donovan, 1 

I I 

m i 1 

5 5 Frank Shea, Bill Morgan, Don Soldini. i 

1 ' I 

^ 6 Mr. Triplett. Did you ever run into Lor an Hall 

I 

S 7 j at that tirric? 

I 

- I ' 

c 3 i The Witness. Just v/hen I visited the sanitoriun ! 

^ t j 

" * . ! 

ci 5 that had been converted to a holding area in Trescornia. 

c 

2 ^0 I think that was in April of ’59. Leslie Bradley. 

s , i 

^ 1 ^ met Leslie Bradley. He was in the same cell with me 

1 

^ >7 j at a later date. 


<= t 


Mr. Triplett. When he visited Trescornea, was 


v: i! 

<K I 

i] 
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! that the first time you met Nr. Hall? 


The Witness. Yes. Me had been incarcerated 


I because of his participation v;ith the Hicaraguan 
\ [revolutionary groups. 


^ !| 
b IS I! 


C 
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Mr. Triplett. During that period of time, did you i 

i 

' have any dealings v/ith Raoul Castro? i 

i 

^0 . • 
The Witness. Just conversations. I had ' 

I 1 

< 111 ^ 1 

[conversations V7ith Che and Raoul and a number of people. \ 

I i 

I 

I Mr. Triplett. Did you have ctny dealings or 1 

:3 ! i 

jbeyond conversations v:ith Che Guevrra? i 

!l i 

24 ii , . . , . ' 

ji The Witness. We discussed upcoming expeditions 

25 !* ’ 

|!to other Caribbean countries in 1959. OGOOSS ! 
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Mr. Triplett. What contact and associations, if 


any, at that time, did you have with ridel Castro? 


The X'7itness. Fidal v7ould be chance encounters 


^ I where he v/ould be at the Havana Air Base, Liberty City, 


* I 

^ I or at the military side, General Staff Headquarters, 


^ or v;hen the moved the Chiefs of Staff of the Armed Forces 


S 7 over to the Navy Building on the harbor, it would be 


3 


encounters in a hallway or v?ith a number of other 


I 

• q j , 

1 people in casual conversation. 


= ’C 


I think of the last two, one v;ns Anastase Moykian 


= fi i 

i j and Fidel came out to my air base in San Julien and 


< 1 
=• 12 ! 


spent the afternoon there. 


S l! 


C 1 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


X^hat titles or ranks did you acquire while you 


I ;iv7ere in Cuba? 

t !l 


The Witness. The only rank I carried there v/a 


VI 1 


jscrgeant. 


’a 


Mr. Triplett. Was this in the Cuban Air Force? 


H I? !l 


C 

«=■ no 


The X'Jitness. That was first in the Cuban Arrnv 


and then in the Cuban Air Force. 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


vK 


;! 
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What were your functions, first, in the Cuban Army? 


n/ ' 

^ * 


The Witness. Cuban 7-.rmy , parachute instructor 


-e li 

U 


ij.’ith the parachute regiment under Major Bourbonet. 



Mr. Triplett. For hov; long a period of time? | 
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The Witness. That was from February until 
September, 1959. 

Mr. Triplett. And, September of 1059? 

The Witness. I transferred to the Fcbel Air Force 

Mr. Triplett. What v;ere your functions in the 
Air Force? 

The Witness. Parachute instructor, and in the 
Havana area, attempting to transfer the parachutist 
regiment students over to active duty in the Air Force 
to form a parachute regiment under Air Force command 
since it had been a failure undex* Major P-ourbonet in 
the Army command. 

I had lobbied extensively for that and finally 
accomplished it. 

Mr. Triplett. By the v/ay, are you personally n 
pi lot? 

The Witness. Yes. 

Mr. Triplett. When and hovr did you learn to flv? 

The Witness, In the Marine Corps. "n^irt of the 
air control instruction is numerous flight hours and 


|'^.7hat have you. Then, at a later date, tahing advant-io-- 
22 ' 




of some of the pilots assigned to my units. Being 
[flight instructors, one thing led to another, and I 
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, {acquired almost 2,000 flight hours. While never being 


jrated as an aviator, I v;as able to acquire certain skills 
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Mr. Triplett. How long were you a parachute 


2 ! instructor in the Cuban Air Force? 


The Witness. From September until November, I 


v;as assigned to Liberty City, Havana and San Antonio 


5 de Los Banos Air Base. The official assignment was 


to the parachute rigging section under 


7 Captain Adolfo del Rio Rojo Roche v7ho is a resident in 


2 3 I Costa Rica at this time; Argentinian descant, bncv;n 


as Che 50, Che Cincuenta. He had been an arms runner 


2 10 Ij to the revolution. 


u 

= 1 1 
• » 


I had disagreements with him as to techniques 


i T 1 


that should be applied to instructing the parachutists 


til 
C , 


J j! in the Air Force. There was at that time a problem 


CC t t 


with Frank Sturgis, Pedro Diaz Lanz , at that time 


i- ;! known as Frank Fiorini. He v;as a captain in the 


1= \ Rebel Air F 


orce 


</i 17 


There were rumors of counter revolutionary activityj 


18 i 


on the part of Fiorini, Diaz Lanz, Captain Rojo, who 


— 1 ? I 

H ^ I was my immediate superior at the air base, and a number 


" I of other Castro officers and former Latista officers. 


n 1 

• ! At this point in time, we were giving parachute 

* !j demonstrations in San Antonio. Wc did a jump off the 


:: it 


coast of Cuba, demonstration for the Cuban staff. 


-je !i 


;j v/as publicized in the press and on TV, and we were 


!; invited to give demonstrations in other locales 
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I gave a demonstration in San Julien, 

Pinar del Rio, and the commander of that air base 
asked if it was possible that I transfer officially, 
his command , and attempt to raise the parachute 
regiment at San Julien Air Base in western Pinar del 
province . 

I approached the chief of the T\ir Force at the 
time who was Almeida, and Juan Almeida agreed, and I 


I 

i 

t 

i 


( 


was transferred to San Julien Air Rase. I was named 
as adjutant to Captain Oresto del Rio and proceeded 
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to raise a cadre of parachutists there, quite quickly j 
discovering that it v;as a guise to train foreign | 

t 

> 

nationals from the Dominican Reoublic in Micaraqua I 

^ I 

! 

and Guatemala and Honduras that were being trained to I 

I 

I 

invade those countries. 1 

i 

I 

I 

It shifted from parachute instruction to 1 

expeditionary instruction at that time v.’hich would he | 

I 

by then, December, January -- December, '59, | 

i 

January of 19G0. j 

i 

Mr. Triplett. Nov/, do you know who v;as 3 n cha^'-re ! 

- r. I 

over all of this training foreign nationals? j 

I 

The Witness. Raoul Castro was the man at the j 

immediate top. Operational commander v/oulci be i 

Che Guevrra, and lower ranks v/ould be -- under immediate- 
command would have been Major Pepito and Major Escalona ^ 
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in Pinar del Rio province. 

Mr. Triplett. During the time you were there, 

do you knov; if they v/ere planning to invade any 

specific country? 

The Witness. VJell, they had suffered defeat 
June in Andre Rortes* expedition in Tlaiti . They had 
lost all personnel, and June the 14th in Constanza 
and Mimonbay, (phonetic), and Luperon, in northern 
Doninican Republic, they had suffered terrible losses 
there that had been commenced directly by 
Major Dalio Gomes Ochoa, operating under the control 
of Camillo Cienfuegos \ 

* I 

I 

The Panama thing had been an agent provocateur | 

i 

« 

operation that Cuban Intelligence determined immediately 

I 
) 

ij had been under the control, as they say, FBI. They : 

I 
) 

I 

may noL have been that far. 

A.t that point in time, they never even knev7 there 
v;as such an outfit as CIA. It v;as alv;ays FBI, 

t 
[ 

problems, naturally, in ejiilc, had alv;ays been focused ! 

I 

I 

on FBI. Fven in 1959 , they were say.ing that this | 

operation against Panama by Cesar Vega and Cesar Alonso, i 

I 

who had been captains in the rebel army, promoted 1 

] 

themselves to major and organizec] this expedition in ' 
conjunction v/ith Margot Fontaine and v.’ith some 
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assistance from John Wayne, the actor. 
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It had been a designed failure, designed to 
embarrass the new revolutionary government. 

Mr. Triplett. Do you knov; nov7, or do you have 
any idea as to who this designer was? 

The V7itness. As soon as the thing v/as launched, 
long before the people even got to Panama, the v/ord 
passed quite rapidly for everybody to stand by for a 
3 II blast, Lhat some counter-revolutionaries had launched 
an expedition and in fact, I thin): they v/oro tipping 
off other people that v;ould be in Costa Rica or 
Hicaragua, if these people did not diver L to any one 


^ ! 

i, 

ll 


r \2 I! to these people to beware of this group, that somebody 


i 

I 
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I c 


r- 1 
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That is hov; it turned out, and since that date, 

16 Ij the general v;ord has been that it v;as a designed 

operation, as there v/ere a number in 10 5? by so-called 
I Nicaraguan leaders that were worI:ing hand-in-glove 
V7ith Christian Herter, Secretary of State and others 
had met v/ith him and had quite a few interesting plans 
to expose Castro as being an exporter of the revolution 
ijV’here, in fact, they v;ere having difficulty reorganising 
the armed forces in country. They had enough problems 
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,jin country 





Mr. Triplett, All right. 
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During this period of time, v.’hat v:as the nature 
of your vassociation v:ith Colonel Kail? 

The Witness, None at all; none directly. 

Mr. Triplett. No contact? 

The Witness. No. 

Mr. Triplett. Nov/, you say that you v/ere traininc 
through January, 1960, I believe? 

The Witness. Well, actually, the parachute- type- 
activity petered out around January of I960, and there 
was more focus on training expedi tioriarics . Under the 
guise of training the local militia, v/c v/ere training 
Nicaraguan and other nationalities to be then 
|! trans-shipped to guerrilla units active in those 
respective countries, 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

During v/hat period of tine v/ere you involv<ed in 
this training? 

Th e Wi tn ess. ihat would bo J an u a r y un t i. 1 Aug u s t 
of 1960, 

Mr. Triplett. What occurred in August, 19G0? 

The Witness. Well, the training ceased. There 
v/as a schism betv/een the strongly-Marxis t ele.ments 
of these various revolutionary groups, expeditionary 
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groups that created an immediate conflict in that the 


combatants were non-Marxist and v;ere not that stronc*»v 

/dod45 
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These v/cre people that had been fighting in tno 


case of Nicaragua against Sonioaa since 1951, So 


they considered Castro rather a latecomer. They 


6 
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did not look up to him as he v;ould expect them to. 


but they had a very strong sympathizer in Che Guevrra, 
and there v;ere conflicts that some of the 
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non-combatant, considered non-combatant except for 
a fev/ that were wounded, they were still considered 
non-combatants . 

Even though they had been wounded in Honduras 
in a fire-fight, they elected to become very strongly 
pro-Marxist in their orientation and affiliations, 
and this caused a disruption of activity. 

Just a couple of months before that, we were 
arrested and detained at secret police headquarters. 

Mr. Triplett. You say "We v.-oro arrested." 

You and v;ho else? 

The Witness. The Nicaraguans, Chileans, myself. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

What v;ere the charges against you? 

The Witness. Investigation. Mo charges were 
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ever filed. 
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Mr. Triplett. This v;as in x^ugust? 
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The Witness. 


This V7as in June 7 in late ?lay 


an d June. 


Mr, Triplett. Hov; long v;ere you in car ceratod? 


The Witness. The first time about thi'e-c v:eehs 


Mr. Triplett. Upon release/ v;hat did you do? 


The Witness. I v:ent to stav at Uill Morgan’s 


^ house in Havana, Cuba. 


Mr. Triplett. By the v;ay, you say "the first 


time you were incarcerated." 


In v;hat jail or prison v;ere you? 


n i 


The Witness. That vras in G -2 Headrruar ters at 


Fourteenth Avenue and Fifth Street, Miramar, suburb 


of Havana, secret police headquarters 


Mr. Triplett. That V7a.s not Tres cornea? 


The Witness. Tres cornea V7as never a prison or 


v:hat have you. It V7as a holding area -^or people that 


might embarrass the revolution. The"'' did not v^ant 


i s 

their official secret police people to oven be a77a ro- 


of these people because if these people were cleared 


to function later with expedition arics , they' did not 



n t I 

to I |1 


ij V7ant some secret policeman spotting them .oomewhero 






and grabbing them. 


See, at that time you had a nev/ organization thr.t 




v/as called Difar, which was the in vestiaation divis.i 


of the Armed Forces. D-i-f-a-r. They v.^ere rather ' 
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running amuck, playing secret police themselves. I 
had then on my trail for awhile. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

You say on release you v/ent and stayed v;ith 

Bill Morgan? 

The witness. Right. 

Mr. Triplett. Hov/ long did you stay with him? 

The Tfitness. Oh, I guess I v;as there a week, 
and I went back to contact with some of the people 
that had been locked up v/ith me and made arrangements 
to get out of the country. 

Mr. Triplett. Getting back to that v;eek with 
Bill Morgan, v;ere you av/arc of any Intelligence 
activities that he was involved in? 

The Uitnesc. Well, for quite some time, I had 
been inventorying heavy weapons, automatic vreapens, 
at numerous military facilities in Cuba. There v/as 
a strong drive for gun registration in country, and 
the rebels were told they could l:eep a side-arm and 
two shoulder v/eapons. Both of them could he fully 
automatic, or they could keep a rifle, a tommy-gun 
and a side-arm, or a tommy-gun and two side-arms 
There were severe limitations. 

These v7eapons v;ere turning up in foreign countrie 


=1 that had been easily traced back to Batista army 

^ • .^ 01)048 
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registration. I was absconding with quite a few of 


those weapons and I v;as turning some of them over 
to Morgan, who was then transporting them to 
counter-revolutionaries and the Escamhray and oLucr 


places . 

Mr. Triplett. You say you v;ere inventorying 
weapons at that time, too. 

To whom were you providing these inventories? 
The Witness. To the commander of the facility. 
Mr. Triplett. The Cuban commander? 

The Witness. Right. The Cuban commander of 
whatever facility that v;as current there. I v»as 


^ ^3 ! involved in training the militia and the militia 


S lx i v/ere being issued brand new Czech and Soviet v/eapons 


The militia had been issued temporarily some of the 
weapons from the mountains and some of the weapons 


17 I from the Batista arsenal and what have you. So in 


b 13 exchanging and issuing those now weapons, m.y talents 

tn 

p !? were required and some of these weapons later went 


S ^0 astray. 


Mr. Triplett. During v;hat period of time were 


if. - 


ij you providing these weapons to Morgan? 


22 ! 


The Witness. About February of ’SO until 


2i li 


August of 'GO. 


I 

m ; 1 

; Mr. Triplett. Were you providing weapons to i 

I I 
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anyone else other than Morgan? 

The V7itness. I was providing v;oapons directly to 
people that I had confidence in- 


Mr. Triplett. T7ho were these peo: 
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The Witness. In most cases, they v;ero former 
members of the Batista armv that had temoorarilv 


participated V7ith Castro* s forces, later became 
diseffected and during the Trinidad problem of 
July, 1959, they were summarily discharged from the 
armed forces. Shortly thereafter, they became active 
in counter-revolutionary activities and because of 
my transfers and activities, I was not av.-are of all 
of these people v;ho had been summarily dismissed from 
the armed forces or allov;ed a grace period. 

They were given their pay even though they wore 
discharged, but some of them were given a grace nei’iod 
of two months or ninety days. T would normally stop 
and visit at one of their relative's place when I was 
in that particular tov;n and encounter them, and fii\d 
that they vjerc diseffected from the revolution and in 
some cases, had established contact v;ith synpathiriers 1 

i 

in U . 5 . Embassy and vrhat have you. ! 

4 

I 

I, at that point in time, made it quite plain 
that I was not working for United States government or 

I 

had a T^’ liaison v:ith anybody, but as a friend, I 
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would assist then in acquiring their required 
inplenents to help in their survival,. 

Mr. Triplett. Would it be fair to say that in 
February, 19 59, vrhen you v/ent to Cuba, you v/erc in 
favor of the revolution? 

The Witness. Ho. I v:as quite aware of \7here that 
business v;as going. 

Mr. Triplett. Yet you went and associated 
yourself? 

The Witness. I had missed Guatemala. This v;as 
my only opportunity to watch a Communist government 
develop . 
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Mr. Triplett. So it is your testimony, then, 
at the time that you went, you Icnev; it v/as developing 
a Communist government — 

The Witness; (Interposing) Before I was there. 
Mr. Triplett. (Continuing) and you still 

V7ent and associated yourself with the militarv there ~ 


The Witness. (Interposing) Oh, yes. 

Hr. Triplett. (Continuing) — assisting — 

The Witness. (Interposing) -- Fach time that I 
-- v;ell, I can say this. 

Even up till last night, I had contact v;ith some 
i| of the militia I trained. They practically defected 

il 

;i as whole units. Everybody that I v.*as associating 

\ . 
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v;ith Cuba, later defected or v;as billed fignting Castro 

Mr. Triplett. Well, then, from the beginning, 
v;erc you quietly working against Castro, or how did 
you view your ov/n -- 

The Witness. (Interposing) Well, I vievjed it 
from this thing. 

Every opportunity I had I did parachute landings 
in remote areas. I became familiar v.'itli these remote 
areas. I did maritime operations and became familiar 
v/ith areas that I knew sooner or later I v:ould be 
coming back. 

I knev; I would have to leave the island, that 
I had no intentions of netting involved head over 
heels in the activity at that time. T knev; tliat there 
v/as a possibility that my presence inside a dissident 
group in the mountains would tend to drav; everybody 
that knev7 met, whether I had trained or asr.ociaLod 
v;ith, to seel: to join and I v;ould be faced v;ith this 
problem of sorting out the spies and the real guys. 

I felt, very frankly, that the only options 
to getting rid of Castro v/as to leave the isla.nd and 
organize outside, preferably under the guise of 
fighting somebody else, let all the supporters of the 
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I fight against Romosa or Trujillo arm this group. 
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knew what the logistics v;ere. I had flown supply 
operations to central America, air-dropped arris, and 
the whole thing. I had been forced to be an cvera], 1 
organizer of a lot. of this activity. Talent v?as very 
short. I mean, the best people Castro had, including 
Fidel himself, \7ere amateurs in that game. They 
never really had a tight handle on the business. 

They V7ere not v/hat v.^e v7ould call special forces 
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qualified, and finding talented individuals, most 
of the Americans had left. 

Johnny Mitchell, Morgan, maybe four or five 
l| others V7ere the only ones that v;ere left. Morgan, 
at one point in time, was quite anxious to go to my 
j! base. In fact, I encouraged him to go to Fidel, which 

ii 

j| he finally did, and ask for a command. .^o they ‘■.rave 

1- ‘i 

' || him the frog farm, v;hich he was not against. 

I said: "Well, you are going to be involved 

in militia activities and v/hat have you, and one thing 
v/ill lead to another." But he v;as getting hinisel.f 
into a position of being one of the ranking American.^ 
that could very soon be described as a din.sident and 
end up in the slammer against the v:all. 

, As some of the company people that v.^ere around 

I 
\ 

! the Embassy, would very plainly tell you, their vi ev; 
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of the island at that time was like Communist China, 
that if you picked your nose at the wrong time, you 
went up against the wall, and believe me, there were 
more people shot by accident dov;n there than there 
were on purpose. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

During this period of time in Cuba -- 

The VJitness. (Interposing) I vjonder if I can 
borrov; one of your cigarettes? 

Mr. Triplett. There. You have tv;o. (Handing.) 

The Witness. Thank you. 

Mr. Triplett. During this period of time in 
Cuba, did you have any dealings v’ith Frank. Fiorini? 

The VJitness. I think I encountered him once 


15 'i 



!} or twice in the Havana Air Base. 

Mr. Triplett. What vras the nature of those 
encounters? 

The Witness. Oh, probably ten seconds of chit-chat 
and V7hat have you, and that vjas it. 

Mr. Triplett. Had you met him previou.sly? 

The Witness, No. I had heard of him. The fact 
is, he was one of the people I v;as very cautious vrith. 
i In my mind's eye and later, I vras in country, I v;as 
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t'i able to verify v;ho the U. S. operatives were, but I 


. was in a bit of an enigma there. 
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I had bocn advised informally. I had been visited 
bv people at an early date v/hen I was on the island 
and quite informally told over a beer that nobody in 
the Embassy was to be trusted. These are the 'irnd of 
situations v/hcre you are loohing over your shoulder, 
and there is a bloody v/all v;ith bullet holes in it, 
and here these people are talking business that can 
get you shot. You really do not know who they are. 
There is no v/ay to prove V7ho they are, or wdiat have 
you. 

Mr. Triplett. So this is hovj you categorized, 
in your mind at least, Frank Fiorini, at tnat time? 

The V7itness. (No response.) 

Mr. Triplett. How about -- 

The witness. (Interposing) ??ell, once I got 
close to Morgan, by the summer of 1?5?, he quite 
accidentally v:as in a position to really know who 
was who on the hit parade, and he quite frequently 
would ask me v/hat side I v;as on. 

Mr. Triplett. Well, you knew at tliat time that 
William Morgan v/as v:orking with American Intelligence, 
did you- not? 

The V7itness. Well, I suspected it, but I did 
not know where American Intelligence i:as because my 


It impression in 1959 was that they v;ere bending over 
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bachv.’ards to n\ake sure Castro stayed there. I si>. a*i 
observer from the inside seeing hov7 that out*:xt/ 
Castro's outfit, could have been dismantled on very 
short notice. There was no other American on the 
inside wearing rebel green except me that v;as to 

travel, that v;as able to fly anyv:here in country aiic 
that was able to walk into anybody's oiiice anu tal.-. 
about just about anything that was happening. 

I can tell you that Castro could j\ave been tal'.cn 
out in 1959 quite easily, but somebody did not v/ant 
it to occur. 

Mr. Triplett. V7ell, because of that position 
!| you v;ere in then, obviously, you were approached for 
information? 

The V7itnc5»s. I had the impression that quite a 
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few of the ranking Cubans felt that they had the covert; 

i 

backing of the United States government. You l:now, j 

r 

this business of running the "Cuba see Yankee nov7,'‘ 
and this v/hole business, and in informal friendly 

I 

I 

conversations in my travels, T found that come of j 

I 

these people intimated they v/ere in contact v;ith the | 

i 

United States government and that all of this v:as ! 

« 

I 

eye-wash because that is how the game had to l>e [»layc-d. ’ 


ij This was very disconcerting to me. 
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Mr. Triplett- By the way, were you married when 
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when you v;ere in Cuba? 

The V’itness. I married a Cuban girl there. 

Mr. Triplett. When you left Cuba, did she cor.o 
out v;ith you? 

The Witness. No. She v/as in prison. 

Mr. Triplett. Is she still in prison? 

The Witness. Never heard anything since the 
Bay of Pigs. Well, shortly after the Day of Pigs, 


^ l! I v;as able to communicate by telephone v/ith her one 



t i me . i 

Mr. Triplett. You said the first tirae you 'were 
arrested when we v:ere talking about this previous 

I 

arrest. j 

I 

I 

Wore you arrested a second time? j 

I 

« 

The V7itness. And, a third. | 

» 

Mr. Triplett. All right. ! 

Describe the second arrest, please. l 

1 

The Witness. The second arrest v;as near i 

i 

i 

San .Antonio de Los Banos 7.ir Base, and I v/as picked 1 

i 

I 

up by Difar, an investigation division of the | 

I 

I 

armed forces, and taken to La Cabana fortress. ! 

I 

Morgan's intervention caused my release a fev7 weeks j 

I 

I 

after that. The third time was on departure, attempted' 
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•j departure from Jose Marti airport, Rancho Doyeros 

1 ■ 
airport. I v;as picked up by a lieutenant in the ; 
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secret police and taken back to the scciet poxice 

headquarters for a couple of days, 

Mr. Triplett. When was that? 

The Witness. That was probably August; late 
August of '60. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you subsequently leave Cuba? 
The Witness. Flew to Me::ico City. That vjas 
on a Mexican airlines flight. 

Mr. Triplett. When was it? 

The Witness. About September of '60. 

Mr, Triplett. Did you remain in Mexico City for 
some tirae? 

The Witness. About tv:o weeks. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you have any contacts in 


1 J .! 
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Mexico City? 

The Witness. I had contact with people that 
had been referred to me by Che Cuevrra. 

Mr, Triplett. Who, specif i cally , were they? 

The Witness. One, I understood to be 
Sylvia Doran, but it is not the same v/oman as far 
as I know. 

Mr. Triplett. Someone that v/orksd at the 
Cuban Embassy? 

The Witness. Yes. I knew her to be -- she 
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I worked at the Cuban Embassy, but I visited her at 
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her home. I understood her to be a Cuban. She : 

I 

was one of my principal contacts v;ith the 
Cuban Embassy in Mexico City. The other contacts 
were Nicaraguan revolutionary leaders in Mexico City. 

Mr. Triplett. Nhat v/as the purpose for having 
contacts with the Cuban Embassy? 

The Witness, Support for the Gandino revolutionar 
group that I v/as a member of. 

Mr. Triplett. This was after you left Cuba, 

then? 

The Witness. Yes. These v;ere the people that 
I had trained. This information was given to CIA 
just a fev7 weeks later in California. 

Mr. Triplett. Getting back to Cuba for a 
moment, what /Americans were you in contact v/ith other 
than Bill xMorgan while you were in Cuba in IP GO? 

The Witness. That I knew by their real names. 

Inat v/oulci be Don Goldini, Fran’: Shea, Jack Cannon 
or Jack Shea, as he was known, Johnny Mitchell Devereau:j, 
Paul Hughes, Leslie Bradley -- I probably ran into 
rieil McCauley -- I had a casual encounter v.’ith 
Neil McCauley, casual encounter v;ith Ilov/ard Davis, 
and the casual encounter v/ith Hall at Trcscornea. 

Mr, iripj.ett. Did you ever have any encounters 




25 l! v;ith Santo Traffi canto? 
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The Witness. Just the one tine at Trescornea. 

I looked into the cell, and I tolcl who he v;as 

I did not knov; him from Adam. T!e v/as just another 
Spanish-sounding name to me. 

I k.ncv; Frank Emmick. I l:nev^ tv7o guys that used 
the names of Bob Drown and Bob McCormic!: that vrere 
friends of Morgan *s from Toledo. 

June Cobb, I knev/ her. Anastasia Sokolawslca, 

I knew her, 

Mr. Triplett. Could you spall that for the 
reporter, please? 

The Witness. Yes, 

S-o-k-o-l-a-w-s-k-a. 

Identified by IIU/vC as a Castro courier at a 
later date. 

Mr. Triplett. You mentioned a list of American: 
that you knew by name. 

IIov; about those that you knov; only by code 

naiTie or by some other designation? j 

i 

The Witness. Well, a first name. ^ 

I 

I 

Well, I knew Jimmy Gentry. He was a lieutenant | 

I 

I 

in the Air Force, Janies Gentry. I stayed at his ! 

I 

« 

apartment in Tlavcina. Then I spent some time with 1 

Gentry just before the Bay of Pigs here in Miami. ! 

t 
» 

Others of first names, there v;as another ’’Jimmy.” ’ 
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55 tanding in a hotel lobby or a bar. ’I a j-ricnd 

of so-and-so," and a quid: chat and gone. 

Mr. Triplett. Very v;ell. 

Why do v;e not take a short break to give t1\c: 

re p o r t e r a rest? 

(Short recess.) 

Mr. Triplett. On the record. 

Getting back to the period of tine you spent in 
1960 , did you have any contact vjith Lopes Fresquet? 

The Witness. Yes, I did. One contact at the 
national Bank. Mo. I had to cash a bank draft at 
Chase, Chase Bank, and I v;ent to — I forget — to 
sec somebody, and I ended up seeing him. To facilitau 
the money because there v;ere currency controls, 


— I 


cr. 

O 


i| you could not get it in U.S. dollars and I neec.ed j. L 
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in U.S. dollars. I got it in pesos i/hich I had to 
convert into U.S. dollars by blacl: rnark.et moans 
later on. 

Mr. Triplett. He facilitatec you?: getting the 
draft cashed? 

The W i tn e s 5 . Yes. 

?lr. Triplett. Did you have any other contacts 
v:ith him? 

The Witness. (Modded negatively.) 

Mr. Triplett. IIov? about David Fhillipps in Cuba 
■' ■' 
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The Witness, No. I have talked to him on the 
phone, but I have never met him personally. I have 
seen a picture of him. He ]:ind of reminds me of 


Paul Bethel, but I would have remembered hira unless 
he v/as v/earing a uniform. 

I did encounter people in U.S. Military uniforms 
who they are a little harder to distinguish who 
is who with theii' hats on and what have you. 

Hr. Triplett. When you said you talked to 
David Phillipps on the telephone, was that vrhile you 
were in Cuba? 

The Witness. No. This is just in the last 
couple years. 

Mr. Triplett. Did he contact you, or did you 
contact him? 


Tne VJitness. No. I contacted him. I was 
pursuing an investigation relevant to a lav;suit 
against CIA by Bell Mortgage, and he clarified a 





couple of points on that for me. 

I’lr , Triplett. Did you have any contact v/ith 
Paul Bethel when you were in Cu})a? 

The k. itness. I may nave run into him one time 



* w h 

ji outside the embassy, ano I believe at that time, X 

2i ;j 

.| would have shied av;ay from him. The last time I 

?5 !• 

was anywhere near the Embassy, 1 was getting photographs 





CSi 


cn 


5 '1 ' 


were. S 


o I knew who to stay av/ay from. 


Mr. Triplett. Did you, on any occasion, ever 
see Phillipps or Bethel or Lopec Fresquet in the 
company of Frank Fiorini? 

The VJitness. No. I v/ould not have paid — v;ell, 
I would have paid attention to it. 

Fiorini, the only times I sav7 him, he ’was with, 
other Cubans, with Diaz Lanz at the air base. Then, 

I v;ould be standing maybe three or four people av/ay. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you ever see F . Hov;ard Hunt 
in Cuba? 


The vJi tries s. Not that 


T 


irecLly recall becaur: 


for ray Cuban diplomatic passport. Nhilc I was ’waitincj i 

I 

i 

at a restaurant, which is across the street from the j 
Embassy, I may have seen him or somebody else. 

These people had been described to me by Cuban 
Intelligence quite extensively, v;ho the hell they 


I saw him one time here in Havana at the i 

i 

I 

30th of IToveraber organization in December of ’61. i 

i 
I 

Mr. Triplett. To clarify theit -- " Tie re in i 

I 

Havana" or -- j 

The witness. (Interposing) N'o. Tie re in Miami. ! 
In December of '61, he shov;ed up at 30th of TTovember 
:1 headquarters, and I recognized him at the time. The 

- s ;! 

-* I 

;1 first time I sciv; him, you knov;, he was speaking 5^panis-').; 

ml ^ -• 'h .- 

L (eez 0^) VDSH :uoTqooiTO 0 xjf *Xdoo 
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I thought he v;as just one of these Gallegos Cubans: 
with an 7^merican accent, you can automatically figure, 
that the guy is a Gringo or a Spaniard speaking 
Spanish quite often. Nhen you hear the first fev.’ v;ord 
the way the Spanish pronounce their Spanish, it 
sounds like an American having trouble with Spanish, 

I thought I knew him from somewhere at that pciiit 
in time, but I V7as not sure v;here. So that v7ould mean 
to mo that he was talking to soiricbody else c*.nd I was 
nearby . 

Mr. Triplett. V7ell, have you later determined 


12 jj if you knev; him from somewhere previously? 

Il 

II 


Mr . 


The Witness. (Nodded negatively.) 

Triplett, Who v;as there when you met him? 

1i \ Who else? 

M 

. i 

•! The T7itness. Well, the one time T s av; him here 

in the States v;as at the 30th of Tioveiaber ho adqu art e r.s 
I think the guy with him v/as -- I think 


Gerardo de Surley, (phonetic) , v;as there, not v.^it 


h 


2i :i 


the in , an d. Man n y Ch a ve z , I t i n 1; Man n y C h a ve z v; a s w i t h 
him when he went to the 30th of ’lovember headquarters. 
Mr. Triplett. Was Diaz Lanz there? 

The Witness. No. 

Mr. Triplett. TIov; about Frank Fiorini or 


^ c i} 

:! Frank Sturgis? 
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•T^'e Wi t rie s a i ‘ Vq \ ~ 

(ZZZ OH) VDSH :uoT300Txo3 xilf 'Xdoo i 
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r. TriplfJtt. Have you ever worV.ccl v;i th 
Frank Fiorini, Sturgis? 

The witness. Well, my opinion of Fiorini, jusL 
prior to the Fay of Pigs and activities throughout 
*61 to '63 v:as he vjas creating a pattern of dogging 
my tracks, quite obviously, and the first encounter 
being May of 1961 after the Fay of Pigs. He shov;ed 
up at Sanches Arango’s Juanta des Uberacicn n'icional 
headquarters on !Tinth and Flagler. 

The circumst ancGS of his arrival and the coi;;nonts 
he made at the time, I assumed he v;as v;orJ:ing for 
some government agency. ITe just coomod to be avzaro 
of too many things because almost i.m.r.ediataly , I 
checked V7ith the Cubans that ran the ergani zat.i on , 
li 'I and they had not invited him. They mere surprised 

to find him there, and they v.’cro boii'g cautious mit’i 
17 jj him because they v;ere aligned v:ith the ?Pob people, 

Traf f icanto ' s people. 

They v:ere v;orking getting support from Plato Co:: 
and Osmond Moody and what have you, the Hughes -- 
v;hat later v;as determined to be some type of Hughes 
interest rather than a governnenl: interest. The 
Americans I met in conjunction v;ith that particular 
organization v;ere rather unsympathetic to government 


1 J 


^ C II 

!i Intelligence and lav/ enforcement agencies v/hcre 

] ,, . . . - » 000065 

&^? \V i h d a r d ' a 1 1 1 1 udg- » , -as you had con.''? rsat'ioiiC , wi th 
[S;.. (eez 3H) VOSH :uot 303TTOO >Iiir */idoo aouajDjo^ 
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II 


I Americans in this business, vras if they v;are 

Intelligence personnel, they had an antagonism towards 
the lavj enforcement, the Bureau, or v;hat have you and 
shov;ecl a due respect to the Intcllicencc commini Ly , 

! 

I v/here these people showed disdain towards both Clh 
j and the FBI . 

I 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

i 

I 

i Getting back to my question, have you ever wor}:cd 

t 

with Frank Fiorini? 

} 

i 

I The Witness. He attempted bo maintain a liaison 

j 

j with my small group of people, and we v/orked a 
1 

I number of plans together as far as pursuing the 

i 

I preparation of the Cuban exiles and their training 


L and some of the people that v/ere associated v;ith me 


15 'I 


ij at the time as instructors, had at one time worked 


H !i 


j with Frank and Masferrer, and very early in the game, 
! 

; I was advised tnat if I continued a relationship 

« 

1 

V7ith Frank, they vrere not going to be a part of it. 

[I So I had to make a choice betv/een Fran]: v/ho I 


2C ; 
« 


jj tG iTiiinGd to OG sorfiGwhcit Xcicliing in Jinov/locloc clikTi 


^ t 1 ! 

I I* 


skills that one should have in the business. 

:| 

I was about to lose some of mv ex-suecial ^orcc'=-- 

:: i. 

•1 • . 

i! instructors because they were not happv with Frank . 

So I had conversations v/ith himfrom time to time but 
on a very guarded basis. , 

OH) VDSH :uot:jo 3IIO0 xif 'Xdoo aouojojo^ ' ' ' 
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Mr. Triplett. Nov;, v;ho vras it j;pG ci f i cal ly 
that told you to break off relations \cith Prank.? 

The !7itnoss. Richard tJatley, Robert Tillis, 
Howard Davis. 

Mr. Triplett. Approximately v;hat time period 
did they tell you to break off these relations? 

The Witness. That would have been in Hay oI lOCl 
Mr. ^riplett. All right. 

The Witness. They related a number of 
unsuccessful ventures with Frank v;here he had been 
offered extensive financing and o^juiprnent by mob 


!1 

Ic li 


13 

i 

! 

15 ! 
20 




fi^^ures and had v;affled and worlied, his way out of 
commitments and avoided activity and continuously 
associated v;ith Diaz Lanz v;ho v^as then under control 
•- ;1 Of tv;o FT type vessels and unknown number of weav^ons 

M ^ 

and equipment, v;ho was more or loss obviously resigt.ey; 
to the fact that they v;ere never goinrf to even make 
an attempt to leave Miami or involve themselves in 
anything if the government v;as not backing them. 

Mr. Triplett. Aside from Pedro Diaz Lanz and 
Marcos Diaz Lanz, who were the other Cubans that 
were associating with Frank Rturgis at that time? 

The Witness. Off and on, ex-major Diego Paneque, 
Alex Rorke; Frank and his people were attempting to 
;i rirm up a liaison at one time or another v;ith 

Mi 


21 ' 




*1*? t 


IS 'I 




y 


000061 




Marco Hi no Garcia of the Orlando PiOSch group that 


involved Major rival lio Duque who had been a guerrilla 
leader againnt Patista and later again.-.t Castro in 


nscambray . 


Larry Ds Josephs, an Arriericaii of Italian acscent. 


married to a blacl: Haitian that had TUiitiwin interests 


at heart. 


That is about it. 


He did not have a large entourage at the 


Mr. Triplett. Ilovr about Rola.ndo Masferrer? 


The Witness. Masferrer repeatedly advised 


against any extensive contact v/ith Prard: Sturgis 


Mr. Triplett. Advised you? 


The Witness. Yes. 


Mr. Triplett. Of those people you mentioned, 


which of them are still in this area? 


The Witness. Well, Marcellino Garcia died 


They have a commando outfit named after him, a 


terrorist group. Bosch is in Vene'/ucla. '^aneque 


is in Nicaragua v^ith a terrorist group. 


Larry Pe Josephs, unknov;n V7he re abouts . Alex Roxd'.c , 


missing. Prank Nelson is in Wev7 York City. 


Mr. Triplett. At any time, did you over^werk 


with P. Howard Hunt? 


The Witness. Mo. I have never mot him formal I v 
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IFO 

facG-to-face on an introduction basi?^. 

Mr. Trip?.ctt. Have you net hira informally? 

The ?:itnGcs. No, but people have coiamentec that 
he V 7 as a\:arc of v?hat I vras do-ing, and aust the 
encounter in the 30th of Novenber headquarters ^Ther.^, 
in effect, Hovrard Hunt was runnir.c;; that part of CIA 
that was instructed to dismantle all non-aqency 
operations and supply information to the law 
enforcement authorities to disrupt this type of 
activity and Howard Hunt's visit to 30th of November 
was to deliver a payroll sheet and the funds to 
attempt to divorce that organization from our 
instructor cadre. 

Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, was -- 

The VJitness. (Interposing) He v/as sabotaging 
all of GUI" efforts. 

Mr. Triplett. To your knov/ledge, v/as ITowcird )'uuu 
and Frank Sturgis working together at that time? 

The Witness. I would have never -- I have no 
recollection that there would be an association. 


■— 


;j thing, spying upon non-agency operations and attcmptixig : 


A A * ^ 

T'7 I, 


i! to disrupt and co-oped these operations av;ay from my 


2*1 :i 


•I 

i! 

M 


group or any other independent group. 


75 i! 


Mr. Triplett. You mentioned that Hov/ard Hunt was ‘ 

. h;, JdSIi:.-'-- ^ ^ ^,eo63 ; 

(eez 0^) VDSH iuot^oohoo xir " 
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v7orI:ing for the CIA at that time 
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30 



33 i 




ij 
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ll 

li 


Do you know, or have you subsequently learned 
who Frank Sturgis was working for at that time? 

The V7itness. Subsequently, my determination is 
that he has since Day One been working for 
Army Intelligence, that his case officers have always 
been military Intelligence personnel, never CIA. 

Mr. Triplett. VTho v;ere these case officers? 

The Mitness. I believe one you v;ould consider 
a case officer v/ould have been Sam I'ail. This is 
information that came to me while I v;as still in 
Cuba as to vzhen they were at that time denouncing 
Captain Rojo, Diaz Lanz, Fiorini and v/hat have you, 
for having testified before the Senate in IS 59, and 
then later the leaflet drop in October of '59. 

It was common conversation ariongst the various 
Intelligence personnel of the Cuban government as to 
who Fran): had been working for or with inside the 
Embassy and they v^7ere strangers to me, but the names 
were discussed a.t that time. 

Mr. Triplett. Any other names besides 
Colonel Mail? 

The VJitness. Sam Kail because he was, I believe, 
the military attache at the time was quite well knov/n 
to Castro's government people. Other names came up. 


I 


I 

1 

i 

I 

I 

i 


I 



G ' 


1 The guy that had been the Consul in Santiago. I do 

2 not recall his name. I think the name Sari T7il li ams on 

3 cane up. The name Bill Caldwell came up. Three or 

I 

■i 1 four others. 

I 

5 5 i I v;ould just have to go bad: to tiic files and 

! 

I 

6 refresh those names because they were people that I 
S 7 V7as not acquainted v/ith. Thev v;ere just names to no. 

1 - I I had seen photographs of some of these people. 

I 

k ^ i • Triplett. Just to make the record clear, 

c I 

2 10 j when we talk about Frank Fiorini and Frank Cturois, 

*“ I 

c I 

0 !1 j we are talking about one and the same person; is 

wi I 

< 

^ i 2 that correct? 

* 

*: ! 

I 

? ' The Witness, Right. 

1 i 

*** I Tnah name, Cturgis, vjas first given to me bv 

« t . 

g ;i rai in 19G1, One of iny case officers fi.-om FTM 

I -- i! 

“ j clarifiec’. who Sturgis, who Fiorina, was :uic’ v.’hat have 

vi 1- * 

‘M you, v.d'iich caused me to believe that he was not 
h ! 

I I cooperating -with the Bureau at that tine or that woul- 

1 

? 1 ? i u 


? ' 1 not have occurred. 

C " j 

" *" ij • Triplett. Getting bac’r to vour ’--•aviiu' 

., !] ■ ■ ^ 

ii going to Me.-.ico City, how Iona <lit! vou stav 

“ j in Mexico City? 

33 ‘i 

i Tlie »7itness. Probably about three week.s at the 


“ i in Mexi 


2<i Ii 


.1 rnos t . 


25 ;; 


Mr. Triplett. You say one of your contacts was 


1 


" ' ] -'gV V -: 'P ; .■ 't 
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woman named Sylvia Duran? 


Tho I-Titncss. That is the name che used. I met 


her and received funding and communications from her 


r 

at her unstairs anartment in folonia AnowuV. , (nhonetic) 1 


No. Colonia Cuauhtemoc, one of the suburban areas 


in Mexico. 


Mr. Triplett. And, she v:as an employee at hh^ 


3 j Cuban njnbassy? 


The Witness. She was attached to the Cuban 


10 Embassy 


Mr. Triplett. However, it is your belief that 


she was a Cuban as opposed to Mexican? 


ii 

'2 il 


The Witness. I understood her to be a Cuban, 


and I thinh I met V7ith her four or five times, aiid 


15 ' 


that vras it. 


Mr. Triplett. What v/as the sourc'' of the money 


b I r.he qave vou? 


The Witness. These monies came from Cuba to bho 


onto me . 


n ] 

« 1 1 * 


Mr. Triplett. So you v:are stijT, even aPto:: 


■ I 

?j leaving Cuba, purporting to v7orh for the Cuban 


I 


j!» government? 


il 


The witness. Hiaht, 




Mr. Triplett. Now, what did you do after you 


(CGZ OH) VOSH ruo-jr^ooTTOD Xlf *Xdoo aouajajo^ 
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^ i Embassy in pouch and then vzere gi ven Lo her to pass j 
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received this money? 

The ^-Titness. The pressure by the Mexican FcdereT { 

I 
I 

Police against the Nicaraguan, Costa Rican, Honduran , | 

i 

Guatemalan revolutionaries v;as quite intense. There 
had been attempts to kidnap them on more tha.n one 
occasion. There had been a couple shooting incidents, 
and they v;cre in a mild state of panic and reorgani 7 at ien 
- ;| They were prone to want to leave me in charge of 

everything in Mexico City while they disappeared into | 
the woodv7ork for av;hile, since I v;as direct liaison 
with the Cuban Embassy and had actually carried a 
letter from Che Guevrra to Mexico City that I v;as 
being nominated to reorganize the strata there in 
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Mr. Triplett, IIov? much money did you receive from. | 
Sylvia Duran? j 

i 

The h-itness. Oh, not more than four or five 1 

I 

hundred dollars. This was subsistence money for raysell.’ 

, i 

Mov^, I transferred monies that were given to me. I 


did not have to sign a receipt and they were in scaled 


n t i| 


envelopes. I sav; the envelopes opened later. There 


-e 


v;erc large amounts of U.S. currency in there 

.. .y. ■' .r \ ~ 

I ; •• ’ . ... .V . • . 

vtt- .. . -L. _ 



These 
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ware delivered directly to the 'lic^iraguans that they 


we re addre s s o d 


i 4 ^ V* "I 

• X X ± t- 


now long did you roiaain in Mexico 


5 i. 


S . 


9 i 
IC 
!! 
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I 

I 
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The TJitness. Just about throe v;echs . 

Mr. Triplett. Uhere did you go ironi there? 

The witness. I flew from Mexico City to Monterey 

Mr. Triplett. Is this Monterey, Mioxico or 
Monterey, California? 

The TTitness. Monterey, Mvoxico and then laid 
over there for a few hours. Then I caught a flight 
to Gan Antonio, Texas. Then hitch-hiked from 
Gan Antonio, Texas to California. 


Mr. Triplett. 17as this with the h.novjledge of the j 


• 1] Cuban government? 


i w I 


!3 ' 


19 

20 


-J 1 

* I 


'n: 
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The h'itness. Mo. This was my attempt to disappear 
l' i 

1. ’ ! 

'*1 for a short period of time, and T had been eiven ' 

IT i! 

information that I could go to Central America for 
the training syllabus, start the training syllabus in 
Honduras, look for the new camps in British Honduras 

i 

or in Yucatan Peninsula or go directly to my arms 1 

I 

I 

contacts by traveling to Chicago first and meeting '.-ith . 
people in Chicago, or I could try the trade union i 

I 
» 

route, the idea being sev;ing all this together. j 

t 
I 

Go one of my contacts v/as Harry Pridges and once 
I was in California -- 

J;. (CCZ 0^) VOSH ruoT^Doxxoo xif *^doo t 
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Mr. Triplett. ( Interpos ing ^ f.o that v;oulc have 


beer, in San Francisco? 

The VTitness. Mo. I met Marry Fridges in 


Los Angeles. I called his office in San Francisco, 
and he had us i ness a couple days I third: shortly 
thereafter, and I met him in, I think, F.l Segundo 
which is just outside of Los jAngeles vrith his 
Los /Angeles business Agent, Fan Pedro -- no. I met 
him in Fan Pedro near the docks. 


=• to 

0 I 

1 ” i 

I 

< 1 

=■ 12 ! 


Mr. Triplett. Would this have been around the 


end of 1 9 f> 0 ? 


'^hc Witness. That would be -- no. October, ! 


- 13 : 


c: 


e- 1 ' • 
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Mr. Triplett. Did you 


a V s u !:>’■> o r t f. r o in 


ITarry Dr i does? 


The Witness. The conversation ’/.'itn Harry Fridges 


was rather guarded. He was quite iii ee re s to d in 
events. The meeting lasted maybe :^^our or five hours, 
briefing on what had been transpiring, what was 


I happening in Cuba. 


He was not happy v;ith vrhat vras happening in 



- Cuba. There ;/ere comments as to the oresidenti al 
, 4 ^ 22 ; 

" ' campaion that v;as under v;av; v;here was Cuba header?? 

ij 4 . .. 

23 

ii lie v;as disconcerted to find that the oeople I 

il *• i 
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il v/as v.’orking v;ith were not happy vjith Castro, were not 


m \v i ( 

1: - 


receiving support from Castro, that clandestinely, 

. V'-py ■’ ^ V. . \ 

. N < ■■ * ’ ■ ■ . 
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^ Che Cuovrra had arranged for their support, that -- 
* at this point in time, there had been landings in 


Guatemala and landings in Nicaragua and. Costa Rica. 


He v;anted. to know v;hat v;as happening. 


Was this an independent operation, or was Cuba 


® I giving support? 

I 

7 I had to exDlain to him that as far as the people 

A. . . ^ 

fl ! 

° i I v:as affiliated, w’ith, \iho v/ere the oldtimcrs, if they 


v;ere to bo supplied, they had to he supplied to the 


trade union movement. lie advised me that I would 


E i not he carrying w’ith me, but I VTOuld be told where to 




t 13 


go in central America and v;ho to see to discuss this 
type of support, that his organi licvtion was not really 


= 1 


interested in duplicating Castro's effort, but if 


Castro v:as not supporting these people, then they 


lo ; 


I v7ould be in a position to give some supp-ort. 


in V 


b ^8 i 


« I V I 
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Mr. Triplett. What did you do as far as 
employment after arriving and returning to the 
Los A.ngeles area? 

The Witnes.s. Well, in the Los Angeles area, T 
stayed V7 i t h my f ami 1 y . 


t 


Mr. Triplett. By "family," you refer to your 


i| parents? 


2i ! 


The Witness. Parents. And, through one family 
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! that had extensive missionary activity in central 
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America, specifically Guateinal?. , I attcnytcfl to 
utilize the TTazarene Church facilities to facilitate 
ny activities in central America. 

J!r. Triplett. Which family v;as this? 

The Witness. The Dodd family; D- 0 “d-d. 

I had grov/n up with them, v/ent through kindergarti 
on up. Their church had been affiliated v/ith foreign 
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missions and what have you. 

Mr. Triplett. What is Mr. Dodd's first name? 

The Witness. Ray Dodd is the old man. 

Gladys Dodd is the mother, and the boys that I grev; 
up \;ith are Art and Wes Dodd, 

Art Dodd later married a Guatemalan girl that he 
met. He made a number of trips to Guatemala back 
in '54 and since then. In fact, tv;o of his wife's 

)l 
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jj brothers, I recruited. It seems that they already 
had been exposed to some type of activity in Cuatomcii 

I 
I 

I recruited them and they became guerrillas at a later ! 

I 

date in Guatemala. ' 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

lihat were your activities though? 

Were you traveling back and forth to Guatemala, 

or were you employed in Los Angeles? 

What v;ere you doing during that poriod of time? 

j The Ivitness. Well, my first intent v/as to sec 
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how extensive the support facilities -- I mean, in 
Havana, people talked quite a bit about what typo 
of backing they hhd all over the v.’orld, in the 
United States, Canada, and what have you. 

The fact is, Canadians paid for myself and the 
other ITi caraguans , the money that was required to 
get my people out of Cuba. My Micaraguan, Sandino 
people out of Cuba was paid for by Canadian Oil 
people . 
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exactly who v;as supporting these people and what their 
armed sources were in the v;holc thing, and this is 
j one case v;hero I v;as convinced that were, not in tlie 

i 

\ 

;i Cuban case, that these particular individuals I vzas 


“ !j dealing v/ith on the anti-Ilomosa business were a little 

2j 

jj bit more straightforward than any of the Cubans had 
;j 

!. been and v/ould be a good arm as far as giving cover to 
I building an anti-Castro force under the guise of bcin«- 
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revolutionaries in another country and raising tno 
banner of a nev; revolution and then, at a later date 
because v;e had discussed this. I moan, v:o are in the 
same cell together, not very happy, in Cuba. 

v7e had even openly discussed that at one point 
in time in operations they s aid ' pos s ib ly in rtuatemala 
or Iioriduras, and I insisted it had to be v/ithin 
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Nicaragua itself, in the Segovias, in the mountains, 
that they raise the banner of Castro betraying the 
revolution and using this as a device to bring all 
of the Castro followers that v;ere disenchanted v7ould 
make their v;ay there. 

The president of TIonduros at that time had given 
safe-conduct sanctuary and aided and abetted these 
15 '1 revolutionaries considerably in the past throuchout 

• I ^ i. 

ii 

1 9 5 n - ’59 and '60. The president of T! o n d u r a s at 
that time was of the same mind. The inforr.ation that 
vjas given to me, that ho v/as of bhe same mind that 
Castro had betrayed the revolution and that something 
had to ])e done about it. 

T felt that as I had accuirod cert, a in li ini ted 


19 ! 

J 

I 

1 

1 !i 

^ \ I* 


ij skills that should I present this pac’rcge to .some 


77 !s 


ij agency of the U. S. government, then T better have 
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been on the real estate that is being c^.i s cus sec’ . 

this is v;hat I did at o later date v.’ith 
CTA in California, but this v;as a case T.^herc T felt-’ 
that even though v;ord had reached us in Cuba thai_ 
Somosa and the Guatemalan government v.’c-re actively 
supporting the interests of the fors-er Catista and 
some disaffected former rebels as far as giving therr 
training sites and. vzhat have you, tha.se u’ere stil.s. 
in the planning, discussion stages, as far as v/e 
determined when I wa.s still in Cuba, that they had 
activated these sites or vrhat have you. 

Che fact is that one of the things Che Cuevrra 
was interested in is that if he gave support to the 
boys in Costa Rica and Honduras that v;cre fighting 


*■ ;i Sonosn and the errouns that v.^ere onerating in Menico 
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against Guatemala and vice versa, that they v/ould 
supply Cuba Tntolligcnco as to what the Gnsanos 
doing, v;hat the counter-revolutionaries v.^ere doing, 
and they did. 

Mr. Triplett. Now, getting back to this period 
of time, what role, if any, did you play in the 
preparation for the Cay of Pigs invasion? 
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The V7itness. I was av;are of most of what was 
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goincj on. 

Mr. Triplett. Were you ever* approachccl to assist 
in the preparations? 

The Vlitncss, Mo. When I was still in Californi«.i 

in February of '^^1, I had gone bac3: into parachuting 

and in fact, gave some parachute instructions to a 

few people that I felt v/ould be handy to have in 

central America at a later date. 

I had established contact v;ith some animal 

transporters, transporters of tropical fish, and 

animals from the Amazon and vjith a stagincr base in 

British Honduras. At this point in time, I got word 

through some of my sources that things v/cre x"apidly 

vrarminct up in Guatemala and Nicaragua. 

Through one of m.y relatives, I had found about 

F.etolayo, the construction company that redid the j 

1 

air 5 trio, v/as affiliated v;ith one of monh -- with ) 

I 

t 

one of my uncle's enterprises in California, and ha 
a fairly good description of what v'as going on; if 

not from the IJazarene sources, I v;as getting informaLior^ 

! 

t 

from the construction people and others that had been i 

I 

down to Guatemala and v/ere asked to come back and some ! 

t 

aviation people I was runninc into. 
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The animal tran.spor tern v»ere quite av;are of some • 
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activities that were going on in central America in 
prenaration for the Bay of Pigs. at this point 

in tine, I contacted the reporter for the Los /Angeles 
Tines and alnost simultaneous, they bac approached 
the agency for permission to do a story on the camps. 
The agency had told them: "You can go to Miami and 
talk to some of the people there. It is fairly overt 


there . " 


I naturally, the LA Timas people thought I vas an 

I 

1 

I emissary from the CIA or what have you. .A few clays 


“ it later I flew out with this reporter to r.ia.mi anil tooV 

5 ii 

him around to the principals of the non- agency 

«i |j 

? ■” *! operations and then put him in touch v,’ith some or 
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i the agency people. 
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I 

; Hr ^riplett. Who was the reporter? 

1’ 

I 

j The Witness. (Mo response.) 

1 Mr. mriplett. Was it T.arrv rcbiller? 

I 

1 

j The Witness. Mo, no. Gone -- be had jusl: gone 

I through a parachute course with the same people I 
working with in Ml Sonor. He is dead now. 
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here in Miami for a week, and he had to go bacf. uo , 

California. So he asked me to finish soii\e of the ; 

interviev/s and rather jokingly, I cra.nr>.‘jQ out three 
or four of the stories. It was done in a series, and ; 
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I v:as shocked to got the galleys back. They di*- 
it exactly as I had done it. I did it jokingly. 

I said "exclusive" and what have you. 1 v’as realli 
pulling the guy's leg. 

"If you v;ant in f orraation , here is the infornati.on 
if you can use it," and they, inadvertently/ I guess, 
did three of t!ie stories. They did not use iny nari'.e, 
but it VMS material that I had produced. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

During the spring of 1961, v;ere you involved 
in the organization of the Soldier of Fortune groups 
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later determined it v;as Manny Chavez. Called himsel' 
Hank. 7.nothc-r one, I believe, proba'^ly v;an 
J. Glycoff , (phonetic) , Justin Glyco*"f. But I was 
rather bitter because the !7i caragucU'.s I left in Cuba 

had begged me to get them out. 

I had given CIA all the names of the pilots v7ho 


" ll would defect if you just — just one phone call. 
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Yes. 1 
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Mr. Triplett. 

Vlho else was involved? 
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The Witness. 
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Princioally, this was a case of | 
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I had an encounter 
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, over the telephone, V7ith a couple | 
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of the CIA people 
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at the station. | 
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Mr. Triplett. 
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Who would that have been? 

c. 
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The Witness, 

Well, one called himself II an):. I 
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I said: "I do not oven havo to yo bacl-: on the 

island. ” 

They had aslicd if I would mate :-.\yscir a va.i 1 abl 
to be reinserted bach into Cuba in late 19G0 and 
turned them down. 

t-^ario 7. uni there, when he flew the out, 

told a story of hov; he v/as a defecting pi.lot and how 
7.1 faro Carlow, (phonetic) , v/ho was a Cicaraguan 
captain, and Pedro Yoa, (phonetic) , another •'Jicaraguan 
captain, were involved. They chichened out the lact 
ninuto. And, how he strafed their olancs at 
San A.ntonio, and all this kind of business. Yoa 
was killed at the Pay of Pigs. He is the one that 
sank the Huston. 

He was the guy that begged nc to get him cut of 
Cuba. lie did not like Communists. lUa v;as completely 
dissatisfied, and I had pointedly as Iced those ouys to 
stay in country, that there V7as a possibility -- and 
we v;erc fairly open in our conversations just before 
we left Cuba as to v.diat might be transpiriiic; ; that 
;| we might find ourselves going against Castro. 

Mr. Triplett. My question was approximately 
j; in April of 19 61, did you organize a group, and who -- 
The Witness. (Interposing) Well, a group had 


:! already been organized by Hasferrer. A 
[(,. (CEZ VOSH :uoT33aiTOD XJf 


grouiD v/as 
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or^cinizGct by s by thG n3.ir»G of Georcc Tanner; i 

i 

various notley crev> 7 s that were around, anc. an American j 
tht had bee in Cuba before. 

Ed Colby had come dov;n from Nev/ York and v.’as 
staying vjith me. Jimmy Gentry had a.n apartir.ent licusc 
in the southwest. I think Colbv advised me that there 
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what have you, and v;e should take a look at them. 
Then, I think I met with these people, oh probably a 
v/eek or so after the Bay of Pigs as they v;ere 
staggering and straggling around Miami. 

One thing led to another. One group was rAcrged 
with another and this and that. The leadership 
changed and suddenly, I found myself responsible for 
a bunch of people living out in the Everglades. I 
had not organized them. They had been there. They 
were there already. Some of them were remnants of 



Masferrer's organization, remnants of Trank Sturgis', 
Trank Fiorini's organization. 

Mr. Triplett. VJere you involved with Dick Watley 
at that time? 

The Witness, This is where I encountered Watlev 

•A 

in the Everglades in a previously-organized camp. 

Mr. Triplett. Kow about Stan Augus tinovich? 

The Witness. Not even a familiar name. 
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Hr. Triplett. Did you knou’ at that tine .? 
Czechos lovaliian Air Force pilot by the name of 
Bill Dock? 

The iritnecr. . Yes. Karel KinocVi , calling hi. ns elf 
Karl Ilovak . 

Karel is K-a-r-e-1. Komoch is K~i!i-o-c-h. 

iMr . Triplett. During that period of time v/hen 
you found yourself, you say, in charge- of this group 
in the Everglades, did you proceed to train them 
there? 

The Witness. Well, there Wcis no funding. The 
only thing I attempted to do at that tine was to 
approach the- independent Cuban organi za tions that I 
had reestablished contact v/ith and of. for the services 
of these people. With the demoralization, the 
Bay of rigs and the whole business, they v/ere not 
actually sure of which v:ay to go, so there was nc 
support forthcoming from the Cubans, and I think in 
very short order, I had to pull these people out of 
the Everglades. 
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Srickell Str^sGt Safe-House? 


The Witness. No, This is over on Third Street; 


Nellie Ilamilton's boarding house, otherv.'ise known as 


•lother Hubbard's Cupboard. 


I think I myself stayed there for two week: 


or ten days or throe vreeks at the outside. 


The FBI cane around -- I had already been in 


^ I 

I 8 : touch V7ith the PCI prior to the Bay of Pigs. First, 


I 

? I the Agency, v/hen there V7as — the lest connunica tion 


I 

2 lO I with the Agency was when I — before the Bay of Pigs 


Cl. 

Z 11 j in March, I cornnuni cated V7ith tho case officer in 


T.os Angelos for operations -- 


li 

- i: il 


Mr. Triplett. (Interposing) Now, v:hcn you 


^ \ refer to the Agency, you nean the CIA? 


H 1 ' 


The Witness. The CI.A. 


I advised then that I was a cc[ ui ring oxtensivo 


« |l . . j 

" II infornation on the preparations -'"or none type of act.i''^n I 


X i^g^iinst Cuba. N ov7 , under FOX, I have recei ve d s o ir: e 
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H ^ i of those cables, so I see V7h a t their response t 7 a r to 
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The people in Los /'ingeles in domestic contac 


ij service sent high priority thing, saying: "So and so 


jj says that things, are not going v/rong. -'^c want a 
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!, contact for him in Miami." 
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Then, as the cables V7cnt back and forth, Miami 
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:;nys: ' 'Tonp.ennc , forget about it. We r!c .not noecl 


any information," blah, blah, blah. 


So over the ‘phone, I V7as advicec^i by the Agonrv, 


a CIA man in California — I had gone throiioh tv-’c car;c 


officers there — that no contact vras forth coni.n c , 


Well, another disturbing thing at the time was 


the guy that had invited me to stay vjith him in 


Miami, James Gentry, was actively v/orking as a Castro 


agent here in Miami and had been visited by the bureau 


on numerous occasions. 


n i 


I found he was in close rapport with* more than 


t *** * 
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one active exile individual that later turned out to 


13 ! 


be people v;orhing with mob-oriented activitic 


Sanchez Arango's group, specifically. 


I found out from Gentry's v;ife who the CIA, or 


ii 

I / i' 


the TBI agent was, so I contacted him. 


Mr. -^riplett. Who was that? 


The Witness. That v/as James O'Ccniior 


I set up a meeting v;ith O'Connor ar.d explainci 


who I v;as, v/here I v;as from and v/haL it 'vas all abcuc 
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and that I v;ould have to concur v;ith him that Ceritrv 
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■v’as in contact with Cuban government officials and 


v/as aiding and abetting certain things. 
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Mr. Triplett. At that time, were you receiving 


money , either from the A.gency or the Bureau? 
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The V’i tries s. Never received anything froiri any 
agency other than money for 'phone calls covering 
'phone call expenses. 

Mr. Triplett. You say the first tine you net 
Dick t'Jatley was during the Everglades after the 
T3ay of Pigs? 

The VJitnesE. That v’ould have been May of 1961 


Mr . 


What was the extent of your 


association with Watley? 

The Witness. It continued on until -- the last 
tine I sav7 hir.i v;as 19 72 . 

Mr. Triplett. Do you ?<ncv; v;here he is located 

now? 

The Witness. As far as I know, he has some 
affiliation with DEA and works out of the T\eys, near 
K e y W e 3 1 . 

Mr. Triplett. What was the nature of your 
association with Dick Watley cit that tine? 

The Witness. Watley was more or less an 
independent operotor, formers special forces veteran. 
I suspected almost on the first meeting that he was 
the penetrator of the particular group. 

Mr. Triplett. On behalf of? 

The Witness. Military Intelligence rather than 

CIA. 
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He expressed extensive knov; ledge of just recent 
activities v;ith Sturgis and how they had been to 
meetings v/ith Perez Jiminez, people ever at the 
Fontainbleau , Mormy Pothman, and over ci certain period 
of time -- not volunteering the information, 
just comments back and forth at odd times as to 
v/hat had transpired v/ith Sturgis and what kind of 
operation he had, and what have you. 

This was a case of my find i n g a S p e c i a ]. Perce s 
veteran putting up with a rag-tag type business, 
persisting at it. This v/ould be ny first clue that bo 
would be a oenetrator. \ 

i 

Mr. Triplett. I*7as Watley working in the oper a ti on s | 
fairly closely v/ith Frank Sturgis? 

The IVitness. Yes. ! 

I 

I 

These meetings that he described -- I 

i 

(Interposing) Tic v;as Sturgis' i 

I 

right-hand man. hJhere Howard Davis v;ould be a guy | 

that would pop in and out, Sturgis would usually have | 

I 

I^tj.ey with aim to give the la. test iv. ilitary jargon j 

ij and the Special Forces expertise in those meetings. 
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Mr. Triplett 
The Witness. 


Mr. Triplett, Was Watley associated with the 
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;j Interpen organization? 




The Witness. This is a name that Doin Donafede 

; anted ho write a story kind of confronting us v/’ th 
•* 1 *^ 

I* j'* ^ .‘V ■ p'* . - • 

s ;; ( 'T-Wy . . • : 

. • I, — 


» -I 
,1 
I! 


• V 

S 


»> 


1 . (CEZ OH) VDSH :uoT30o*i:xoo Xlf ‘iCdoo souaaojav 









w> 

VI 


r* 


o 

c 




f 

c 


sc 

e: 

c 

c.^ 


il 


UJ 


VI 


c .: 


'> ) 


P i 


1C 

n li 


- 12 


r 13 ' 


I 


« • • 

O ; 


‘b 




20 
21 ' 



.1 


■/V 
•it 




24 ; 


2f 


the situation that Metro Into llicjence ; 

Sergeant Kd IClode, (phonetic). Art Leonard and 
Lieutenant Frarih Kappcl, being under precr.urec that 
an independent organization was causing turmoil; 

CIA and the Bureau had approached thc-in to use inusclo 
to curtail come of our activities and Bon a Cede was 
naturally notified. 

I believe, since then, he has been found to bo 
one of the CIA operatives on the press payroll lib.e 


some of the others. He v;as, I think, trying to do an 
expose and it backfired on him, an expose of this 
group, because \:c are right in the mechanism of 
getting active v;ith groups thzit had just been taken 
off the CIA payroll, that were just left with their 


li •; equipment, their boats and nothing to do. Hero 


this group of free lance adventu 2 *ers in there stirring 


T- * 

b [j them up. I thinl: Bonafede's effort was to cont.ribut' 



to an expose to show that these rag-tag vagrant 
type Soldiers of Fortune, as the Fnr ^.;ould classify 
us continuously, v;ere trouhlcmci 1 :e 2 's or this or that. 

One thing led to another, and that vras the last 
publicity we had for about two years. 

Mr. Triplett. What was the relationship of your 
group, v;hich- I referred to as Tntorpen, and Sturgis* 
organization, the International Anti-Communist Brigade? • 
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What the relationship? j 

I 

The Witness. Well, I think Bobby Willis | 

characterized Sturgis' organization as Prank, 

I 

I 

. I 

Diaz Lanz, Marcos, Larry De Joseph and his TIaitinn 

I 

v-’^ife. That v;as the Brigade v^ith Ducky Buchanan — j 

Gerry Buchanan and a few others drifting in and out 
at odd times. Their characterization was Sturgis 
was trying to either inform on us or or co-oped our 
activities with Cuban groups and attempt to merge his 
business v;ith our business, which started one day and 
ended that afternoon. 
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Mr. Triplett. All right. 

I think this might be a good point to go to lunch. 
We still have a lot of area to cover. So can we keep 
ic very close to one hour. 

The Witness. Yes. 
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(Whereupon, at 1:15 p.m., the 
reconvene at 2:15 p.m. the same 


commi ttee adjourned , 
day . ) 
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AFTER SESSIO:- 

(The meeting reconvened at 2:15 p.m., 

K. Triplett, Esquire, staff counsel, presiding. 

Mr. Triplett. I believe before lunch ’/c ’.vcrc 
talking about camps in the Everglades a.nd the 
people involved there, training camps. You mentioned 
that is v;here you first met Richard fTatley. 

Uas Howard Davis involved in that training campV 

The 57itness. lie v/as not out in the Everglades 
at the time. lie confined his activities to meetings 
in the city. Eg was even hesitant to approach some 
of the previous contacts used by Sturgis. 

Mr. Triplett. To your knowledge, v;as llov/ard Davis 
affiliated with any Intelligence agency? 

The V7itness. Well, he v.»as on some type of a 
stipend that supposedly v;as from hepatitis in the 
i'C»rean war and v/hat have you. I al\.’ay.'~ assumed he was 
reporting to somebody, lie is quite a professional, 
more so than Wat ley. 

Mr. Triplett. Was AloMander P. crime involved 
with that training camp? 

The Witness. Mo. 

Mr. Triplett, Now, throughout the rest of the 
year, 19G1 and 1962 , what v;ere your specific activities 

The Witness. Menoyo, M-e-n-o-y-o, Major Mencyo 
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Vic <jot. in touch v/ith them and nadn arranneTt^en tn 
to net up soTTio training campn v;ith tho~. 

Ghortly thereafter, CIA , Hunt and oLher people 
tried to co-op these people and got them a\:ay from, 
us. They succeeded in that. This v.^as 
Carlos Rodriguez Quesada's group, somewhat of a 
politician here now. 

They succeeded, so by January, v:c kind of folded 
our tent as far as 30th of November, and I traveled 
to California. 
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Paul nendrickson, lives up in Washington nov:. "’hr 
second case officer V7as Bill Pangburn of Air Rorce 
Reserve, March Air Force base, and advised him vrhat the 


I asked him. to go ahead and get the application 1 

i 

papers for signing up with the Agency. Just about i 

i| given up on any other type of activity. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you, in fact, sign up with ‘ 

1 I -.-- 0:00094; 
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the Agency? 

The Witness . They gave me the application forms 
and the whole thing. I filled them out and sent them, 
into the proper people. 

As I determined later, TOK, I v/as routed back 
dov;n to clandestine services, and they said they did 
not have a slot for me because I had rubbed some of 
their people the v;rong way, 

Mr. Triplett. Well, was it your impression then 

I 

at that time, henceforth, you were working for or 
associated v;ith the CIA? 

I 

I 

The Witness, i?o. Once I got word that there wa.'". ! 

i 

I 

I got the letter back a month or two later that tbciie 
was no position at that time and I by then had 
traveled back to Miami and v/as v;orkinc with people- 

like Sam Benton and some of these other characters i:i 
early ' C2 . 

Benton wanted us to help out some of his peonl--* 
in raising some money by causing their yachts to 
aicappear. Rather than disappear v;ith one of the 


■Cl 


i: yachts, v;e used it to head for TTo-Namo Ttoy and set 


\i up a camp there. 


23 i 


About this time, we v;ere v/orking close v/ith 


2c 


25 


ll 

jl Billings of Life, some Haitians and a fev; other things. 
]^7a fully established the No-Name Key thing that summer. 
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Mr. Triplett. This v;as the sumricr of. 19r;2? 

The VJitness. Yes. 

At this point in time, through a Zionist, by 
the name of Theodore Ral:usin, an accountant in 
T.'Jevj York, wc had been put in touch v.^ith people like 
Charlie Bartlett, the guy that introduced Jackie to 
JFK, a newsman in Washington, D.C. Tie had put us 
in touch with Bidney Hillman, v*ho was the first 
Secretary of Defense, labor leader, and v;hat have you, 
the guy that v;orl:ed later with Truman. Then, later, 
Gstabli.shed a liaison v;ith Truman. 

At this point in time, v?e also cemented our 

j 

relationship vrith political figures in this state, 1 

“ i 

I 

the Governor's office. Governor Farris Bryant. 1 

•* I 

I 
4 

They v:ere quite fed up v;ith v;hat was happening j 

i 

I 

II vis-a-vis V7ashincjton and Cuba, and they sav; no other ; 

I 

I 

recourse but to get involved themselves, to the • 

I 
I 

point that the Governor was going to bach us fully. : 

r 

i 

Mr. Triplett. You say "v;e cemented our relations. "! 

i 

Who are you referring to besides yourself? 1 

I 

The Witness. Points of contact primarily boin<’f i 

! 

" I!ov;ard Davis and mvself. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

What wa.s your purpose at that time for 


establishing all these high-level contacts? 
• ill- 
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ovcrybody on standby, mission failures. We* u’ere 
running into endless nuraber of — Tltiqua, Ilerrerra 
and Fonseca, I brought out of the Cusin tananio Naval 
Base . 

Ev'erybody we were running into who V 7 ere the 
top people, always considered the top people by the 
Agency people, were divorcing themselves from the 
Agency and telling us v;hat had been goina on. 

*" ^ 1 

i 

T'7e felt, well, this is now the tiiTtG to get this ! 

1 

I 

information together and go up to fla shine ton throuc>h ! 

I 

I 

lobbyist tech.niquer. and talk. I had already met ! 

f 

Congressman Russclot throucfh my uncle in Oa 1 i -Torn •» a ; 

1 

and had conversations v;ith him. Throuc'h hi.m, m.^t a ! 

i 

number of other people and we had quite* an extensive ! 

1 

netvjork of people, of influence. 17c felt, v 7 oll, if j 

V70 prepare our case to show these .Agenev people sit tin';* ! 

on their duffs, water skiing and goofing off and ! 

displaying a certain amount of cov/ardice and lad: of ‘ 

expertise, then somebody is going to do something about : 

it. ; 
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Not necosnarily promoting ourncil felt 
WG could hardly promote a email cadre of people 


except on the basis that this is the nucleus of an 
effort to control internal strife on the island. Not 


invasions or anything like that. 


Mr. Triplett. You mentioned this vas essontinll 
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you and Howard Davis. 


Was Dick Watley involved also at that time? 


The Witness. Yes. All cf the oooole were still 


there. Some of the ex- Army officers and vrhat have 


you, had drifted away due to the rigors of th 


o 


business, 1 ov: profile, lack of support and what have 


n ! 


T.! I 


li ; 


vou. 


'^he rigorous nature v;as not conrbicivo to 


'Ml 

,7 I 

I 

I 

! 

18 
15 


atisfying some of these former horees from Korea and 


vrhat have you, and they v;cnt tbei.r way evcntuallv, 


but wc maintcained a small cadre of people, knowing 


where to acquire more. 


20 


yL 


n ] ! 
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rir . Triplett, Again, vrhet was vovir source of 


income during this period? 


The Witness. Well, v;c h ad. a stipend from 
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Peres Jimine". Credit was set up for us to purchase 


groceries through a wholesaler. 


•» 


Mr. Triplett. Were those his personal funds, or 



was he a conduit for somebody else? 
.( kLSl— : 1...-.: :i:-b 
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The V7itness. Well, as far as we ):nov7, he v/as 
signing the checks. 

The only other sources were through some of the 
Cubans. V7e collected the refugee food that they did 
not want or need, stuff that -- v;c got it by the ton 
from these people, especially corn meal. They just 
never used corn meal so we ended up with a fev; tons 
of corn meal. 

VJe had other people. We had a beer distributor, 
supplied until he was v/arned av/ay by customs people. 

Wc had a number of people that supplied limited 
funds and what have you; trying to keep them as 
legal as possible, giving of food. We tried to discharcle 
the v/eapons thing until later r.i ch Lockley became one 
of the prime sources for weapons acquisition. 1 

i 

Mr. Triplett. Wlien did you first r.icGt 1 

I 

t 

Richard Loch.ley? U Civ-' j 

I 

i 

The Witness. Lockloy, we met through Bob Brown. i 

I 

t 

Mr. Triplett. 7ire you talking about Robert i: . Brovu 

) 

The VJitness, Right. ! 

•’„> ! 

He had done stories on Locl'.ley and Robert Dupuis i 


!j and those people. He v/as always keeping his eye out 


23 !! 


ij for sources of equipment and sources of moral support 


'I 


and financial support. 


li 

!i 



Lockley, v/e encountered early in 'C3. 
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Mr. Triplett. All right. 


IJow, v;e are getting tovrard:: the c-nd of 19G2 


Did you have occasion to go bach to the 


Los Angeles area at the end of '57. or beginning of 


J anuary , ' C 3 ? 


The V7itncss. Eeginnina of * f 3 . 


Mr. Triplett. I presume you stayed again v;ith you 


parents? 


The tTitness. Yes. My father had r-assed av 7 av 


in January. I \/as a little late for the funeral 


VJe had been arrested in Marathon Le comber, 'G2. 


got permission from the Court to travel to Californi 


I-A r . T r i p j. e 1 1 . V7 a s that the? t'T o — a r,' c y n v a j* r o r: ^ 


you are talking about? 


The Witness. 


Ic ii 


Jr. Triple* tt. Let us set the st,-. !-'o thore a 


i 

I little. 

I 


That exactly v;ere you doing at Mo->!anie t'ov prior 


1? ! 


ii to your arrest? 


ihc .itness. To ivere running a training svllabus 
- for a mixed group. At this point in time, Masferrer's 


Ij people had shown a definite interest in col labora tine 


‘yr i 


.jV;ith us on inserting some of their personnel. 
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:lr. Trip lout. llov; , you are talking about 


Rolando Masferrer or Kiki? 
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The WitnGfSG. No. Rolando Nacferror, Riki 
was a person that reinainod in the ba ch.grouncl . 

Mr. Triplett. About hov.’ many people die! you 
have at Mo-Nar.ie Key at that time? 

The witness. Americans, about eighteen or 
nineteen. Cubans, probably about twenty. 

Mr. Triplett. Can you give me the names of 
those that you recall being there? 

The tJitness. Of the Americans, there \rould be 
off ano on I am in and out of tlie t.hing — as 
far as being at the Key, v;e were ha^'ing to travel to 
acquire food, equipment and v/hat have you. 

Attached to the Key thing, the No-Name Kev 
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Joseph Cavendish Corman, Nilliam fcvmour, Lav/rcnco ”ovTard, 

I 

Ronald Ronce de Tioon. In there for a sborf period o \ 
time was Dennis Rarbor, othervrice >.nov;n as the 
professor . 

Mr. 'T'riplott. Was Tom Duncan there? 

-he iitncos. Tom Duncan xn and out, doincT 
;| pictures and a couple of stories. Let us see. 
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Steve Wilson, Justin J. Wilson. That is about 
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,, it on the ?imcricans. 
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:j Mr. Triple tt. IIow did that arrest come about? 
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The Witness . Then there is iTichard VJatley and 
Robert TCillis, too. 

During August of ’62, wc had become affiliated 
also with an organization that was Iicaded by 
Major Felipe Vidal Santiago. At that time, ho v;as 
on a loose retainer v;ith both Maval Intelligence 
and CIA. He, having been Naval attache to Colombia 
and Venezuela and vrhat have you, had extensive 
contacts in Latin America and v/as scc’ving support 
from certain Latin American governments, one of 
v/hich Vv’Qs Guatemala at that time. 

He had performed numerous insertion extraction 
operations on the north and south coast of Cuba, wor/.ijic 
v;ith minimum funding and what have you and hav'nc 
suffered no casualties, appeared to be one of the 
better operators in the business. 

One of our people, Roy Hargraves, who is a 
No-Name Rey man, Roy Emory TTargraves, became quite 
attached to Vidal Santiago and his group. 

I tnink in September, Vidal Santiago had done 
a number of trips from a safe-house, a CIA safe-house, 
that was run by one Edward Germaine, from his private 




-!C !i 


ij the Radio America's antenna there on 'hirathon 
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Vidal r*antiago fell: that there v/ould be no 


problem for us to use that as a departure and reentry 


point when we v/ere prepared to do so. Once the cre 


on Mo-T'7amc became av/are that there \:ou.Td be no 


difficulty as far as getting the green light, as it 


is called, for one or more insertion operations, as 


I 


I 


long as there was no fire fight involved, -- 

Mr. Triplett. (Interposing) Let me interrupt 
for the purpose of the record. 

Green light means official approval? 

The Witness. Deniable approval. At that point 
in time, the only law enforcement authority of c\ny 
responsibility, being the customs agent in charge 
in Key West, Cesar Diostaclo. Diostado being given 
the word that the people departing a.nd r e enter in cf , 
v7ould not be carrying heavy automatic n^oaporis; if 
they vrere carried, there v;ould be one of each. 

If it was a BAR, one 3?vR, a light 30 machine gun, 
one of each. Then, Dios tc\do and customs would not 
get too oncited about it. 

/At this point in time, soryj of the Cubans felt 
that an American presence was required on the island 

I 

i 

to activate more clandestine insertions of personnel . ' 

I 

They were not sure of their security on the : 

I 

island. There were jealousies from the remnants of • 

uo’0xi3‘i 
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training 
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them, and 
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uncTergrouncl and what have you, operators, and also 
the cooperating elements of Castro's militia and other 
higher ranl:ing military had gotten to the point where 
vrould deal v;ith nobody but an Ancrican in country, 

Well, I V7as not really anxious for that, not hnov*~ | 

I 

I 

ing what was v^aiting on the other end, that unless j 

we could guarantee a certain amount of fire rower 
in country to start inserting Americans on the scene 
because they would cause more militia to be launched 
in a swecp-and“dGS troy operation than anything 
else. 

Just American presence was enough to agitate 
Fidel's people into thinking this v;as a prime CI.A 
operation. Wo v;ere av/are of that, but sorrtc of the 
people got a little restless as to just training and 
training and training Cubans and v;av:5ng bye-bye to 
them and watching them go out and get shot up, get 
captured, disappear and what have you. 

They v/anted to participate on a Htt3e bit of 
business on the other end, v;hich T was not strlctl’' 
for that at that stage of the game. netting some of 
these guys that were not the most pro fessioniil in 
the business nailed, as had been Bobby Fuller 
and Tony r.arba and Angus McTTair and a few other clowns 
that thought they could win the WsSr in one vreokend. 
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One thing led to another. T vran out-votncl aa 


to if I vetoed the operation, it van 


going to go. 


They were going to align therane ] von vi th the rient 


recent group being/ trained and ir.nert with then. 


Unfortunately, because of a couple of 


conversations betvToen Joe Goman and cne of the 


other individuals as to v;hat thev thought of CI.A i: 


the presence of Cerrp.aine's wife, caused noricaine* 


V71 f e to ash' Oerp.aine if these were coinoan'/ 000010 


Shortly thereafter, CIA decided, to notifv 


n 


customs that somebody was using their safe-house 


v/ithout their permission. The arrest follov;ed. 


Mr. Triplett. Uas the arrest accomplished 


II 

i! 


personally by Cesar Diostado? 


1- •' 

I w • 


The Witness. It was under the command of 


l\ 

16 1 '•Wallace Siianley, and Diostado was there. 


^ r i p ± e 1 1 . 1 1 o w many n e o yj 1 e \ e ir e a r x’ c s t e ci 7* 


The Witness. Thirteen. 


• T rn 

iiX • 1 


Subsequent to that, whet type 


10 I of Court action was taken against ^'ou? 


:i H 


Tlio '.witness. The charges wex'e dismissed. 




Mr. Triplett. Then you proceeded onto 


:3 ! 


Los Angeles in January? 


ii 


The Witness. Right 


25 !* 


Mr. Triplett. You stayed at your family I 


aomc 
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20 
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in El Monte? 


The Witness. Right 


Mr. Triplett. Prior to that, grov;ing up, you 


lived in El xMonte? 


The Witness. Yes. 


tr. Triplett. V7ere you a’.7are , also, that 


Lav;rence IIov;ard had a home in El Ilonte at that tim< 


The V7itness. Oh, yes. 

Mo. He lived in Rivera, Pico, Rivera. 

!Ic later moved to South El Monte. 

Mr. Triplett. Mow, what, if anything, did you 
do in January, '63 with respect to your anti--Castrc 
ac tivi ties ? 

The Witness. Nothing. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you attend any meetings or 
The Witness. (Interposing) Nothing at all. 
Absolutely nothing. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

Wa.s that the time -- 

The Witness. (Interposing) 17cll, this is just 
prior to encountering Loran l-Iall. A female reporter 
from the Pasadena Star. I had been informed by 
|j members of my family that since 1961, this woman 
reporter had been very persistent inquiring of my 
father and v;hat have you, as to my activities and 


* j • 
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v/hat have you. There v;ere no .tores forthcoming, 
so they cloduced she v;as worI:ing for somebody. 

Gn a recent occasion, just prior tc my father's 
passing av;ay, they had i/idsned the street in fron. t 
of his TV shop and a "No parking" situation occurred. 

lie assuiTied, v.^ell, she lias got clout v:ith 
somebody. She is v;orking for somebody. Tie inejuired: 
"T7ell, if you v/ant to come around here anymore, get 
that rod strip off of the curb in front of my store." 
The next day it V7as gone. She i.s from Pasadena 


!1 

and 

he is A.lhambra, 

tV70 

different .muni 

12 

structures. So she 

did 

have some clou 

^3 1 

1 in - 

1 

1 

i 

- 



( 

!U 

1 

Mr. Triplett. 

(Interposing) Lot 

li 

1 

t 

Uh a t v;a s h e r n ante ? 


Id 


The Wltnes.s, 

Oh, boy. I have It 

.7 

She 

did do a s trory 

for 

that n G w s p ap e r 


e t no i n t e r r uo t . 


'll i! 


i> 

It 

!! 

If 



Mr. Triplett. So you could provide the name -- 

The ITitncss. (Interposing) She va.s the one 
that referred T^oran Hall to me and gave my address 
to him. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

Put you could, at a later date, give that ria.me to 
our inves tigators? 

The Witness. Oh, yes. 
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See, I v/as not in Los Angoles the scccnJ day. 

A 'phone call was received at a place where I am not 
normally found. It v/as this v;oman reporter inqu.iring. 

I thought it remarkable that she could acquire this 
'phone number because it v;as knov7n to nobody. 

The next thing, somebody v;as kn oc?'. in g on my 
door. My brother answered it. I was half asleep, and 
said that -- using this vjonan reporter's name. There 
v;as a guy there saying his name vths T.oran TIall and that 
he knew me and he wanted to see me. 

I knev; exactly who it was, but the connection 
between T.oran Hall of Cuba, 1959, and sn.ddon.ly, this 
reporter who I have already determined to be some 
type of an agent v;orking for somebody, that vwis 
li ;j quite an interesting stroke right there; blev 7 his 
cover right off the bat. 

!Ie wanted to get hack into the rcvoluf.ion. Me 

v; an tod to go to Miami and this and that and what 

i! 

|1 have you. r,o I proceeded, in the ne.xt ^•-•w davs. to 

1 u f * ' 

I 

j 

30 j ti^ko him around the circuit o^ those Cubans in the 

i 

1 

3' i| Los Angeles area. Dr. Tirso del Junco, and a few 


i 


16 i 
I 

17 ! 

:a 


■: others, self-styled anti-Communist , people that have 
■% 

v/orked with Schv.wxrtz and all the other right-wingers 

II 

i 

in the southern California area. 


I 
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I took him through that circuit and introduced 
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him v.’it}; th.^co people. 

T hnG ^7 a 3.1 these people to ho in ■^orr-an t s anv^-rr.y , 
so I better just put this informant in touch v.’ith all 
the other informants and ^et him off cf m.’/ bach. 
he vjas insisting on leaving his employ. no V 7 as '''^orbirr | 
for a Chevy dealership in Pasadena over on Croon St re. el- 
and ho wonted to go to Miomi. 

I saici: ”t 7 ell, good." I was going to flj-' bach/ 

but nov; I could take some equipment bock. I 
figured, well, he is v/orking for the man out here, 
local law enforcement. We will bo busted about tv/o 
blocks from my house. So I v/ill cause him to 


believe 


13 


the vehicle 


la 


in 


automa tic 

weapons 

and v/hat 

h ave 

y o u i i; 

They 

will 

not be 

there, and 

v/hen 

arc 

all 

over 

and let 

us go t on 

<A— ^ ^ ^ 

L.li O 

plane 

have 

blown 

it. D 

ut if ’,:e D 

rocec 

u 


father than that, then he is obviously vrorking for 
sor.ie federal agency. 

So \!c traveled. Cn route, I o topped in 

tlr. Iriplctt. Let me interrupL and I>ack tr-i;cd: a 
li ttle . 

dvfter you net Loran Hall and prior Lc departing the 
Los Angeles area, did you have occasion to pawn a 
rifle? 


25 !| 
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This Witness . Right. I introduced him t 
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Hat 

hcock . 


Mr . 

Triplett . 

IIov7 had you met Dich 

The 

Wi tness . 

Through Watley in 'C2 

Mr. 

Triplett. 

Richard Watloy? 

The 

/7i tne s s . 

Ri gh t . 

Mr. 

Triplett. 

To your hno^.-ledge, v; 


an old friend or acquaintance of Pichard ’’atley? 

The Witness. Oh, yes. 

Mr. Triplett, All right. 

ITov; did it come about that you pav/ncd the rifle? 

The Witness. Well, I v/as short of funds and 
leery also of having my equipment sei sed, tvjo blochs 
from, the house, so I decided to leave it in safe 
hands. That v.’as my Johnson rifle, and I thinh. some 
other v/eapon. 


In one case , an incii vi ct ual that had been in our 
training cam.p in ’fl v/ent to California and caused mv 


^ 22 ;j family to believe that I had sent him and he made c'f 




i! 


2i 


1 , 


? li 



I^r. 

Triple tt . 

Is 

i t 

a vT o h n s on 3 0 o d d C, ? 

\ 

f 

j 

1 


The 

Witness . 

Ves 

rp 

• a. 

he fa mi 1 y i; a o o i n cr 

t 

to i 

I 

move 

and 

in moving. 

T 

had 

lost equipment and v 

1 

1 

■•’hat hav'c | 

you 

that 

I had left 

be 

hind 

in the past. 

1 

1 

I 


v;ith a couple dozen v;eapons from m.y .storehouse. 

So X V7as reluctant to leave any of my equipment in 
California, especially my Johnson with the scope on it. 
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.'O I docidec! I v;ould leave it v;ith riat'icoc’; and tnl 
a ninimal couplo of dollars fror hiiv. . 

were arrested a couple blocks away, i ,,o,,ld not lose 
n'tv v/eapon. 


Then if \:q 


Hr . 

Triplett 

The 

?7i tnos s . 

i--r . 

Triplett 

Was 

cin y t h i. n g 


ao 




Was anything else pav;ned at the sai;;e tine 
you recall? 

The Witness. camera, I baliovo. r'aii had a 
camera and some golf clubs. 

kr. Triplett. How much money did you recciv 
pav;ning the rifle? 

The Witness. i think it was lor the rifle 

'5 j and Hall got seventy-five or a hundred dollars for 
the camera and the golf cluhs. 

.'•r. Triplett. All right. 

Then you departed Los Angeles? 

The Witness. In his vehicle. 

Wr. Triplett. Where did you go? 

We routed through '^ucson. t 

^ome -phone calls, contacted some people in Tucson 
23 1 

II tnat I v;ar. intorosted in talhin^^ »-^ith ^ - .. ^ 

:i '-J-Ln tor a cour>je 

2^ '1 

save an interview to the 

- press there in HI Paso, met with some other people. 
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Then fron ri Paso, directly to Dallas. 

ConyrosG.o.an Russelot had r.dviceu r-\e it voulcl net 
be a had idea to sec Bob .Morris in Dallas at the 
7.dolphus Tov:er3, 

Mr. Triplett. T'Jhat vras the purpose for s.eolri<^' 
Dob Morris? 

The Witness. To solicit support vand soin.c 
)| political contacts for lobbying the effort. 

Mr. Triplett. Mow, you are speahing of 
Robert Morris, the attorney? 

The VTitness. Right. 

Mr, Triplett. Mow, to your knowledge, V 7 as 
Robert Morris vrorhing v:ith any governir.nnt In to 1 lig:‘nco 
agen cy ? 

The Witness. It v;o u 1 d b e hard c c s ay . Iso o’: e 
\:ith hip. that one tine, or I bellovo tv.^ico. Then, 
nauG arrangements for me to noc t w.i th T,er. tor Rogue. 

.Mr. Triplett, Was that the first tinu- you net 
T.cster I.oguc? 

Th c I'M t n c s s . Ri gh t . 

Mr. Triplett. Did cither Robert .Morris or 
Le.ster Logue arrange for you to ncet ar.vbody else? 

The Witness. Let me thini: on Po.ster. 


See, we had contacts v.Mth other Te*: 


an s in * C 2 



Mr. Triplett. When you say ” do you n-^an 
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yoursolf anc' nov;ard Davin? 

The T'7itnc!?n, And, Howarc! Davi-s. 

I do not think Lento r knovrn to no In ’ 2 

I thin): it war. that February of ’53. 


Mr. Triplett. 

All 

ri gh t . 


To your knowledge. 

at that 

time, did T.cster 

Howard Davis, 

or had he met 

h ■’ r \ 

The Witness. 

Mo. 

I do net 

t h i n ]: sc. 

Mr. Triplett. 

All 

right . 


Did Robert Morris 

or Lester 

Loruo introduce 


12 i 


to anybody else in Dallas? 

The fTitnoss. Vie ir.ot a nunber of people. Mot 


13 i' 


at this time-. With Loran Hall. I net -- v^ith 


1' ■' 
I w I 


20 

21 I 


Loran Hall in the background -- nor.t of the tine T I 

» 

I 

I 

an leaving Hall in the car, not even ?.n the position : 

1 

i 

vrhero ho can tel] v/hat address I an. going to. T thlnt. i 

because wc were going to go to another ireoti. ng and stvsy j 

i 

overnight in Dallas, v;e stayed at one of Sturgis' | 

i 

buddy’s place in Dallas. • 

t 

t 

Mr. Triplett. Was that Wally Welch? 1 

t 

The "Witness. Wally V7elch. | 

Then I decided it v/ould be interestina for • 


33 |l 

i| Logue to knov; who Hall was, given the warning that if 

ii 

f I 

24 |i 

;j tiiU 9^y ever caiae bade on his ov/n , tlicn he is v^ort T rio 


e is v;orkinq 


-v- ' 


for somebody. 
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^ Triplett. And, you did make that clear to 

Lester Logue at that time? 

Tlia 77 i tn e s s . Yes. 

Mr. Triplett. On this trip, did you have occasi' 
to meet General L^alker? 

The Witness. Yes. We met in fact, 

‘.Tally i/clch. Lor an Hall, 77ally‘s v;ife and myself, v/e 
met with 77 a Ik or at his home t\ 7 icc. 

Mr. Triplett. A.lso on this trip to Dallas, did 
you make a nev;spaper interviev/? 

The Witness. Right. Dallas Tines Herald. 

I did one v/ith the Dallas Morning Hev;s and one 
1| with the Dallas Times Herald. One of the guys that 
did the interview was the guy that got karateed later 

j: 
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Mr. 

Triplett . 

Are you aware of Robert Morris 

having any associa 

tion with CUSA? 

The 

L'i tnc s s . 

:io. 

Mr . 

Triplett . 

Did you ever subsequently becor 

aware of 

th^it? 


The 

Witness . 

ITo . 

Mr. 

Triplett. 

All right. 

How 

long V7as 

this stay in Dallas? 

The 

Wi tncss . 

Probably three days. 

Mr. 

Triplett . 

All right. 
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V/ V i A t> 


1 /r-;. 




(CeZ OH) VOSH -.uorqooxxoo Hif 'iCdoo 



3 on 7TH sTiu:tT, S.w. RrroRTrRS Bim.nTHn* iv.£imicTOM» n.c. 2nn?u ( 202 ) S5'»-23hs 


li 

II 


^ A ' I 
- u i 


- i! 


I 

Then, when you left, v/here did you go fror^. there? i 
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12 
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\c ii that meeting? 
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1/ 


la 


19 

20 


The MitncGG, More or Iggg \.'hat \:e?. happening in 


i 4 


iarai and v/hat we intended to do in t-'iu very 


V I’t 'i 


Taq Titnecs. New Orleans. 

Mr. Triplett. What did you do U'h.en you v/ere 
in New Orleans? 

The WitneGS. I left Ka.ll parked about 
away from a laundromat and contacted Franh Bartes , 
Francisco Bartes, and had a mooting v.’ith Luis Rabell 
and Prank Bai'tes. 

Mr. Triplett. You met both Fabell and Eartes 
at that time? 

The Witness. Right. 

Well, I had .known them from before, fre-m 'G2. 

'Ir. Triplett. Yes. I mean, you mot v;ith them? 

Tiie Witness. Right. 


Mr. Triplett. What v/as tlie discus.sion about at ' 




future and the difficulties in I thiink 
conversation v/ont back to funding being available 
21 1; soma of their sources for a specific dramatic oporc-. tionr j 

I 

Mr. Triplett. Did you go visit anybody else in ! 


“I*? 


-- \, 'Tev7 Orleans? 



The Witness. Lot us see. 
Larry LaDorde. 


Olio 
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Mr. Triplett, Dici you have a clincunsion 
LaDordc at that tine? 

The iTitner.s. Probably about ten or iifteen 


4 ninutes. v;as involved in some hind of activitv 


5 that va.3 keeping hir. busy and v:an not too iv.uc.i 


£ j interested in v;hat v;as happening in Mia.ni at that ti:-:.e. 

I 

7 Mr. Triplett. To your knov;lodgef v;as he aligned 

g I or associated ^,;ith any Intelligence acenev? 

I 

9 j The tritness. CIA. 

$ 

10 j -'^r . Triplett. Off the record, 

n (Discussion off the record.) 

2 Mr. Triplett. On the record. 

I 

2 I Mhen and where did you first ir.ee t Larr^ I.anord--? 

t * 

i 

'• I Tne 'Jitness. That vras at n sa* re*"hourw' ooe'’'atcd 

I - ^ 

i 

i ; Tony Ouosta, Ramon Font off of ;Torthv;c‘ot ■H’-'-Fr- vc’*' • 

'! .. - J - . w 

0 I Avenue i\nv. Thirteenth street. 

” i Mr. Triplett. T’7ould that be here !n *:inr;i? 

I 

S The Witness. In Miami, Florida. 

? Tliat V7ould have been February, l^C2. 

I 

i Mr. Triplett. Did you frequent.lv associate with 

I 

f Larjry hanorde? 


12 

Mr. 

■'3 1 
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Mhen 

! 

The 


lo '] 


u i 
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’he Tfitness. Continuously until missil.e cri.sis. 


; October of *62, 


2d !i 


|i 

e ll 


Mr. Triplett. Mhat was the purpose of your 


;i association v;ith LaBorde? 
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Th-s Uitnnss. LaHordc fomcier^ n 

full-Mov/n CIA operator. Even though ho hao boon an 
onrinfior on board the Tahana; (phonetic}, the CIA 
cnbchacer, he felt that if he vja.n able to orcanico 
his operation, then he would acquire the green light 
in financing from his agency colleagues. 

Mr. Triplett. Going back a little bit to 
P.ichard Ilathcock, when and v;herc did vou first meet. 


him? 


The T'Utness. That would be January, 19C2 in 
TIo 1 ly«7ood , California. 


1- ;[ animals, had v7or!:od for an individual that ran an 


1 ^ 1 
'' i 

Mr . 

Triplett. How did 

vou 

mk 

happen 

to meet 

f 

■11 m? 1 

( 

! 

I! 

The 

^7itness. tTatley, 

in h 

is past 

trave Is 

1 

t a 1 

1 

1 

14 1 
1 

done v7ork 

in the film Indus 

try 

and v;crk 

od with 

1 

V.M*. 1 d 


animal compound, titled " TT a t u :: e * n u v c n " , a d. i n 
the procccs of v;or3:ing v;ith t'ac film industry, had 
r.iat quite a fev; people, among then Pi chard Pathcoc’: 

^■dno ran a trading post on TTollyvrood "nouJevard in the 
13300 block of Pollyv/ood Houlevard that ’vas in trequ-''r! 'O •’ 
a hangout of members of the Explorers’ Club and the 
I Adventurers' Club, people who I had become acouainted 
with subsequent to my leaving Cuba and arriving in 


Los Angeles, 

Mr. Triplett. 
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introduced you to Hathcock? 

The >'itness. Hathcock. 

r-'r . Triplett. That v;oulc indicate to you that 
^■Jatley bad a prior knov;ledge or associcition v/ith 
Hathcock? 

The itn ess. Right. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you have occasion to meet 
Hathcock ’3 associate, Roy Payne? 

The Witness. Right. 

Mr. Triplett. V7as he there at tlie time v:hen you 
pav.’ncd the rifle? 

Th e t? i t n e s s . Ri gh t . 

Mr. Triplett. Wov7, v;hat is your knov/lcdge of 
Roy Payne’s activities at that Li mo? 

The Ivitnass. Roy Payne i-orked, de.-^'cribed by 
Hathcock and then later himself, as a divorce 

./hat jiave you, in divorce investigations 
ano Dondsr.ian and in apprehension of bond— j unpers 
and a person th.at had close connection v:i th certain 
mob figures on the west coast. 


divorce 


Jl 
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ij 

Mr . 

Triplett 

To your 

knov: ledge , 

‘1 

! 
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have any 

connoc ti 

on v/ith Dino Cellini? 

23 I 
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^ »l 

The 

Mitness . 

He dated 

his sister 
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Mr . 

Triplett 

. Dino’s s 

i s t c r ? 

^ « .1 

The 

^ditnes s . 

Maria. 
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Mr, Triplett. Did he do any profGsr^ionai worl',, 
to your kno\/ledge, for Dino Cellini? 

The Mitncsc. never explored it. The last tine 
I sav; him v/as in 19G7 at the heigth of the Carrison 
thing. He v;as quite nervous. rie referred to 
Maria Cellini and certain events that I could not 
tie into anything as having really upset him. 

rie ^.’as in hiding. People wore after him. and 
v;hat have you. Tie had been questioned by the 
arren Co.miiui s s ion people and \7as quite upset at i?.y 


T.T 
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ence 

there . 

*•* V 

. t L . 

Triplett 

The 

Mi tnes s . 


r. Triplett. At your presence in ?!o’/ Or lean 

The Mitness. At my presence in Ccllyv.’ocd, 

California; is \7herc I saw^ him. in l?f7. 

Mr. Triplett. “Tow, getting hach. to 19G3; .in 
ji 

j your January trip, you montioned that you .saw 
Luis r.abcll; Pranl: Harte.s and Larry LaPorde in 
ilew Orleans. 

Th e VM tn c o s . Yes. 

Mr . Triplett. Did you vi :j i t any body e 1 s e ? 

The Mitness. Mo. I think \:o left k-ew Orleaii 
night, in fact. May have stayed over one nigTio and 
went on the n e x t day. 

The fact is as we V7ere cro.s r. ing the line l>eLv.'eer. 


f— 4. I, . 

L. A w 


ji Louisiana and Mississippi was *ahen John Clc-nn was 
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going into orbit on the car radio 


'•!r . Tri^^lett. You are speahing of t\ 




f" y >> I 1 - 1 - 


Th G i t n e s G . Right. 


'■r. Triplett. Did you Goe Joe Ra.hcJ.1 there? 


The !7iLneGG. He might have beer, at the hour.e 


I thinb '.*7e met at the son-iri-la;/ ' s ho use na:-:t 
door when I was there. 


Mr. Triplett. Nc::t door to Rartc-s at the 


laundromat? 


The Witness. Mo. Luis Raboll's house. 

Mr. Triplett. I thought you stated. — 

The Witnes.G. (Interpos i.ac) 
live in Matera, and tht? laundro.mat ir. closer to 


^ 3 Y'r •'-* 1 ^ 7 * 'I T" ^ , 

a.. JL * i w. . - J Cl J- ^ ' 




i Mcm 7 Orlucins itself, down the cana.T 


i!r . Triplett. So the meoting v.^as at the house 
not at the- laundromat? 


y 


The VTitnesG. 

I called him fro.m the laundromat v:hon he V 7 ar> 


not there* then v.’ent over to the house. 

Mr . Trip 1 e tt . I see . 

Then, you departed Mew Orleans and from there, 
where did you go? 

Tire Witness. Went through Mobile*, .Alabama 


ij .-nd in f'obile, attempted to contact namon -lapior i/G0i21 


I 

;; '7ho had been with us bade in 'fl. 



thiiih T contacted 
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his Gx-v;ife and his mother v;ho ran a inctcl or. the 


main highway thc-re in Mobile, v;cst of Mobile. 


Could not locate him, and I thint -- 


,‘lus 


T 


^ * * > « 


to recover .some equipment that I had loft there. 
There drove through Tallahassee, riorida and on down 
to Miami . 

Mr. Triplett. Do you have any re la tionship 
with Lee 'Taoier? 


The Witness. ?To. Tie was a police officer i 


i.n 


the time, '(11, 'G?. , v.^orh.ing for Miami Police Departa:cnt 
in close cooperation v^ith Charlie ."^app. 

Mr. "’riplett. But you had no per.sonal 
association vrith him? 

The Witness. I probably net hii:: once or tv;ice. 
Charlie Papp called him into the office, I thinh. 


do relationship betv;ccn Damon and Lee as 


cou], J d c. t e r r.'.i n e . 


We vjould D.li?ays cro.s s- ch a e'e a let of 


ar 


s as 


people in local areas to identifv 
the info r m a n t .s . 

Mr. 'Triplett. All right. 


r I- U 


”n i tche.s , 


possibly h/ciiig distant relatives o lav’ on '^or ceiVi.n t 


0/ i 


35 


After leaving Mobile, v^h-re did you go then? 

'"he Witno.ss. Through Tall?hassee end then dov.vi 




the central part of Florida to ’^iarni. 
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Mr. Triplott. All through this entire trin, 


you were in Loran ITall*s car with Pall? 


Th c witness. Yes. 


Mr. Triplett, All right. You arrived in Minri 


What did you do then? 


The Witness. The first thing that we focused 


upon was Hall attempting to contact Senator Pearson 


Kansas. Hall's wife had been a private secretary 


to the owner of Piper Aircraft. Somehov; she had 
developed a relationship with Senator Pearson in 
Kansas. Hall also felt that this would be an 
opportune time for him to .reestablish contact with 
Santo Trafficantc. In fact, wc were about to detour 
from 'x'allaliassee and go through Tarapa. 

I am really not sure. We miglit iiavo gone threugh. 
Tampa and St. Petersburg v/herc he attempted to -- 


made some 'phone calls or something. T really do 




23 
2 i : 


not recall that one. 

Mr. Triplett. To your hnowlcdge, v;as he 
successful in establishing contact or reestablishing 
contact v^iLh Santo Trafficante? 

The Witness. We separated probably four or 
five days after that v/hile he was in the process of 
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ii 0.0 in g just tnat ane planning a trip up to Tamo a or 

ti • 


•ir 



’ \ 




i| St. Pete. 

•• I -h ' y-Y -I :• 'T • .. ' 

\) iiX. "liaL-. — : .b:_. - 

(etz 3 H) VOSH :u 0T3D3TT0D >Lir 


^ O 


300 7TII STRF.KT, S.U. RriuUTfRS mirLDIUO. IVSIITMCTOH . P.C. 2n07'l (202) S5H-23M5 


1 ]. : 



nr. Triplett. VTliat v/as the purpose for his 
contacting Santo Trafficantc? 

The "JitncsG. Secliing financial support for 
anti-Castro activities. 

Hr. Triplett. All right. 

Then, v/hat did you do v/hilc you v/crc in Miarai 
at that time? 

The Hitnoss. At this point in time, one of the 
Cuban operations had gone sour. Some people had 
been captured. I v;as in touch v/ith Ashman. 

I'laturally, I had come back to find that the charges 
v;ere in the process of being dismissed. 

Mr. Triplett, May I interrupt? 

T7hen you arc tal]:ing about "Ashman," you are 
Iw ;! referring to Charles Ashman, the attorney? 

II ~ 

The Hi tne s s . Ri gh t . 

At this point in time, some Cubans v/erc arrostod 
] ilenoyo, I believe, some of his people were arrested 
in the TJahamas, Some other people v;ere arrested hy 
U. S. lav; enforcement or Coast Guard. Hq ^ot Aslimah 
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j to T7ashington to see the British A.mbassador in 
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|1 bJashingto.n and a number of other people. 
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! I traveled to Hasnington v;itli him in late Pebrua''"/ 
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doing that, and our first forn>al contact v:ith him 
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[r . Triplett. To your knoirledge , did Charles 
Ashman have any association v.’ith any Intelligence 
agency? 

The witness. I assume that he did. -To had lieen 
an administrative aide to George Cr.athers. He had 
been dex^uty attorney general for the Gtate of Floridr. . 
T'.y the time v;e came in contact v;ith him, he had 
h e v;as v/orl:ing for the Erv/in Harris Advertising 
Agency, which the grapevine told us it was a 
proprietary. 

He had been seizing Castro’s assets in this 


December of 'C2, volunteering his se.]; vices as an ! 

i 

attorney. ^’ith no prior re lat ionsh ip c*::ca’)t that ' 

1 

I had had one or two meetings v;ith ”rwin Tlnrris, i 

i 
I 

probably tv;o months or three months before that during ! 

i 

the heighth of our operating v;ith Governor Farris Rryantj 

I 

t 

and flidney nillman.and all these other x>ooplr::, ! 

i 

ij Tiarris came into the picture for one reason O'*' ! 

•I ~ : 
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^3 II ! 

il another, vague, vague reasons. ' 

;>00125; 

It v;ac a case of Bill P.aggc hadi boon named as • 
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v;e concluctcd vith exile exile , le.iclers to counter 
v/hat CIA and other people v;ere saying as to their 
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capabilities, qualifications and activities on the 
island and v/hat v;as transpiring on thr i.s.land prior 
to the ni.ssile crisis » So Harris had r'.c t vrith us 
a couple of tiniGS, 

Then, there was no purpose for liai-on with hin, 

and out of the blue, v;as the 'phono call to the jail 

in Key ^'Jest, 17e assumed that thor was a possibility 

that to avoid -- because it was a company safe-house 

we were departing from that the company would 

probably put up an attorney, which wa.s the case 

prior to that and subsequent to that in quite a few 

of the Cuban operations that v.^ent sour. 

5'!r. Triplett. Now^, in the spring of 

v.^a.s tho time that Kddie Bayo v;as — ! 

i 

The Titnes.s. (Interposing) Tol.1, it would net i 

i 

be r.ddio ^ayo. He v;as cither a '‘Bavo" or Bd.uard.o 

• I 

his nOTT de guerre being "Bayo" without orcfoci.nq it 

i 

V.’ i. t h “ B d d -i. e . ” ' ! o b o d y v; o u 1 d e v or c? 1 1 h i m '* B d d i c B a v o . ’ ' | 

I 

I 

I 

Triplett. All right. | 

I 

Onl^' in the oress? ! 

• «- • 
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The. BMtness. Only in the press. 

Mr. Triolett. All right. ■ 


During the spring and early part of 19G3, was 
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the time that Bayo was circulating his letter 
purporting that there were Russian technicians on 
the island of Cuba, v/as it not? 

The VJitness. Mo. lie had done none of tliis 
until Franb Sturgis v/as on the scene. he v;as , at 
tiiat point, divorcing himself from Tony Questa's 
Commandos L group, had come to a minor clash vrith 
their policy and decided to take certain of the 
members of the Corrimandos L group under his vring and 
pror.iote some of his own operations. 

Ue v;ere able to acquire certain financial support 
for him and some weapons and explosives for him. 

Hr. Triplett. ■ I7hen did he start planning or 
promoting v;hat ultimately became hrio^.'n as the 
Dayo-Pawley raid? 
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The HiLness. Hell, the first mon. 
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v:as $5,0 00, and that v.'as for a Haitian operation, 
working v;it;i some of our Haitian contacts. His 
intent at that time was to focus on the I-aitian 
situation and drop the Cuban situation, exceot that 
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equent to the first operation directed against 
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2.iti , he v7ould insist that it would be a onc“’tO"'Orie 


|j affair. The financing v;ould have to be supportive of 
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one raid Haiti, one raid Cuba constantly. 


Mr. Triplett. All right 
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This V7 3.S in early 19 G 3? 

The Titnass. This was in March o.C 19G3: February 
and March. 

Mr. Triplett. Mow, when you mention your riaitian 
contacts, arc you referring to a couple of men 
named Roberson and Maglure? 

Tlie TJitness . -lo . 

Mr, Triplett. r^re you aware of the.se men? 

The witness. I have heard the nam.cs, but th.cy 
arc vague. 


Mr. Triplett. T7as Rolando Masferrer invc i. 


1 ir- 


16 
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17 j 
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in Haitian matters? 

The Witness. 'To. Mot at all. Ttio.::c wore ray 
sources. The man v:as flat brohe , short on weapons, 
ij had a damaged vessel. He had absolutolv nothin^ 

ii _ ^ 

encept pa.st c::pc*rience and personnel. 

Mr. Triplett. 7.11 right. •• 

Mho v.^ere your sources in the Haitian .matter? 

The Mitnes.s. They were people that v/ill rohiain 
u.nh.uown , t’lat vjcro residents in Pal timer o and 
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Mr. Triplett. Can you e::plain, just for the 
p record, what you mean by "They will rciaain unh.no- ’n ’’ ? 
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■iriO Titnos.s. Mell, they \7cre people that 
•■not get directly involved in the activities. They 
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used a conduit to deliver the nioney. 

Mr. Triplett. A sort of a cut-out syr.tcr-.? 

The T? it ness. Right. 

Mr . Triplett. All r i gh t . 

tThen did the planning -- 

The tZitness. (Interposing) Rsser.tially , privuco 
citizens, but people v/ith contact ^’ith associates in 
the Intelligence community. 

Mr. Triplett. When did the planning or the 
first talk develop regarding the so-callcd 
Bayo-Rav;ley raid? 

The Witness. I would say in the middle of March 
I introduced T2ayo and Castillo and Con tine and those 
people to vTohn Ma.rtino. John tlartino, at that time, 
was engaged in a spea3:ing tour covering his activities 
as a prisoner of Castro for a couple of years. 

As it developed, Martino had. established a 
certain rapport v;ith Jack Gore of Port I.auderdalo, 
a Mrs. Perry, her husband being an inventor of the 
Perry Cubmarine , linked V7ith Mr. T-inl: , the inventor 
of the Link training device and what have yo\\ and 
Core being the publisher of a Lauderdcale newspaper 
and Perry being the owner of a chain of nev7spapcrs. 
Congressman Bill Kramer v;as involved v:ith them. Also, 



Pav’ley v;as involved with those people. : 
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Shortly thereafter, a meetinr V7as arranges in 
Fort I.audcrdalc to discuss these activities. At 
this same point in time, Sturgis and Forte and hi. s 
people v7ere involving themselves in some boat 
operations. Once again, Sturgis shov;cd up on the 
scene out of nov;here, attempting to --- once the 
finances \;erc fairly certain, Sturgi.s sho-.:ed up on 
the scene in the company of a man that Fayo had 
determined to be a Castro agent, an a.ssociate of 
Balbuena, by the name of Fnriqv.c Molina Hi vara, one 
of Faoul Castro's people v:ho vras to disappear later 
with Rorbe and Sullivan on a flight to r^enico. 

!ir . Triplett. Mas Loran Tall involved in thos* 
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^he Witness. He was v;orh.ing with tho.se oeoolo 
TIall had taken sides v?ith Fnriqv'.e Molina R.ivora 
since Fnrique Molina Rivera had been tis jailer in 
Trescornia and since Hall showed a ^riend.ship \’ith 
Molina Rivera, Rayo did not want him around. 

Mr. Triplett. I see. 

To backtrack a little, vou are the one that 
introduccvd Bayo to John Martino? 

The Witness. (Nodded affirmatively.) 

Mr. Triplett. How and v/hen did you first meet 
|| John Martino? 

m r li, ■ : - i -k— ^ ■ ■■ 
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The Witness. Oh, the first week after he v;as 
released, I met him at his horae in Miami Beach. 

Mr. Triplett. When he was releasee from the 
Cuban prison? 

The Witness. Right. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you have many contacts or 
associations with John Martino? 

Tlie vjitness. Continuously. 

Mr. Triplett. In what type of endeavors? 

Tne Witness. Studying information that v;as 
coming out of Cuba from certain sources. lie v/anted 
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o get active in operations against Castro in putting 
niiTisexi; into a position of solicit in a financial 
support for those activities. 

ilr. Triplett. In the planning stages or prepara 
stages of the Bayo-rav;ley raid, did you have occasion 
to have any dealings v;ith Santo Trafficante? 

i 

The V7itness. 13 o j 

' I 

Triplett. Other than John Martino and j 

i 

Eduio Bayo, \/ho else v;as involved in the planning of | 

I 

, I 

that raid, to your hnowledcTC? • 

I 

i 

^Ite ’^Jiwness. Well, at the time that Martino, | 

I 

I 

subsequent to the meeting in Jacl: Gore's office in i 

Fort Lauderdale, I had to travel to hew Jersey and 

tiien to Chicago and then to Lockley ' s place in • 

■ . • . • ^ • \ 
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particular conunanuc group I was T;or;:iag v;ith ran a 
frcc-lance bus line relocating Cuban refugees to 
Union City at thirty dollars a head \:ith sorve 
Econo-I.inc vans. In Mew Jersey, I contacted a couple 
of people I knev: to be in the arms h-usinsss and then 
later over in Manhattan, I had a couple neetings 
’%/ith Prank Me Ison, one of Et urgin' buddies, the guy 
that originally set up the Morgan-Pru j i ] lo deal 
back in '59. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

The two people in T;Tev7 Jersey in the arms business, 
was one of them Rolando Masferrer? 
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The 

17 i. t n c s s 
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I v/ould not w 


are American people privately in the arms business, 
legitimate a.rns business. Thes«'^ were to .acquire 
conventional side arms and amnuin i ti on , nothi.ng 
illegal . 

Mr. Triplett. The same- thing in Chicc;go? 

The Uitness, Chicago V7as to see the former 


attorney for Castro, Gus Pangols, (phonetic), 
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Conp^tantin Kan gels. I think I stopped and visited, 
with riovrard Davis* si.ster. I thin): at that tiiro T 
had a co\iplc of nanes of people to see that had bn or. 
given to r:io by Rab.usin or through Didnsy Killrian's 
contacts, people to see in Chicago. 


cano. From th 

ore, I 



hi^sn people in 

the 

s lino in his 

veh id 

we nroceodc-d 

to 


li 


Collinsville, Illinois to nick up sor.'e autor.at.ic 
v.’eapons and o::plosives. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

To your hnov.^lcdge, v/hat role or what part riid 
Frank Sturgis play or want to piny in the hayo-'*^ av.0.oy 
r a id? 
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Well , 

there vrr.s 

+• o r. o 

pcirti cip.nt ion . 

He 

V7 as to 

bo cxclu 

a r. r1 >• fi 1 1 ' 

Mr— Trii'/Ie 

tt . 

Well , 

you s a. i d 

h c v.^ a. .s h a n g i rs g 


2C 



around the v/ingn 
II o v; as? 

The tiitness 


once ag<ain 


— attenotino to innort himself 



Mr. Triplett. He v/as un.s uccess f ul? 

The Witness. As far as I could determine. 
We haci had a bit of an encounter v'ith his 
associate, Alex Rork.e, was giving speeches in 
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Palm Beach to the little old ladies' sev/incj circle. 

He v/as dropping the names of DRB and 30th of 1:70 vember 
and V 7 iiat have you. So V7C determined that the 
leadership of DRB , the directorial student directorate, 
andi these other people had not authorized rt, so \/c 
loaded! up a couple of cars, one of then beme 
Loran Hall's car and we proceed-cd to Palm Dcach and 
a.d vised P.orhe that here is the names you are 
dropping, here is the leadersliip. 7'e do not want 
to hear anymore of it. 

Sturgis, at that time, was not too happy with 
that. Ha arranged for a meeting subsequent to that 
v;ith Sullivan and Rorhc and myself in .Tranl: Ilelson'r, 


S. T ^ 


" Ij apartment, which V7as around the corner from Eayo's 
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house on Southwest Sixth Street and Fourth Avenue. 
There, Rorl:c v;antcd to mend his v/ays and have a 
dettantc v/ith myself. Somebody, Sturgis or someboev 
else, had told, him that Dayo ';;as a ):cy figure on 
some business they v/ere interested in. Sullivan 
v; an tod to get my assistance in identifying the 
Sam Sight Corridor so they could do a couple of 
!j overflights and avoid radar detection from the 

They felt I v/as quite familiar v;ith 
.ocations . 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 
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Aside from helping get the v^eapon^. / *i7hat role, 
if any, did you play in the r.ayo-Pa'.,’lsy raid or its 
preparation? 

The ■ritness. Well, once I returned v:ith the 
vjeapons fron Collinsville , Illinois, T v;as more or 
less comiaitted to that particular group to assiot 
thein in carryinry out their operation t-nd deliver a 
certain number of weapons to Tony Cuesta in h.is 
group. 

I V7as not at that time really interested in 
what Dayo's situation v;as . 
what have you. 

Unbehnownst to me, Pav.’lcy and his crev; had 
co-opted Payo completely and nov; I './a:; being invited 
to participate, but not at a c.ecisi on -milling level. 
After a meeting wi.th P. ayo a.nd his peo-'le and 'lartiiio 
and they described v/hat the op»cratiori was going to 
be, I advised them that I could becci'ie either 
initial insert on the thing v;ith the team or be i:- 
a bacb.up position, but that T WciS against this opera Lie 
for v.’hat it was, supposedly extracting some dc?fector.:. 
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I felt 
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ii T did not believe the defectors were there. 

Hr. Triplett. Other than your own beliefs, did 
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;| you hoar anybody else express an opinion that this 


;i raid may have had some other purpose? 
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The T’Titnor^s. Well, JIartiiio wen quite 7 rank 
v/ith ne at that point in tine, that thin vran a pure 
out-and-out plan to assasninate Centre, that thin 
v 7 hole operation was being sold to the participants 
as an extraction operation of defector- where, in 
fact, they v/erc going to insert a hit tour:, a:\tl they 
v;ere going to try and catch Castro July the 2 C;th at 
Las Her cedes. 

In 19 G 3 V 7 as the tenth anniversary of the 

Moncada assault and they felt that Can t r o w Quid be 

in one of two places that afternoon on July 2 Cth, 

at the Moncada Tlarrachs and later at - 

: Can’ll llo Can Puego School in Las Hercedcr. They 
j 

|| would have a teaiTi waiting for hiii'. at each olace. 

T confronted Eayo v:ith that. J!o did not third*, 
it was a bad idea, 

Hr. Triplett. Did he adriit that that r.iav be th.- 
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The Witness. Pasically. 

dr. -L r 1 p 1 G 1 1 , Do you have a y Iwi 1 >.} c. g e o f wli a t 
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1 ; happened on that raid? 
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The Witness. I think they got all the way to 
ji the place and nissed. 

Mr. Tr?-plett. Do you have any k.nov.’lodge of 


j anybody who survived that raid? 

•I 


f. ■ J • 




v: t i m:' ■ ■ : 

)} .dLail — ^ : 

fjj. i£ZZ 3H) VOSH :u 0T3 00XX0D Xif *Xdoo 


vOOiS? 






The T’Jitnens. 


Th G re a n 


1 n , 


S 3 



10 j 

c 

r* 

C 

n 1 


1 

ul 

< 

12 




II 

(» 

I 

;i 

,. ii 


S !3 

cn 


The T’Jitnens. There on the Ian cl in to an, 

I uhinl: there vjcrc two — the VTcrcl I have gotten 
on the grapevine, pure f^peculat ion , ther-j were t^'.^o 
Car.tro agentr. on the tcan. They are the t^:o 
nurvi vorn . 

Mr. Triplett. Do you h.novr that there are tiro 
nurvi vore ? 

The witness. The onlv vrord that T have 
roceivci'^. 5ror. inside Cuba that there ;:ere two 
n urvi voirs . 

Mr. Triplett. Mo further i den t i f i ea t ions of 
those pc- op lo ? 

The ^'.'7 2. t n e s s . -To n aiae c r no no t h i n g . 

Mr. Triplett. Mov:, you nen Licned that at that 
sane tin.o , you were also involved with another group 

Mas that Menolo Rcboso's crow.--? 

The Witness. Yes. 

Mr. Triplett. What name, if any, did that 
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iJino Diaz and others over the years -chat they were 
to be the civil government element that v;oulcl 
establish the nsv; government of Cuba. 

Mr. Triplett. Who was involved in that group? 

The Witness. ITames and number of people? 

Mr. Triplett. Yes. 

The W^itness. Very nebulous. Very nebulous tain 

The only feedbaeJ: I have gotten ovoi’ the years 
is that they arc getting fev/er. 
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Carlos Marcellos. Mow Orleans people. 

Mr. Triplett. Mov; , Tic nolo He bo so \:as a member 
jj of Operation 40 , \;as he not? 



Dy the v;ay, do you knov/ if IIov;ard Davis had any 
organized crime associations? 
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When you 
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1 I The witness. He dealt v:ith them off and on fro:;. 

2 -- I cjuesG he first started running guns into Cuba 

3 in early ’S':. He got to knov; just everybody in the 

I 

■t I business . 

5 1 Mr. Triplett. In the business, you are rurerrin 

6 to v;hat, the casino business over th*ere? 

j 

7 The Hitness . Hot necessarily at that ooint in 
3 I t i rac . 

I 

I 

9 j The gun-running netvjorks involved organized 

I 

I 

10 I crir:e figures. Joe riorolla, (phonetic) , otJier'./l ce 
!i I hnovjn as Pittsburgh Phil, Horr.y P.othiuan, Sourgio' 

• 2 I crew of people that v/ere running guns in there. 


» I 

> * 
I 




U i! ’ 


15 1 

M 

|l 

li il 


i: i 


«/7 1 

= !l 


ij 

* w >* 


If 


;i v:ould have been Hov;ard Davis as the o?ily point of 


-c ii 


Hh.y do i;e not 

t ak e 

a breal: and hit 

the restroom ! 

1 

h ci*e ? 



t 

! 

1 

i 

1 

Mr. Triplett. 

All 

right. 

T 

1 

» 

1 

(dhort recess 

.) 


j 

Mr. Triplett. 

On 

the record. 

r 

1 

t 

t 

Hill you toll 

us anything further 

1 

about o r g an ice d • 

j 

crime contacts in 

Mi ami 

0 

i 

• 

i 

1 

The TJitness. 

The 

organize d c r i i.\e 

i 

contacts rn | 

1 

Miami came through 

tv;o 

sources. Those, 

s uch as j 

Mike I'lcLaney and IJormy 

Roth m an an d the s 

t 

r. y'\,u 1 1 ' r- ' 

1 

point of contact until 

I v;as introduced 

) 

personally, ; 


■! contact to these individuals. 


m\{iL ^ 


^ r 


jj U 0 i ^ vi 

^ K ^ 
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1 


T^G otherr. 


1 . 


v:erc vrhcre \- 7 C were approachec’ circctly ! 


2 I through Sam Hon ton, a man that ufjgc the name j 

I I 

I 

rhuc!'. P.ilior, ’./ho T belicvo is Chuch 'Ticolotti, v;-;S | 

I ! 

- 1 Chuch nicoletti, nnfi I fait tho.'^c poonlo rc^aO. at a | 


- I point liittar in time to be the f!ar.'..o 


f a c t i o n , 


C.i an c ann a." , and the rest o.t that ci'ev; that j.f 


under contract bv somebody to oo r’ubiin bus i non 


’.7ero ]. coking for to.lent. 

r^r. Triplett. IIov; is that ^Iov;ard P:\vir 


a no 


- u - 

:t k t *« » 


2 j all these contacts? 

5 i 

S hi i The Uitness. Ilov/ard had stayed on after the 

i 1 

*2 ji revolution v;ith kutea, (phonetic), living at the 


c ^3 ;] r^alacc and udiat have vou, and quite often, v.ras on 
* *1 - — 


1 


the scene ^ ;h c n the first c a s i n o p o o p 1 e , iv’ h a t h a v e 


;1 vou, by-passc-d everybody and went to the pro si den 


jl v;han it appeared Castro was go.ing to b'" rx lit ary 


commander and these casino er.oohe -nd :;rop.''rty cnv'jr 

{- I 

* j felt that hutoa w’as going to have a strong palaen 

tn I 


E 15 


e 20 


• rro VO rnm"'n t i thev rerouted. 

1 ^ ■ 

I 

I Vnvrard navis was on the scon^ an--'^ wa.s soen and 


'•1 ii 


“ ’i bc-camo knov:n to those people. Tatar Paoul Castro 


•y^ ! deported him because of aligning himsalt vith Putor. 

j in ether matters. They probably felt he was working 


2i 1 


;l 

25 !! 


\ for Uncle Cam anyv/ay, and once in Miami, v/orking 


;1 v/ith Sturgis and these other people, reacquainted 


V 


tshx 



1 


• -r ^ 
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\ 

2 

3 


«n 

ui 


a 

CM 


CM 

c 

c 


c: 


7 
3 

9 I 


himself vrith these people. Our prime point or 
contact with Perez Jiminez v;as Ilcjara Levis. 

Mr. Triplett. To your h.nov.'leclc'c , did you have 
any contacts through Sturgis to organizcc crime.- 

The witness. For my group? 

Mr. Triplett. Yes. 

The Witness. Mover. 

Mr. Tri'.^lett. You say on occasion people lihe 
Sam Lentoii would contact you? 


z 

o 

10 ! 
1 

The 

!7i tness . 

Right. 

o 

,, 1 





n . 

Mr . 

Triple 1 1 . 

II ov; many times did Sam Denton . 

< 




I 

1 

2. 

12 



1 

e 

i 

contact 

you? 

1 

1 


13 

1 

b’i tne s s . 

j 

Right after the first publicity i 

i 

1 


7 ■* 

1 

1 


* ^ 1 


u 


,c i 

1 - -1 




Ui 


. * 
10 


17 i 


m 

fM 

c 

=■ 10 

n “ 


1 ! ' 


ij in May of lOni, Fenton approached us. h number of 
people approached us. One \;as an rnves rigato j. . 

P.nother v;as an attorney. There were pocpl--i t'lau ..'ot.i L--- c. ! 
to renain in the bacr.ground and felt tliat this V7ar. 1 

I 

I 

their opportunity to got on the banc.v.'agon . Tney i 

i 

I 

V'ad exorosced the fact that somev/her-e prior to the | 

! 

Day of rigs they had been privvy to certain activities 
in the bur Id up to tne Bay of Pigs , anc wne_;' i.Gle 
that our activities were indicatrve of a second 
o>-aanizing operation. They wwinted to get in on the 

00014 



around floor. 




Mr. Triplett. The purpose was to e.stablish a 
‘ ^ -n - . V - - g .. - 
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2 


JL U 


5 


8 : 

9 

10 

11 

12 
n 


l! 


lA ! 


1 1 
II 


15 ' 


16 


I / i 


13 


; r 


20 


n T 




23 

24 


rapport v;i th people vzho might tahe over Cub 
■'7a 5 this the stated purpose? 

Th e V i tn G n s , Right. 

Mr. Triplett. An y o t h e r p u rp e r. c 


s stiateJ to 


you, do you recall? 


6 

Th 

e ITitness. 

7'7ell, 

Benton 

approached us 

7 

initial 

Ip’ in May 

or Juno 

or 0 j. 

with a ;-)lan to ta’:a 


iJ C 


. T.avTon cc t:*c av: ny t a at 


I 


out a Cuban vessel in the 
v;as s ch.edu led to deliver nerchand.ise and spare parts 
to Cuba. They \7anted us to put a team on the 
t . Lawrence s e av; ay an d t ak c th c Vw*i s s e 1 out. 

At a later date, they insisted that v;e beach 
the vessel somevrhore in northern Georgia or in 
Couth Carolina so that they could lean the ves.s-;! 

nd take possession of the vessel and its cargo, wr.i,: 
v:c explained to them amounted to piracy. 

It u^as one thi.ng to ta]:o the vessel out <'-.:id 
another to beach it on U.S. soil unith an armed gioap. 

On v;hose behest was Canton 



Mr. Triplett. 

aorjroach inc; \’ou? ' 

" “ I 

! 

"”10 ?7itness. !'7nll, they v/ere not read51y i d an t io'i -i 

J 

( 

able at the time. 

headquarters at the Fontainblc au . 
of meetings there v/ith Chuck Ti 
\7.i3 hovering in the background. 


’:•£: O' .' ±C 

L>\ at 

n a c.'. 

c au . 

■- ii ^Lx:: 

were 

Ti]:er 

a no. :> 

e n ?1 0 


:r X '-r* • 


R- • r 


'V 

% 


PSSi4S ! 
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m 


wi 

*/i 


c 

<v* 


CM 

c 

e 




c 

•ji 


v1 

< 


tr 

►- 

c 


at. 


2 . 

X. 


tn 


3 

4 i 


S i 


s ^0 


= n i 


12 
13 

T J 
i 

1 ^ 

■ W 

1o 
17 

13 !l 
1? 

20 


’’■e :Eissurp.e they were organizecl crir.e people 
affiliated ’.;ith Moriay F.othniar: and Joe- ^‘'orolla and 
those people. 

Mr. Triplett. Uere you over a pp-roaclicd or 
5:clicitatod for the purpose of assacsinatins 
Fidel Castro? 

Th.e Mitness. The discussions usually '..'ere th.e 
feasibility and the cost and tliis occurred on uiorc- 
than one occasion v;ith Chuch Fib.cr as offhand 
remarks. Mcl.aney mentioned it on more than one 
occas ion . 

In all instances, v;e usually, u’hether it v»as 
here in Miarai or Texas or olsevhere, 'v.'o , or mvself 


alone, or my s c- ]. f i t h II ow a r d D a v i s , 


■7 o u 1 d c p 1 a i n 


if in great detail that it v7ould be a setback to the 
effort, that Raoul Castro vjouj.c' be in p-o'/cr and he 
was a little more qualified and a litti-' bettor 
s 1: i 1 1 e d t li an Fidel was at h o u s e c 1 e an .i :: ( j . 

Mith Raoul Castro in charge, it '.7ould be a iittl-j 
rougher to conduct opera tion.s aeai.’ist '"uba. 







i plo tt 


I I ell, b c y o I i d t b. ere d. i s c u s s i o n. s 


of the a d vis i\b i 1 i ty or i n ac vi s ah i 1 i ty , d i d .1 t e vo r 
got to the point in any discussions '‘.’here somebody 


said.! 


"Mill you do it, and I V7ill offer you a 


specific sum of money?" 


. ■ 


Ji 


1 • - y 




\ 
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The ^'Jitness. 


I 

I 

I 

'he onlv time r-oncy c-vor r.ho\:n 1 


2 \■7^^z in ’lev; Orloanr> in lO'!-?. . 


2 Hr. Triplett. Who \7as there? 

^ The Tvitnee.'^. TIov;, thin van -- thin ’’/in Hl’:: 

I 

, i 

5 I in 1\ aboil's house, 

i 

6 Hr. Triplett. And, it van r.abell hintnelf? 

7 The Witness. Rabell V7as there. 

I 

2 I rir. Triplett. Mov, is that Luis Rabell or 

^ I Joe -- 


O r- ' /'i I . I 

'w W L » a • > I 


'T'he ^•■'itness. (Interposing) Luis Rabell and 


Fran): Rartes cincl a number of other n,c-op]c v;erc there, 


a.nd bc:C«ause they vantod to ciiscuss sonsitivo business. 


! 


! - 


. . I 

'I ■] 


\7o adjourned to a remodelecl <jaraTo, or vrhat hav' vr.u 
reem off of the living room. One oto’^ dov:n , it had 
a table and so nc ch a i r s and an a 1 1 a ch c o a s e vr a s o n 
the ta^>le and opened and had con s ido ratio bundles of 


h ui'i d r c d d o 1 .1 a r b i 11s. 

Hr. 'T’riplett. All right. 

Besides T.uis Rabell and ^ranh Rartes, who elsc 


j was there? 

*» 1 i . 


1 The Witness. Other two individual'^, not evc-n 


x'’ •! 

“ !| usinc their first naai.es, I assune now, one was 


jj Cuy R-annister a.nd the other one vjas DoHoh rons chi 1 1 . 
2*i il 

i D-e-M-o-h-r-e-n-s-c-h-i-l-t . 


,5 11 

;i 


•'V .»■> 




Mr. Triplett. Upon what do you base that that 

■ fV' ^ V r\ . • • r •» 

. ■ ■ i h:--'" ■■■ -v,-, 
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1 


*> r 1 

w' 1 


9 

10 


they v.’ere Guy Bannister and George DoMohrenschilt? 

The Uitness, Conversations subscguent to that, 
and recognizing their photographs. 

Mr. Triplett. Mov;, was this conversation 
specifically directed towards an assassination of 
Fidel Castro? 

The V7itness. Yes. 

Mr. Triplett. Did they na::e it clear to you 
that that is what the money was there for? 

The TJitness. That was the initial conversation, 
that this v/culd be money that rather than a 
spectacular cofuraando- type oueration, oil refiner''^, 

11 

|j or v;nat have you, or prisoner-rescue, this would be 

!i , 

ji a me oix one or more high government officials in 
! Cuba. 

Mr. Triplett. Mow, again, just to ma]:e it very 
clear, you say "one or more Uig''. governr.’.ent officials, 
ridel Castro was sped f i Ccilly na.med? 
xhe Uitness. Anc., Raoul Castro and Che Guevrra. 

I see . 

The Titness. The conversation went on to discuss 

;! the almost impossibility of get tine thos'~- j-hrec '* r 

|! 

j; the same piece of real estate at the same time. 

:j 

ii x‘ir . Triplett. IIov; long did tliis conversation 


Mr. Triplett 




® IV ^ 
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3 

4 
3 


7 
3 
9 

10 ! 


? 1 

• 1 


1 ^ 

t ^ 


13 ! 


T .* 


u 



last? 

Tlie ITitiiess. About an hour. 

lir. Triplett. Did someone depart v/itli tl:e i;ioney? 

The !7itness. Yes. 

Mr. Triplett. Who was that? 

The vritness. ?Jell, the other guy had an accent: 
that I really v;ar, not sure of. I vras assuming at 
the time these v;ere Company or Bureau people. 

Well, the guy that I reneraber as the American, 
the in~charge guy, the guy that knew everybody and 
everything and talked lav7-en f orceinent jargon, used 
the v;ord "Bureau" rather than "FDI." 

The Cuban that was there, a relative of Babell's 


that was there, asked: "What is the Bureau?" -- a; 


il C' 


The ’^Titness. 
Mr. Triplett 




So you have mentioned five people at this meatin 


v;ent back to saying "FBI" and v:hat nave you. | 

i 

I tliink the guy v;as edged out the con vc r s a t i on : 

I 

about that tir.ic. ; 

i 

Mr. Triplett. Who was this relative of nabell’cl' j 

I 

I am really not sure v/ho it ’pas. t 

I 

.11 right. ! 


n ov; . 


24 : 




Yourself^, Frank Bartes, Luis P.abell, rolaflvc of 
Rabell*r>, Guy Bannister and George De?lohrons chi it . 



That is si:-: people. 

•• ft- ^ . T y. "r* 


■ t 


•> 

■ s 
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The 

17 i t n e 3 s . 

Larry LaP.ordo 

Mr. 

Triplett 

Larry LaLorde 

The 

T7i tness . 

Yes. 

Mr . 

Triplett 

. That is .seven 

Mas 

anybody 

else there? 

The 

T'7 i t n c 3 s . 

Rabell 's .son-i 


r, th ere , alf:o? 


people are in the living roon. i?c <ire in a rnon 
oursel ver, . 


Mr. Triplett. All right. 


T am talking about the meeting in the garage 
room v;ith the nonoy open. 

iMio , exactly, was there? 

The ?7itness. I think. Lahorc’.e vja.-: in the roor. 
and left, had to make a 'phone call £:ne then rejoin 
the meeting, hut not rejoining the conversation. 

?7e did not sit dov7n . ?7e stood, by th, e ted'-l':;, and th 

American and the Turopoan and i-.y r.e ] , talk.ing to on 

side and the relative of Rabell and T.aRorde, talk.iri 
to him and chattering back and fori-h o^f to ov:e sid 
about five feet avray. 

The conversation got low in vclune. I was tu; 
more than once to get the Cuban's attention to 
G.xplain vrhat would occur if Ridel v^a.t tak.r-n out. 


The 


le guy v;as just not brought into the conversation 




I an standing there v;ith no roinforcemont.s at all 

' 'V' ^ .'T V r* • r > • . 

. . • • . : ' • • : • 
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I 




o 


o 


1 j! 

2 
2 


■* ^ 


II 


7 

3 

9 

10 


t h o s 3 arc ^7 :. ''> c u n: ~ o c. 


' - t h i 


Mr. Triplett. So that v:an t>-c onl.p concrete 
vou received to assassinate ridel Castro, or 

^ -A 

v;ere there others? 

•!"h 0 i t n c s s . ?7e 1 1 , 

situation, anytime you are sittiny — ruytine ’:c; u’er 
sitting v;ith financiers, this v.ms out OT.:\t ic al ].y 
cl i G c u s s c r1 . 

'’r. Triplett, All right, T.=et us go one step 
further . 


c 

t- 

! 

tJerve you ever 

actual ly 

in VO 

1 ve d — 

c 

t 






!1 1 
i 





w) 

The t7itness. 

(Internes 

i n g ) 

T a I;-, sorry. 

< 

i 

12 ! 





is 

J 

This v:os the 

one vrhere 

th C: 

iv.oney was on 


1 

4 

J 

j table, a n d i. t w a s 

no or no. 

■'r 

'.;alh. cut the 



'•7 i t h t h c mon e y , and that is i t . 

T h a ’.7 o u 1 d h a ve been 1 o i: e ' ’ .'t y , o o r 1 y .T u n - o f 


Mr. 

'T’ri 

»*N T . 

y u u • 

Of ]. ? ? ? 


'■'i t 

ne G s . 

Yes . 

Mr. 

A 

vie tt . 

^:lerc vou 


ever involved 

in any operation that v:as nut torcth. •'"'T for the 
purpose of going to assassinate ridel Castro or any 
other Cuban leaders? 

•;^he llitnoss. t7ell, that v;ould not have been t’"'* 
pritnary purpose of the operation. I do t ermine cl , a'j 

a later date — the fact is the first trip bad' i’^to 

I vSiV ■ . r^:V"y ••• y\ . • ; 

'■b'"'.-. ^ ^ Li 
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.. 1 


70 ! 

i{ 

t( 

Mr. 

Triplett . 

Wliere was this? 

2 i ii 

:i 

ii 
: j 

The 

Witness . 

In the Texas Club 

*>5 

' :i 

; people in 

Dallas , 

Texas . 


I ^ /. ' 

1 • i 

I ! 

1 I Cuba, I dc ter*T,ined vras going to be a waylay oncraticn i 

• I • ! 

2 rather than the insert of the four CIA aqcnts. We i 

j 

3 were going to spend a little time in the area and j 

! i 

4 then attempt to get to a nearby city and have a go i 

5 at ridel. 

I 

^ rir. Triplett, Approximately how riany trips into 

7 Cuba did you mate? 

S ! The Witness. Just that one. 

I 

j 

9 j Mr. Triplett. Only one? 

) I 

10 I The Witness. I had flov/n over and around and 

I I 

; I 

11 I been off the coast, but actually setting foot on Cuba | 

; 'I 

12 I for any period of time, that \/as the one in 'fl. | 

I I 

i : 

i: : Mr. Triplett. All right. | 

ji . 1 

1} liou' speaking of offers to assassinate, have 1 

>1 . ' 

li ’! you read in the press or heard elsswhc-rc of the i 

‘ 1 

; 1 

la I account given by Loran Hall aljout an offer of i 

17 j payment for the assassination o': John ?. Tlcnnody that ' 

! I 

! I 

. iS was made in Les te r Logue ’ s o f fi ce ? ; 

i 

Have you heard that? j 

S 

70 j The Witness. Offhand remarks in Dallas that 

I 

I 

71 ; occurred to myself, and I believe V7ith Ilo'ward Davis 
-- i one time. 

i! 
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I 


i’lr. Triplett. vihat, ii any thine; -- 

The ::itriess. ( Interpoj; ing) he uid net parti c 


in It. 


Ml 

I 


7 
3 I 

I 

I 

I 

9 I 

J 


rir. Triplett 


Wh at, if anyth i a g , v: as said ; do 


you recall? 


The witness. Tlie initial di.‘=: cus s ions vere the- 


^ I 

I < 


n ii 


Ir . Triplett 


M I 


li 


Ic 






feasibility of hitting Castro, and v:o had cnpcricnced 
this }'eiore. In very short order, t;ie con vers atioii 
v;oulu turn to *'v7hy go to Havana v.'hen thio '-7’iGle thiii'.' 
could be resolved by going to Ta.shi ng ten? ” — and 
expressing ignorance on that or tryi.ric; to change the 
conversation, they v/ould get speci.fi c. 

Do you recall a^iy individual that 
got specific and r.ade any firm offers? 

Tlie witness. These v/erc people v/here the longest 
meeting ';ould be an hour or so, end it ’/as lunch, and 
people V7cre introduced around, like first names. 

"TJ-iis guy is a retired general. T’lis guy ir, 
a retired colonel," so-and-so and '•.•V;at 'lave you. 

o u '/ o u 1 d bo g i ve n a b r i e ^ d o ;; c r i ;; L i o n o C 
who thr people n*ere, and v/o ’.rould ch. at about -- the./ 
just v/anted to see us, to recognise us, to knov.’ v;:io 
v/a were, and that was it. T-7e did not anticipate 
„ socialising. u 0015 l 

-j 

:j one point in tir.ie , a group from that same or 


!3 

19 

20 
21 


^ 2 - 


1 

S ^ 
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1/1 


< 


VI 

VI 


O 

CNi 


e 


c 

o 




cr 

bM 

C 


i*. 

c/: 


I i 
1 

trave led 

fror?. Fallas 

to Miami 

in 'C?. Th.ey met wlt’i 

2 

Tony 

Quo s 

ta and they 

made the 

s a .n: c p r 0 p 0 s a 1 t 

3 

Tonv 

hues 

t a an d his 

Alpha GG 

group . 


5 . 


Mr. Triplett 


;j r o 'j o r. c\ j. ? 


? : 


? !! 
I 

I 

I 


10 

il 


I 


^■Jhat evactly var3 th^ 

The !'?itness. Initially, the convjiL;ation v;ar, 
taking cut ridel. 

Mr. Triplett. Mo. I mean, the prc*pc£;al, war: 
it in the forn of "I will pay M nunihcr of dollarf; 
for you to take out John F. Kennedy?” 

V7as it that firm, or v;hat v/ar. the vrording, if 
you recall? 

The k7itnc55. VJell, the v/ording would bo "Mhat 


M 

il 


•3 j! would be the expenses and the 


^ i z e o " t h e t e am. and 




1 r 

i V 


the equipment required to take c-ut Fidel and Raoul 
and Che and \/'ho else?” 
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make a renark "!'7hy go to Havana? ’ Jo can go te D . C . 
and. accomplish the sa,ne purpose." 

There would be a few chuck. les and steer the 
conversat loii back to hard oporatioa.s r>:: Cu^'a e-.nd the 
big picture and the outcome tend this and that. Then 
somebody v;ould. bounce back to -- referring to JFH . 

Mr. Triplett. Then, it was, o 3 sen ti ally, just 
loose conversation? 

The Witness. I.oose conversation. oDOiS 
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t’r. '^riplctt. All right. 

Hettiiic back to 196 3 , you ha'vC non t ioueu yr c vicur 
that, you were involve cl prior to that in training 
camp? — 

""he Mitnccs. (Interposing) 
one peine. 

Mr . Triplett. Yes. 

One of the factors 

v;ith poople v: 3 s that anti-Castro Cuban operations v;c-r-:- 
illegal or a violation of the Moutrality Act, that 
just sitting, talking about it v^as a violation. 

^' 7 orr,o, Cubans V 7 crc present. "^hey are foreign 
natlonals, considered agents of a foreign pov.^er or 
revolutionary group and that any decision.? or 
agreoTTionts that v/orc made, :."G expected — t r.iean, ve 
did this v;ith Lester Loguc or .anybody ej.se-, Cid"'.s?y 
"^heso people, to th nur-''.'^r of pars 

•!: o a m i n i mum, o u 1 d h. a v c- i*. o p e r t .i c 1 p a t s 
personal ly . 

"’ 7 e V 7 a n t e d no surrogates. " 7 c d 1 d c t •. a n t a n 
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’ or what have you. 
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principa].n v;cnt to jail, an cl oincc wo v.^c-ro dcnling 
with fairly powerful or influential or affluent 
people, V7G figured we v.’ould keep the risk to a 
ninimum, that if it branched of to surrogates and 
representatives or friends or counsins, then we '.:ere 
in trouble. -ve alv/ays kept the meetings tc the 
principals and discussed direct action, v;hat can be 
accomplished and how it can be accoiviplishcd . 

Then, V.’e discussed a wide range of operations. 1 

! 

Mov;, some of these people had contacts in liO-tin America. i 
They had, in some cases, a direct relationship v;ith 
Pornosa or Peralta at that time and Guatcnala had 
been friends c/ith Adigorous, (phonetic) , Puentes. 

These are people that liad done business in 
Latin America. So they were not Gringos up here that 
did not knov/ what they v/ere doing, and v:e covered 
the full ground of sanctuaries, a sraall camp iierc, 
the staging area for v;hatevcr operation and explained, 
first, that v/c v;cre hesitant to get into discussing 
a hit on Castro on U.5. soil, that if you v/an ted tc 
pursue tliat, w^e v;ould just as soon do it in the 
Bahamas or Me.xico or British Honduras preferably, on 
British soil. Especially, if they vrantod to refer to 


i 
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Kennedy or wdiat have you, that the race ting ;:ould 
rapidly adjourn. 

■ ■ ,*V- ^ - y r; ; 1 n 


:;G0i54 








% 


(CCZ OH) VOSH ruoxqoojxoo xif *^doo 






msix 



30 f) 7 TH STUniT. S.W. RKrOflTrPS fltlll.niHG, HAihTMCTcm. n,C. 2002 '! ( 202 ) S 5 ‘i- 23‘»5 


^ I 


1 

2 

3 


ir 




li ! 


If they v.’anted to carry on any further 
conversations, v/e vrould neet outside the United Gtate:--. , 
that v;e '.;ero not prepared to discuss that type of 
activity on U.S. soil. 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

Catting into training car.rps , you ’lave ir.enulcncd 
an association \/ith a training cai'ip in th.e i: ve rg lade s 
and the training at No-Mame Mey. 

During 10 6 3 or prior to that, v;ere you involved 
v;ith any training camps in Louisiana? 

The VJitness. In 'G2. 

Mr. Triplett. In 19G2. 

The Mitness, T7e traveled to the Mev; Orleans 
and meeting v;ith Dartes and Labe 11 and quite a fev; 
other people. T7e v/ere invited to go to uho 
Air Tational Guard Base on the shore of 
Ti a f . c L o n u c j"! a i t r a . 1 . n . V7 e u’ o r c ,i 1 o r n ,i n a s ni a 1 1 a i r c r 
by one of LaBorde's contacts over t)ic la!:o to scout 
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a . 1 a L. 
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oii the nert:' 

to s e 1 e 

ct r. 

site for a 



training camp. 

The guy that tool: us was a member of the 
Civil Air Patrol for that area. Me flev; in a 
Civil Air Patrol plane. 

Mr. Triplett. Mho v;as that? 
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The WiLness, I cannot recaTtl his nano, but I 
V70uld ar^surne he v;as a friend of Tcrrie’s. 'le 
referred to a nan in the hanqar ti'.at b»uay tal’" iii-j 

to nonebody that V7an an oddhali-Ioob.inc; individual 
th at I no VO r get V7 i t h i n tv;en ty feet of that did n o t 
want to talk to no, that knew of me and knew all 
of ny Cuban friends and v;antcd to keep his distance, 
which upset us. 

Tie fe]. t that LaBorde had been running his ncuth 
and liad been giving too much information to these 
neople we had just been introduced to. 

Mr. r i p- 1 e !: t . Did you ever a t a :i y t i iViO h a \’ e 
an occasion to meet David Ferric? 

The ^Jitness. Mot directly. mhis is the one 
time why I would assume it was Ferr.ie. oddha 1 1-look j n-; 


indiv-idual with a loud voice, practically saying: 

"Ftop r-ight 77horo you are. I know who g'ou p>eople ere 
and who your friends are and the whvolc: business." 

A rather e n b n r r a s s i n g m o r;. e n t - T! o v; a r d r*. v :L s r s 

there at the tine. | 

I 

I 

Mr. Triplett, To your knov/lodge, di.d T.arry LaBorde-! 

i 

knov7 David Ferrie? i 

The Tfitness. I v:ould assur!'.c he did. 

Mr. Triplett. Did he over state so, or was 


it just your assumption? 
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Mr. Triolott. Do you ):nov v/hnt typo of 
i t ’/7 a ^: ? 

The h^itnof^s. I thinV. it \:ar. a Cear^na 1^7. 
Mr. Triplett. All right. 

Go you vrent out and surveyed cites — 

The Titness. (Interposing) PighL. '^hen ve 
cair.e bach and v/e v;ent by vehicle acrccs the lal:e. 
Mr. Trinlett. Were vou involved ^’ith the- 


selection of a si 


The Tit nos 




Th G first V j. a c **. ’ ; c- o n t t o 77 a s 


15 ’! to Covincton to talk to an official i n the Police. 

1= ii Goir.ebocv of reserve nilitar'^ statu.s. T.' drove arou'^v'’ 


to a doaon rli. fferont offices end hoa>'''" ’:ith r.aPordo 
and 77ore introduced to oeoole. 

• A. 

'T’hen , ve v;erc taken to n Catholi c nopiir. arv 
that v.ms used, as a boys canp in the s^'cmert irr.o . 
Sunr.er vras coning on. The place would be enpty for 
approximately three months. Te sat clonun and had 
lunch with one of the priests there and a civilian 
director of the facility. The place 77 as offered to 
il us and we accepted it. 
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Mr. Triplett. ^*7as a camp ostabliaheJ there? 

The Witness. Not under our auspices at all 
necauGG TjaP*crde, at that point in tir.ic, liacl rccruite 
a couple of Deputy Gherif.fs fror.i Jefferson Parish. 

He had recruited i\ number of people tliat i;erc tlion 
to purchase vessels and head straight for Florida, 
showing up unenpe ctedly v;ith e;-:eo eta tiens of 


participating in an invasion of C 


un a 


i t 


Mr. Triplett. On this trip or trips, v/hatevc 
^/.as to inspect for a site for a traininc caruo 


and choose one, v;a 
to your knovjledqe? 


Frank Sturgi 


• » 


in t.:c vicinity, 


Til e W i t n e s 




o, r^ut the thing that developed 


iiumediately v/as that Masf 


error h a d o r y a n i zed a 


23 'i 

i! 


■7 e i! 


group that was about to embark on an operation in 
Cuba v:ith Diego Fanegue. We had a couple mootings 
at the Fuller house on Southvjcst Twelfth G treat and 
Fighteonth Avenue -- I think it is lC7i ?outhv;est 
Eighth Gtroet and there I advised ^anegue and. 
MaGferrer that their operation was not the best 
possible operation at the time, that v.’o , in fact, had 
selected an area outside the .Gtate of Florida, tliat 
sometime in the near future, under our control, thi.s 
nev; .site could possibly be used, by his peoole. 

I also advised him of the fact that MenovoVs 
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second front, Tlscanbray organisation, vac of 

this oporation and had told r.ic thoy v.’oro about to 
inforn on the operation to lav; rinforccKiCn t 
authorities, if I did not advise* MasTerrer to cance] 
the operation. 

I proceeded to set up a meeting bet'-veen 
Major Me.noyc and Masferrer at a house on ITcrthwost 
Eighth .Avenue and Third Street and sat dov;n and 
had a heart-to-heart talk about not launching 
Mnsferrer's operation. 

Menoyo had operations, at that point in ti:;ie, 
in Vj 2 , Menoyo had consolida ted and the Alpha thing 
v;as in full s’.;i:ig, v/hich, in reality, v;as an adjunct 
to ^’enoyo organisation. 


Tncy had r.;ade arrai)gcrr.on tn ■^or a ca!r.r» in 


4 - 


C ''1 t-' 


Dominican Republic on the north coast and a camv: in 
:7 i 1 1 i a 1 ;ns Cay i n t h e Hah a in a s . I v; a s L o A. : v e r t 
Masferrer' s oper£ition to a less publ'ic, less volatile 
thing ^md nal:e preparations that ’’c-noyo and hir; 
operation v;ould be noved to the Mev; 0>:leans cau«o. 

•Shortly thereafter, Menoyo 's people advised i:i-e 
;| that Eturgis had shovm up on the scene and started 

j w ^ . 


il tali' ing about Mew Orleans. About a Ir.tr^r n 

newsman, Jim P.uchanan of the Herald, called me at 

•il 

.. the place whore I was staying at Mortbn.rest Eighth Av 
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and advised ir.e that something had hie the presr, 
in the Tiries in Mew Orleans about a cai.-p, picayune, 
and tlie thincj v/as blown and thnl lii^ editor 

V73S going to force him to v;rite sor.ve hi-id of a n Lory 
and ho v; an ted to soinethina cn it. 




1: old h i, n that v: o had b o e n c 1 e c h 5. n 


g out the 


area but the people there \;ere not s 


a c u r i by cor.se 5. c u i-. 


Cl , 


/ h r- t h a V e you. 

We decided to ca 

th c M e V7 0 r 1 e a n s 

area, and he did 

pie days Inter 

on i t . 

* 4 . . j ri p j. c t u . 

At that time, to 


The Witness. 
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v/as Tranh fturgis working with IT., hownrd hunt? 

I v/o u 1 d not 1: r. ov* a t t h a t t i n: e . 

T had considered f-turgis an in fornant for the 
In te 11 3. go nee community that v;as dogcrinc; ny track. 5 : , 
n o V7 a s not s o n e b o d y to do a 1 v/ i th . 

: l.L . r i. p i. c 1 1 . 17ell then, a::'. T correct .in 
unders Landi.ng that you were never involved in any 
a c t n. a 1 t r a i n i n g in Louisiana? 

Hone whatsoever. 

Mr. Triplett. .hll right. 

■ ^ - ospoct to T'Tev/ Orleans , di d you ever ha'’> 

cca si on to r.ieet Hi Hi am B. Reilly? 

Th c ^ ; 1 1 !i c* s s . Yes; at the airport. ^ 0 0 J. G G 

Mr. Triplett. What were the circums tr.nces? 


T !i e 7 i t n e s . 
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The 

Wi tness . 

That is the owner of the plane 

* .» . • 

Triplett . 

II e ov/n c d the p 1 a n c ? 

The 

Wi tnes n . 

He owned the plane v;e flc'w in. 

Mr . 

Triple tt . 

The Cessna? 

Th c 

17 i tnes s . 

Yes . 

M >- 

• 

Triplett . 

And, it \i a s 0 j. 1 0 1 e d }:• '/ a 


Civil Air ''^atrol person? 

Th o i tn e ? s . Y g s . The ,-i j o r in the 
C i vi 1 i 3; P 0. t r o 1 . 

Mr. Triplett. Hov; v;as it thnt you cane to u??e 
P o i 1 ly ' s p 1 ^3 n G ? 

^ho AMtness. Through LaPerde . 

Triplott, LaBorde arran'^ec- it? 


Mr 


The Mitnesn. No 
LaBorde lid not know. 


Barton arranged it hccaune 
LaBorcle did not even know v/hat 
was ha.pnening. Partes arranged it. 

Mr. T r i p ]. o 1 1 . Well then, in Tight o f that, do 
you thinlc it v;as LaBorde or Bartes that talked to 
the person that you think was David rerrio? 

The Witness. Well, Barter did not go anyv/hero 


v.'itn us outside of the meetings. I as::u::io 


-T T n 


aBorof; 


was the principal 
Mr. Triplett 
the airport? 

The Witness. 


Mow , you say you iv.c t Be i 1 ly a t 
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That is the name of the man that 
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we met at the airport. 

?GC; I had a man in my f.pecial I’orcas unit. ’le 
is an inve?> tiaator for the ftatc 'n 


?\ 1 1 c r n c y ' s o ^ f i c a 


1: ere . I; i g n ane i g 


1 i a. i'* ^ u- X j» • — . 1 cl i i w V > * . , .. O j - 


I thougli t "Tlicee people heep^ croppiiic up.” 

I rair.eiid;er '.:hen I first heard his name as being 




II ^ , 
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a member of the Green Beret uiiit. 

all these napiers and Rcillys and people's reliitivcs 
all over the states have suddenly sho'.;n up \/here I 
am doing business." 

Hr. Triplett. Did you cver Iisive occasion to 
m e e t C 1 a y B h a \-t ? 

The witness. Ho. Reilly. Reilly. Reilly. 

Reilly v;c met v:as a coffee r.ijip. that Bar ten 
ii had done business v;ith in Cuba, a coffee 'aan . Bartes 
ov/ned the railroads in Cuba; presiden t of the rallrOw;.' 
system.. he dea.lt in sugar and coffcj. He Viad 
something to do v:ith Lozian coffee in hev; Orleans . 

Hr. Triplett. Did you ever have occasion to 
me c- 1 Clay S h a v; ? 

The witness . I do not thinh. so. I have really 
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lie had had encountcrn v/i th not o ff cr.iiaa Lc- , but 
aristocratic, as v:e v/ould call thoi::, aristocratic 
personal i tics . I had tliought for la v.'h.o r.ia’v” 

V -A 

be DeMohroris chi 1 1 nay have been Clay C’-i:n.v, but \/v: arc 
tal!:ing about one hour in 10(^2 . 

I 

I 

I 

I 

Mr, Triplett. Did you ever have occasioi: to nec t 
a private investigator in Hew Orleans nar.ied Jack r’artinl 
The :7itness. Dill Martin is the only Martin 
I met there'. Tie vrorked for Garrison. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you ever have occasion to bo- 
at the CRC offices either in baiter building or in 


2^1 :1 
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mi 



corner v^herc they served doughnuts. Me sat in a 

Ota], 1, facing a long series of tables ■•/Ith iviirrcrs 
on the wall. 

M r . i n 1 o 1 1 . You say " ^-7 e h a d c o ^ f -? e . " ho? 

The lliLness. Myself and Koenard Davis and 
La r r y La D c r d o . 

Mr . Triplett. Do you recall wh a t s t r e e t ih i s w 
on or tTie annro vimeate location? 

The Tlitnoss. V7e had driven to, or wo had flown 
to Mev/ Orleans and then drove bacT: with LaDorde at 

' :V- 1 - T \ r* V.' , ■ • t ’1 

I ' .1 . ' - 'f-\ j , 


the Mev7man 

Building at 

545 Canp Dtro 
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only time v;e 
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office is v;-e 
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coffer 

1 

across the 

street on a 

lil:e a triaiig 

ular- 

• 

1 

s h. a p e d | 
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that tine in *G?. 

Ouite o^ton, Lar.orde would leav-i un drinl-.inr; 
coffee- noraov-'hcre while he v;c.nt to T-or-t r>o' ;c bo cV.* , 
then bach, and we v;ouIc1 dro;^j thor. of"^ ac i:c; 

V7 o n t on s o n e v; h e r e else, hut I n e v e r s v; r- n y t h ti g t: h. a 
said "Cuba" or "Cubans" or anytbin-g on the v:indows 
or anything at s~ 1 1 , The fact is, wc did jiot vu"'. tit 
to go near anything that would appear to be 
headquarters or vrhat have you. ’^'re v;otild neeh in the 
homes of the people and that was it. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you have any denli.ngs v:ith 
Carlos hringuire? 

The "liLness. Not that I reca: ] . 




Trip 1 e tt 
The tJitnoss. 
Trip le tt 


Mr 


'h' ^ , the se are 


I! 
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Or Sergio .'.rcacha Snith? 

( N od de d n e g a t i vc 1 y . ' 

7-1.1 1 right. 

In i:ho fall of 19 G 3 
Th c N i t n e .s s . ( I n te r po s i n g ) 

crov.vied houso.s . Quite often, a meet i no in there, and 
"This is Jo so and this is Pedro." 

I really V70uld try to V7hithlc d.-ewn th-e rfurrihor of 
people by explaining more or less: "Are vo^ .roinr i-.o 

ji be on the boat?" 


n T 


25 


f you are not going to he on the boat or in 


, the plane, then stand bach because this is vjhat v;e 


® (TiJl $al.. -..1: 


^ . f V‘ 


A 
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Tire tnlhincj about. Anybody that is n-jated at the 


table or discunning the activities 
operation . " 


ho on the 


Ivot necessarily doing the .landing, but v:c o-rpla.i 
that you v/il] have to go into iso la Lien. Anv 
coTnn^.i tnen ts or ngreoTnents that are r.ado , anybody that- 


is privvy to the information, they vyill have t( 


o c? o 


into isolation. 


"If you cannot afford to be tied up for three 
or four ^%»eehs in a ror.ote area oractica !3 1 v under 
guard, then do not g^et involved in the convers rat i on . " 

Mr. Triplett. All right. 

In the fall of 1963, yon were involved i. n 
search mission for Alerander Rorhe. 

The T’^itness. Right. 

Mr. Triplett. Hovr is it that yov? r«ot to be 
i n V 0 1 VC d i n that? 

Did som.ohody specifically hire you? 

-he r\ itness. This was throuffh .R 11 is Rubin, th. e 
a t tor no 7 . 

-Mr. Triplett. Did ho hire you for that purpose? 

The •'ditness. ;Ie \/as repre sen Lmg Rorhe’s v/ife 
and wc had utilised Ellis Rubin v:hen Ashman could not 
handle certain cases as far as Cubans riuving prcblcnr. 

the authorities and v;e farmed out some of the 

i- • ■■-.A ^\}Ul 

(ZZZ OH) VDSH ruoxqooxToo xif ‘iCdoo souaaojo^ • . v . 
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cases to Ellis Rubin on the re con\nienda ticr-i ol son-.e 
of tne local John Eirchers who :>rcferrac1 Rubin over 
TvShman . Eo v;e cair.e to I:nc\; Rubin, and v/hen 
disappearance occurred, I thin?: I had a cortversa tion 
v;i th Cturgis. lie was in a panic ar v:hat to do and 
v:hat v/e could do about it. ^'Jc advised hin that \/c 
could launch the same thing that v;c- were going to 
do on the ^Tat-erhouse operation. This is when the 
Violin 3 ran into trouble off the north coast of 
Cuba and through P.ehoso andi those pcop’le, they wanted 
us to launch a refueling operation and v;hat h.ave you 
and the contacts wc had for the aircraft and vrhat 
have you v^c-re available to support clicching out v/hat 
Rorke ' s pi*oblem may be in Menico at that tine. 

Then, I determined from Rturgis that a week or 
ten days ?iad gone by and that th n s v/ould have to bo 
a full blov;ii operation in that the nan had departed 
southh^ound from Cozumel or Merid:w 

lie could 1,‘e lost — the olano could l:>e lo.st 
between — you y.now -- entensive acreage or sin 
square miles of v/hat have you th.at v;ould have to bo 
soarchee ane it vjould be a little bit larger operation 


1 

t 

\\ 

2c ii 

than the 

1 

b’aterh.ouse 

operation the previous 

year . 

1 

1 

-s 1 

t 

1 M r 

i 

Triple tt . 

N ow , wh ere did y 0 u g e t 

this inforna.-- 


tion that he had departed either from Cozumel or 

■ a 0 O 16 O; 


m\i‘h &i; bah;' 
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Merida? 


Th c '’T i tnor.s . Sturgis. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you hav*j i n -f or’;’.a tior. tbaL -'le 
had spent .soiae time in Mexico City? 

The Witness. Vic, at that point in time, verc 
quite busy with our own business ."nd really not 
interested in Rorke ' s problems. b’e were attenipting 
to mount an operation on Bayo’s team. v.^ere 

discussing the .financial arrangements ’./ith Pav.’ley 
to attempt a recovery in the area that Bayo’s tea.m. 
had gone into. 

Mr. Triplett. Did you later determine 
point that Dor ho had spent time in M.o::i 
this trin? 


Cu 


ii C 

SO 

* » 
w V 

•A 

on 


wmm ^ 

Tnc- 

Witn.ess, ?To . 




M r . 

Triplett. Do 

you 

^ 

11 ',7’a!.'‘iu you 

the ?lst 

of Poveir.lior, 

1063, 

the 

day be Fere 

Pres i <1 e n t 

Kennedy was 

a s s c*. s 

s i n a 

ted? 


' 7 '^ 


'he Witness. I v;as trying to locate -- T was .i 
.•liam.i trying to locate Felipe Vidal F anti ago. 

Mr. Triplett. For T7hat purpo.se? 

Tl'. e W i t II e s .s . To 1: e e p h i m. f r o :r. g o i n g to D a ] 1 a s . 
’ r i p 1 e 1 1 . Why did y o u v ant t o ] : c op hi. 


Mr. T: 


from going to Dallas? 


0 COI 6 V 



The Witness. Somebody v;anted him to go to Dallas 

fV • ^ . T \ 'u •. • •• f .. 

. - j- . . - ^ . 


' ■ n'' • ‘'k' ‘ "v 
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Mr. Triplett. T-Jho? 

The Witness. I could not determine \;ho . 

Mr. Triplett. I do not undorctaiid. 

Somebody else v/anted him to go to Dallas and 
you did not v:ant him to go? 

The V7itncss, One of the people \-r -2 took on the 
trip to Guatemala, Mexico, Guatemala, v;as a cue tons 
informant that had been assigned to me, tvo customs 


r. -s ■; 


informants v?ho had been assigned to me by ^‘7all^icc• 

A member of the Consular Corps had approached the v.vi f' 
of one of my men — she is an airline stov;ardess — 
i7ith a proposal to smuggle counterfei t currency and 
i| precious stones into Miami .on one her regular 
II flights. I'd contact Ernie xAracon of fecrot Service, 


1 


- I 


i| considering the counterfeit currency thing. 


16 i 


« / 


18 ’ 


1 = : 


li After two meetings with Secret Service peopio, 

T V7QS advised that customs v;ould }:c in charge and 
that I should sit down v.nith Stan Schactor and 
^• 7 a 1 1 a c e S h a n 1 e y and d i s c u s s w h a t t o do b e c a u s e t h a r 


j. was going to be a customs prohlnr:! rather than a 



n } it 


Secret Service problem. 


i- ■ 


33 ii 


Secret Service could not take over until thr r h 


ii 


I! 

2i !i 


;I v;as in countrv. 


T 4- T.7 


V7as illegal importation, so it 


would be a customs nroblem. 

ti ^ 



oGOies 


Shortly thereafter, they assigned a customs 


•y- - 'y . T. \ r?'- .-.- . 'i 
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inforrr.ant by the name of Ralph T!erna:i(.1e r. , a para tr oopc- r 
from tho Hay of Pigs, He had jv.st returned fron. 
CuatoTT.ala vrhere he had vjorhod as a princial assassin 
for the Chief of Maval Operations, 'lose Avila in 
Cue tcir-a ].a , e >: terr.-i nating people., and had just hccorrie 
under the uir.hr o 11a of custoriS as an in-^ornant. 

^■‘Ic v;ere to utilize him in setting up tho arrest 
of these people. One of the persons in volvcd vtss 
M anclo Aguilar ^’ho, at that tir>e, v'nrhinc v;ith 

Lorenzo T^all, with Lor an Hall. 

At this simultaneous po5.nt in tine, the 
Cuatem.alan government had a — vrhat thov call a 
patrol eraft, can all steel vessel that is similar 
in shape and size to a destroyer escort up on the 
v/ays at Miami Shipbuilding. These Oua temal ans , 
oosa .admiral Sosa Avila, was iri Mr a mi. avid. 

Felipe Vidal had been called to meetings on board 
the vessel up on the ways in Jliuini Shipbuilding 
yards . 

The Guatemalans had proposed that he conduct 
a hit operation on Fidel, and they ;;ouid recover 
liiiti vritlv t-iat vessel. It would be the supoort vessel, 

I nao discuss roil 3 viith Felipe Vidal as to an aviation 
in.:»ert o^. a team in Cuba. I.e \/as borng aoproaclied 


by people ];nov;n to him as his old CIA contacts. Those 


1 . T \ T* ■ 'i.' ''i 


» - t • ^ 
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contacts introduced hira to Admiral 3oca Avila and 
than, they vrithdrew from participation in the 
d i s cus r> ion s , and Vidal 5antia*jo hocanie evaaivc as to 
exactly v/h.at the operation ivas going to be, oxcent 
that it WD. s fully f un dc d , green 1 i gh t , that th e 
Guatemala vescel X'/ould be used as a support or a 

backup oase of operations to launcl'. it, secoiicarv 
2 trijce . 

A v;cek or so after that, I found that some of 
our contacts people that v/e had dealt v;ith from 
Texas, that had been dealing v;ith Tony Questa, had 

j 

come in contact v.^ith Vidal f'Qntiago and the GuatOKialans , j 

I 

This upset me no end because I felt that 1 

i| JIargraves ;7ho v;as v;orking v/ith Vidal Santiago ;iad 
somehow acquired these names or contacts through 
"iO\/ard Davis or somebody else. It v:as i:ind of a 
disruption activity v;e had faced before ’.;hcre Customr. 
v;as dogging our stops. As we would go cut the back 
door, they would come in tho front door and threaten 
people to stay av;ay from us and all this k.i.nd of 
bus i no 3 s . 
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At this 

point 

in time , 

23 i! 

i\ 

II 

II 

i told that he 

V70Uld 

have 

to 

2<L ; 

f 

i| 

1 in Dallas, Te 

1 

xas . 

This 

v;as 

23 II 

i| 

( 

1 

I Novo mb e r , or 

the 10th of 

Mo 


^mber. Just prior to tlie 

' ■ ' ^ , 4/G0i7p 

S, (CCZ oa) VDSH :no7ja»XTOD Mf ‘Moo souaaajav ' ‘ 
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IGth of ::ovcn\bcr, sucicenly militarv Tntolllqonco v;as 


2 friendly v;ith us. I had been over to th.eir offic. 

2 on nouthv.’ost Twelfth Avanue and First dtreot. 


• f V- 

i i IT • 

Triple 

+- ^ 

w L» • 

!'?ho, exactly, 

in Mi !:■ tary? 

The 

”i tnes 

S • 

It is hard to p 

inpoint these 

people. 

Th e s e 

are 

supposedly old 

^ r i e n d z c f 


- M 

^ * » t 


j Vidal .'Ian fi aero , and nov; they a^anecd to r;:eet us, 
g I The guy v;e are supposed to no vras not Lhero . To.lV,ed 

I 

I 

5 I to sonebody • e 1 s D , and v;e are standinc j r< the front 
» 

1 

IQ ! office. T.’e are not going inside, sc- v’c- are -vettin-^ 

I w - ^ 

I 

jl ! absolutely no*where, but v;e had had a p'robiem that 
! 

12 j •'^aiT'.e point in time, a railroad do tect.-ive had 

I 

» 

13 j stteiuptee to get fJatley and our people to participate 
*• 

: 

Ij I in recovering some exolosiver. un in cenlral r”>orida 

15: ' ’ o t e r p. i 11 e d that they \j c- r e 5 n v o 1 v r-i d in t '* 

,1 ' - ^ 

i! . . 

U -1 ^'^^•iJ'Oad sabotage that was ongoing at that tlino and 


Uj| 

17 

1 y 

30 

31 , 


efiiv 


r 


that they v/cre going to set us uo . i 

T7atley went to the FBI with that in f orma ti on . j 

I 

I instruclioc! hiir, to go to the rPT , that this railroa..' i 

I 

detective who had he cone nuite i <■':> d 1 pr, I 

I 

^ V -J , ’ 7 ;.is stating that there '/as '.'capons and : 

explosives eivailable in such and such ar-c-s and vou i 

would have to come in and get into description the 

3<i l! are ci . 

•i 

It just happened to be near n large railroad : 

I 

I ^ I 
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]yUt V 70 aro goinr to be unarTrocl." 

^‘Te ender^- up junt behind the roceivinc' line an 
I'ennedy talked through. 

Mr. Triplett. Mere you told to cor.ic there 
unarmed? 

The h’ltness. Armed. 

Mr. Triplett. By v;hom? 

|l 

j| The Witness. By one of the Military Intelligence 

! 

peop le . 

Ml* . Triplett. Did he explain to you v/liy he 

i 

» 

I 

thougirt you should come armed? 

The That if v;c sav; somehody and the 

I 

1 guy pulled a gun, v;c would ?'c the onl*’ ones to hnov; 
j 

j the guy, recognise him and -- I itean, it's almost -- 


;• iw is tne iiind o?. thing you do not do stand.I.nc at a 


j r.ront ucsh. or a visit to a place ■'..'here v^a arc stayiim: 
17 j ^ , 

1 I cio no L j.no’.’ tec man anc T aj'i ri^j^''. l i.i. i,hc i.vidd 1 ■ 

I 

‘3 . - 

o_ c.G L.O I’ii'.i li ill g v,;io tnc nell tnis railroac detec tive 
oy tae name of "John" is v;ho supposedly knows the 

20 

people xn Military Intelligence. 

I 

^ t I 

. I t 

^ i It is a ruish-mash of activity at the time, and 

I 

I ^ ^ ^ 

; we have this thing going on the consular c uy , cri the 
23 i 

j Manolo Aguilar consular guy, on the diamonds . T’e ax\. 
2i ii 

really apprehensive at this point in time as to 

^ c ll 

setups . 

wdkmKitBi y. {£ZZ M) VDSH :uot 30 oxxoo Xif ‘Xdoo aouajojov 
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really 

^ c ll 
1 

•1 

•l 

setups 

il 

1’. “* ; 


« 1 

,( ''vv 






::ov;, wc have gone through tl*iis type of activity 


I a hunvired times in the past v.-hero somebody v:as 

t 

i 

I saying: "Just shov; uo at such and such a place," 

i 

1 and v;e end up in jail. 


r>o all of a sudden, everybody is friendly v;i th | 

us. Everybody wants to be on our side and cooperate. 

iJe had just gone through this P.orhc busiaoss. Jomosa 

had been up here and had meeting v;ith .brtemi. There 

were going to be nev; training camp>s. T had gone ; 

• 

% 

I 

I 

through Tlashington in August and had some conversations i 

I 

up there relevant to the Cuban situation. \ 

These people v;ere nov/ telling no th.at x;hat I j 

i 

I 

had lobbied for in harch in the oast wing of the I 

i 

I 

V7hitG House and v:ith Sterling Cottrell of rhe \ 

t 

i 

State Department had been approved, and why should I I 

I 

i 

complain about it because I v:as the guy that convinced i 
tl'iem. •' 


Drive, Just Island, on the river. 


I was having a severe hassle as to all of a i 

I 

suouen sometning that I had been pushing for v/as be. inf) j 

I 

handed to Artemi on a gold platter. Tt-ese v;ere | 

trying times. i 

I 

I 

Mr. Triplett. Where were you on the 12nd of i 

j 

I 

I 

November, 1?-C2? ! 

I 

I 

iho Witness. At my home on Worth';est Morth Diver 
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Hr. Triplett. Has that vrhere you '>;ere *.:hcn 
you heard about the assassina tioii? 

The Hitnecs. Yes. It vas or. t'V' radio. T had 
trouble vith my TV. I could not goo a 


';icture on 




line. r.o T got sound. To I called -- T v;en t — 
t 'V 3 r e t/as a pay phone on the island. I ;.’ent to a 
pay phono and I called over to ‘‘iaiii Hevro to see 
if Pill Paggs v/as there because vo had had. a r.ectiac: 
a year before with Baggs in the 'liarii : 
talking Cuban business v/ith some Cuban 
Jay Mall in was there. Pill 
and somebody else. I felt I shou 
some free phones in a hurry. T w’ 

apprehensive that I could not locate Vidal Pantiagci 
Tie supposedly had gone on a hit to Pidel. "hri had 
just goiio through this Movenber ITth. th.i.“r 


at 


a i r 'jo 

X. 

r t . I 

v;as extremely 

aijg.'reh 

that 

Vidal P 

a n t i a go n i g h t 

p o s s i h 

w i t h 

son:- of 

the people th 

at a 'T 

then 

tall; iiig 

about ITenncdy 

si t u a 


i ami 

Nev7s office, | 

1 

Cuban 

. , j 

leacers. j 

Pages 

/ Jay Mall in j 

Id go 

1 

r access to 1 

"J r' — , 

v.« • 

V* I 

L. J. 
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I V7SS atte 

h i n 

to stay the 

v; a s 

there . 


i -‘-u • J r J.O 

anybody else? 
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Ivcre you a t temp ting' to locate 
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got to 

the 

% • * * « • 

' .\aiui :: 

wa.s to 

TjO z 

ter Loo” 

- *• ■«T T-' ■: 

wl - 

ch . 

X call 

d T.ogue 

' 1 ,, 

^ .4 « 

at i f he 


I said: 


Clancral ^‘l^alhcr's place. I warned T.o^uo Lhat i f he 
that if. flail showed up, to taf:c precautions, that ' 
had I " y »•; e a p o n . 

7 I 1 had already sv 7 orn a warrant out with. 'liori f 

I 

3 I on Hall, and I warned Logue he. ha.s riy woaoon . J '' \ 

I 

I 

9 I as cope on , i t and h ere is v;h at ha p. p .e n ad. "! e re i a 

I 

I 

10 ] vrhiat ir. hanpening today. 

i 

I 

n j ^ said: "If IT a 1 1 causes you any c o n c o r : ; at rd 

12 !j you better ha.ho action on the cun with whatever 
we a p on y o u got. " 

rhey guy might have flipped out. mean, th.ir: 
is a fairly in-the-niddle-crisi.s type s.ltuation. 

X mean, T am v;ondering who I hao^-^ m.av be involved. 

mean, all these con ver.s a tion s and d i ^ c an s i or- e ^ > 
people bringing thi.s business i:p , and t^'ieii. s U''"' dr-, r. i ■ 
bam, there i.na are and I am watchinc; l‘h-e t "- 1 

^.ill Pagg.s is in tear.s . T cannot even get a 
sober word out of him. So I talhed to 

Mary Louise f'Jilkcrson. I said: "^'foll, T have cc 

contacts in Palla.s. Let me use the r'.horAC and T w-| i 
call out there cand see v;hat is hanponina." 

•Mr. Triplett. Did you chcci: for Hall any othc 
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1 ro 

place? 

The Witness. Wally Welch -- I do not recall 
what -- V7cll, it v:as obviously negative there, and I 
called General Walker’s place. Kc v/ouid not corrio to 
the pljonc as far as I can rericir.hcr. 

The guy there, I think I had luet him, so I j.no.v 
v;ho I V7as tall;ing to. I thinl; I went into a descriptioi 
of Hall and naturally, he reraembered i!io . i said: 

"Do you reneiaber the other people that were ':ith me 
the last time v;e v7cro there?" 

I think the guy responded: "You moan the short 

guy?" v.’hich v/as Howard Davis. 

..Lo* L t W • ^ il imJ O X O X • . 4 . 1 1 O 


U !l foul-mouth guy. The guy that — the loud-iaouth. gu-' 

*p — 

It 

that v;a3 swearing all the tirac . " 

Ye said; "Oh, yeah." 


1 ' 


X said: "V^Wirn the General to stay a’.;ey frori i 

I 

He may be armed. Ho may k’O a psycho or some i!'. ii. 

i 
! 

This is about V7hat the extent was and I just ah. out j 

i 

gave ui- then. i 

! 

oil, I do not think, it v7as an i:our at the 
Miami Mev7S . As far as I v;as concerned, 
taken a shot and missed because I think, 
coming back. V7as the vehicles had rushed away or tiicr^. 
was nothing really clear coining out of there. 


our 

at the 

. . . T 

1 i e , 

somobod'' ’i 

•A 

am.: 

what v’as 
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As fell* as I v/as concerned, some psycho had 
done the sane thing as with Vc’alher, taliea a shot. 

Some clov/n -- the impression that is running around 
in my head is some guy get an attaclie case full 
of money, cranked off a stray round and wari licadcd 
for Geneva to spend it vrithout having hurt anyO'Ouy. 

My impression constantly was that these suclicrs could 
be ta]:en for a ride, that you just take the money and 
go crarJ: off a round within ten feet of v.’hoevcr Lh.ev 
v/ant taken care of and then go sp^nd your money 
Gomevvhere . 

Mr. Triplett. The tVv^o Cuban informants for 

Customs that you v;ere mentioning previously, v;)io were 
they? 

r.afael Hernandez and the other one 


mV, 


witness 


“ 15 II U!jed thi name- "Donalc',.” lie .■••as r-aarco racan dcscenl. 


17 j 

• ! 

h ! 

18 ! 


t- > 
1 T 


2C i 


IX 



Mr 


i! 


M 
.1 


Triplett. ilc v;as Puerto Pi can. 

Did you ever have a last naj^c for iiim? 

The "'Titness. Hon a Id. P.onny . 

Triplett. Are you aware of the- stories givpa 
a fov: months ago to the nev.’s media by Marita Lloreni' 

; concerning a trip from ^'iami to Dalian, an-! I believe 
it was witliin a week or so before the assassination 

II 

;j according to her? 

Did you ever drive from Miami to D-allas v.-ith 

i00179 
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7hc ^7i tiicr; . Mo 


r..T 


r. tt . Or Pranl' turds'^ 


The TJicncss. Mo. 

Mr. Triplett. Or a man icieii ti fy in<j hii.'sclf 
as ”0s2ie*’? 

The witness. See, v;e have another probleir.. 
simultaneous v/ith that very busy time of it veeh or 
ten days ; I ’•lad been in touch in Otta-ra vrith 
Arturo TZspaillat/ v;ho at one tiir.e had been part cf 
the triumvirate that tool: over vjhcn '^rujillo uan 
as s as s in ate d . 

One of ny people, Kolby, had been in Canada 
i t h P s p a i 1 1 a t . 

"'r. Triplett;. Kolby? 

Th e i t i-i e s 2 . K dm un d :: o ] j.) y , K - o - 1 - b - y . 

TiOl.i'vy had di r. appe ared , lo h us r.a .’, fros' h 1 c 


* f 

; 1 


lami scene and busied himself up in 'Ten’ Vor’: and 


in Canada. I had been on the p!^o_ne tcM.bip. y to Csoail! 
on a couple of occasions. he cause of a f.:u.v months 
before i;ith the hayo situation and the ^iuanciny 


for the Haitian business, I var leery of the ro.iv . 
ij the American, that worked with Pspaillat, as s 

*t - 

that miyht rip off the money from the sur^oerters and 
then give us a lesser amount. 

I felt that that had occurred from, the Caltimoro 


f t 
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rjroup on the initial Hayo financing, that five 
thcucanci, and I later cic terni ned it: ’-.’a? a connidernM 
lai*gcr nun hacl boon collected. We had only re rci vc- d 


‘I f i V o t h o u =: a n d of it. 




6 

t 

7 

S 

9 

!0 


!i 


12 

i: 


!C ' 


of it. A.n d , 

n ov: , 

T ha d ■ j o 5: t e n 

ths 

at F s r> a i 1 1 a t 

and 

t h i s A:"; c r i c a n 

had 


traveled to Dallas and v/oro in Da 1.1 an that ':eeh. , at ro. 

thif:. perturbed nc conridorably that behind 
r.v bach evervbodv I bnev; v:ar: ooinn to r^oet thio 
To ran a. 

Tony Quest a was supposed to bo roing to Dallas. 
Felipe Vidal is c o i n g to Da 1 1 a .s . 

going to Dallas. Lorenso I-Iall is going to Da]*! an. 

F V 0 r b o d '7 — A c . u i 1 a r . 

T had already v;arncd* Dturgir and Fall and the 


I Ii e a r F t u r cr i z i s 


li •! wliolo crew that I suspected Aguilar to ha a Castro 

2 ! 

- 15! a q ~ n t , 


<n 1 
in 




« I 

I / ■ 

IS 

19 

20 
21 ! 


Donarandcn, F-c-n-a-r- n-n-d-e- a ; a *!. T these o-'O’-'i 
that supposedly had guerrill<?. grex^^^r in Cuba that 
nobody ever heard of, I cons i do red thr.-r^ to ho Castro 
agents x.^orhing in league v;ith ’"nriguo ’■’oline Fivero. 

!| Here Rorl'.c di.s appears with Molina Rivero. !7o just 

It ^ 


: trracl'.ed down sor.e people that Molina Rivero has been 

I 

;j working with and found that they had been cornproiuiscd 


*■ 

: 


,j rig*xt oil uhe oeach, tnat peopre had. been captured and 
i 

'.executed in Cuba because of Molina Rivero. 
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^:l -2 aro in a bit of a turr.ioil there. 


:!ov;, suddenly, people that -- I v;as suspicious 


of !lall any V ay because I v;as f incline, first, 

Stave ’v 11 sen and Brovjn v.’ent to California. I found 


5 I out it \»as because Larry IIo\;ard had lo is L confide. 

I 

6 in Tlall and felt Call v;as ontc soiae , had V-oen 

I 

7 ii;eatinu v;ith Tirso del Junce and his 'vnolc crev7 in 
3 I Caliornia. 

I 

1 

I 

5 I -f ce 1 ■ " here I an busy acquiring ^ ire arris and 

10 financinc for tv70 of the best -- or three of the 

! 

n ! best orcani sa tions that had ever been developed and 

I " ■ 

i 

12 I all these clo\?ns that I considered to he in f cri.ia;; ts 


or agents for somebody else, \;ere suddenly converging 
on our financial connections in Dallas and e Is ei;horc . " 
|j It had occurred before v'here --- vj-iat yuselod 4;*e , 


j and I r;ad "Earned T.ogue that surriir.er. In ^act, '.’hen 


h I T v:as in Oallas vith General ^-’alh-Gr, 


. iTlloCi — — 1 1 


■s ,Tul:/ tho !th or 'fi3, I said: ""o -autiouc of "all. 

i T fiaci talking to naoole tViat ;;ot ciily that T. 


I never introduced liiri to the]:.; Hu could .lever eveui 


21 !l 


I 


I find their addresses or ’;ho the hell they were." 


"^hese are the hind of pto.^lo th. 


UJ.U net oven 


■^j *! 

ij put their nair.e in a boolc and soniohov; he v.^as cominy 


2i :1 . 


i} In contact v/ith tlien, because T 


v;as a 


little ::»erturb^.jd 


re ll 

<1 


that maybe Larry !tov;ard or one of the otVior people Lhdt 


^ 7* lii. 
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hac bean V7 or kina with us had soinohow cisccvc-red -;hc 


SOIT.3 of our contacts v:ere . 


in 
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1 

s' 

lil'.e nug 
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by Aguil 
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'•Tell, I determined frem Tlo^'e.rd DavL::, he had not. | 
I deterr'inad later by tallning directly to yeoyle I 

like hugenio Ronelio Cisneros and the people fro;ii C-th t; 
TTovembor that this character h.ad boon broughit around 
by Aguilar cr Penaranda, and it i;as more hall 
bringing them than they bringing him. 

I figured it is Customs or TPI and I think. I 

i 

made mention of that to Shanley at the time. j 

I 

I said: "I am cooperating with you on this 

snuggling thing and I am som-ev;hat perturbed that | 

these clowns thzit are probably v:ork. iiig for you guys, 

I 

I 

are running around t a lining to all these contaot.s.’' 

I 

I said: " .Are you a\ ; are that 1 1 1 a y a r c s 1 1 iv. u .1 a t .1 n g j 

1 

activity? | 

I 

’’These people, Hall and those '-iacple, arc dealing j 

1 

I 

’^/ith poog.»le that are not functional no'p. without | 

t 

i 

prooor financing. 1 

i 

*bAre you av^arc Hall and your otkior im^ormants ^ 

j 

are stimulating activity? They are not informing on * 
activity. They are agents provocateurs," rand got a 
vague response out of that, 

I v:as quite perturbed at that point in time as 
to all this activity; Espaillat, and the other guy 


' • r \ ; ■ 
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going to Dalian. 


Dolby 

had been inse 

rted into a 

** sn 

appa 

ra 

Ottowa and 

this carried 

on into Tc-v^ 

Yor’: 

and 

i; 

have you. 

Then , he v:as 

exposed 'iiidi 

the 

houn 

Ui 

arrested a 

whole bunch o 

f these pooplo. 

All 

^ “ 
w 



activitiy in going on s imultcinecus , anv nuJuanly. 
v:e \;ero being put into an arc-na tb a ■: ':o norr.;allp C.:.C. 
not deal XvitP. , 

Kr , T r 1 p 1 o 1: t . 11 h o as t h e \x .) c r i c a n t h a t y o u 
mentioned v.’ith Dspaillat? 

The VJitnccn. r.obert Johnson had been an 
Intelligonce officer for Trujillo, and prior to that, 
S o mo s a , c -Mari n o . 

Mr . 7r i p 1 o 1 1 . All r i g h t . 

1-7’icn did you v/arn Franh Dturcia to stC'^ avav 
Troir. Dallas? 

The 'litncss. I had had a "e*^’ h. arah ’’orda t*'. 
hall a couple of v’cchs earlier in DcLobcr. I ad 
varned hall about Aguilar, ^enarandca and 
nol.ina Fivera. Then, I find Dturgis i :: mussing emu- 

I would then ash Fronh Telson 
to call F.orho because I aja going tc uuarn hin thaa 
Molina is a suspected agent, Aguilar is a suspected 
agent and Ponarandea is a suspected agent. T third: 
Hall is worhing since Day One for sonoborb,/ i.n the 
L • - v ’■■l: ' 


i t h A g u i 1 a r a n d Ti a 1 1 , 
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In Lc 1 li fjoncG ccmmmity, too. 

T ar." tryiing to get the . 

c o n V i n c e cl t h e s g p g op j. e are r o 1 n < - 


If . 


•%* ♦ 




a o'-iG v'h G ro ^’ith vh 


5 

6 


3 

9 

10 
1 1 


12 ! 


13 


l:hey have got, and I :^:igure T juat i r, h it. 

Ai: Car na I an^ concerned, I art ;)urL going to tn-I] 

all the principals to watch ott tor theco clcn'nc. 

I am tried of this dogging-::y- s t eg«s routine 
becauoo f-omosn had been in, the conversations nbool 
now camps and the v/hole thing, and T am jnst really 
irritated about i-7hat is going on at th*'t noint in 
time, vrhat these clov;ns are up to, 

T had -a »’*• o 0 t i. n g V7 i t h ' ^ d a 1. r a r. t \ a g o r-. bout t } i 
going tc ^e::as and. talh.inc with '^er'ans and the who] 


Til II thing. ^T.a j.z a. little bit secretive- a'>i^ut it 


Mr. Triplett. Did you see rrtnnh ftur'';is on th 



21st or 22ncl of November, 1963? 


The Witness. 


Wo . 


xMr . Triplett. Do you have any inforraa t ion that 
Frank Dturgis v;as in Dallas in Wovomber of 13 6 3? 

The ’.7itness. My impression was tliat he was on 


his way to a meeting, possibly in Dallas or sor.iec/hc m 


Mr. Triplett 
The '‘'itness. 
Mr. Triplett 


When, precisely? 


p, 

■k . . Ca 


t o a r t i c u 1 a r v; e u . 



A.*, • ■ 'V- 
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1 


The i’lt:;c33. I7ell, I had j L cur..'-; bach fror.-. 


2 ! Guatemala aad we had met v’ith .tdmiial dosa Avila. 


'■Ic had hcen hold ever in Guatemala :Tcr Lliioo day:. 


Then, v;e came flying back. Go Lryinc 


o w t,- 


-| jIoccc of v.’hat going on an' 


' ' ^ O Vi' cl O V « O ^ 1 i C « k . k Ui w C 


'ho, ah'out til at time io wdien I ached ho Ison to call 


7 Rorl'.e and P.orke and Sullivan and. Sturgis clio\.’od up. 


I cat dov;n V'.'ith them. T said 


u. o 


tne 


d I of the game. You guys are in contact directly v/it.\ 

c i 

g 1C j one knov;a Castro agent, v/ho was v/or]:ing v.-ith ralbuc;iu 

r- ; 

Si I 

t 11 I ".rho is suspected. .Aguilar is suspected. Penarandca. 


12 i The v.’hole coterie of suspected Castro agent?;, and you 


c 12 ii people are \:or::ing hand- in- glove \:xth theiii. You 


7 4 

“* ! ’:>etter be cautious because I am puttin^. the word cut 

« I ^ - 

c 1- ; on this businec.s, and if anybody has iihe idea that 

^ ! 

i tb.ey are going to go to tliese TeMccic or L’lesc people 


' ' 1| i i i h e w o r 1 e a r. s , *' 


- I told them --* "I aci warnLiw.; 


u 

^ 1 2 
X. 


11 of cur contacts in Texas and hev; Gi leans 


- ■»- n 


:1 a t 


w M I 

^ ^ I these people are Castro agents, and you pcct=l- ro.Cuse 

^ 1 
^ ^0 1 

" • ! to sever vourself from any re la tioriC n i o tl»ese 

I 

« 

I 

- 21 !■ ^ T - »• 


Mr, Triplett. Let us take a Give minute re cess. 
( G h o r t recess.) 

Mr. Triplett. On the record. 


'I'"' i! 
i| 


2i :i 


One area I w’ant to cover 'jriofly. 


^ :t X • * ' 
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'aad been taken by one of Dr. Sierra peool.o over 
to an office building v;here they were ? uppo.'^.ed ly 
c o o r d i n a t i n c; t h i n g s , an d i n t • i c* vO f ^ i, c e a !: the t i. la c- 
wa«5 Jirtir’e, one of Manolo Deboso’''. people 
P e c o r v; h o later was involved i n ’1 a t e r g o- 1 e . 


e and "on a Id-: 


Have you ever organized or chartered a church? 

Th c Vi i L n e s s . H o . 

The only reference to that vras I heard that 
Sturgis had done that in *G3 in Chiccico. 

Mr. Triplett. In 19C3? 

The Witness. See, in 19G3, after one of the 
first anas runs, tlie arms were delivered from 
Loci; ley, Orlando DoscJi came by and some v;eapons ■.'.■ere 
sold to him. TIino Diaz came by. .'Id.o Vera, t:\e late 
.Mdo Vera, came by. Their PT boat v;as uarhed right 
in front of i-.v.* apartment on the island, 

I 

» 

I 

Dr. Sierra from Chicago .shov7r:d uo , re coirnnended | 

4 

I 

by one Franh Fiorini, and a short time bo Tore that, | 

i 

during the .Portosa visit and ivioc tings v.-i tb Artiine, I | 


This w as go i n g to be the n o ■' -a r g a : ^ 1 :: a t i o n t. Vi a t 
supposedly v.^as going to set up c-?.mps in central ".a’.e ri cc. . 
Reboso's people, Artime’s people, Dr. fierra’s peor-l<. 

j i| 

ii from Chicago and Pc-co had a separate room for 
h i ms e 1 .r that s umme r of ’63. 

Mr. Triplett. But you, yourself, have never 



♦V- 


V - V 

I . rf* 


#• ^ ^ 


. i 


to 01 8 a 


(fCZ DH) VDSH :uot303xxoo *Xdoo 



I/) 

T 


VI 


c 

c 


< 


v: 

X 

u 


1 

2 


1 - o ! 


5 


cJ 9 
* 

c 

= 10 

c 
H 
« 

= I 1 


••?>'? upon on 


12 

j 

13 I 


... -• ^ 

• ' * ‘ ■ J / 


lii . 


I! 


1 ' '' 
I w > 


1 

^ L / ? 



chartorf.^cl or sot up a church, oven on p?.;>or? 

The ^7:. t ness. T7ell, the fact is I "/cvntodly dzV. 
CieiTci vhat it was this rumor I v;r. s r 1-hac 

5 t u r tj i .s v: as a r. i n i s t e r i n Ch 5. c ? < 7 o no •■* . ”! a .:; h e a 

priest, cr x;hat did he revert to bocauss .fturris had 
disanpoarod during ’62 and then shox^’n un again in 
'■arch of '63. 

I 1. o r. t to u c h i t h hi m. t r : > c o u .1 e C’ ‘‘ i •’ o r- v h s 
up to the -suianer of '63 when x;e ’.-.’ore 
this h'aterhouse thing, the Violins 3 bn.s.in!'ss, T 
X 7 as trying to find out if tl'.is "A’as possibly a 
connection x:ith this Va thins and Vrucr 

Clyde Vininc' clenent that \-;c had rind .intero-' ti ;r-: 

m e e i: i n g s i n :i c h u r c h . 

51 o m e } :> o d y d 1 s c u s s e d that t h c y xc o u 1 d r, o v i: b x! c* a 
eah place to plot and schon-- was ins^do 
a church or v;ithin some type o”!^ a c’x i.^rch structure 
and that men. cy donated was easier to co tar x-’'>'i tc- o f 
and la u n d c r e d , i:i o n e y t h r o u g 1 1 r> o m e 1 1' •> c- a c ; : u 
struct u r o , but ny n e 1 f , I n e vo r a r t i c i t e d i n 

i 

ising a church. ; 

j 

■Vr . Triplett, Did you ever, at an'- Lime r tt-. i 
a n y p a p e r .s or d o c umc n t a t i o n i n d i c a t i. n g t. h. s f-. - ^ r. v. v-j c r c 
an o r d a i n o d n i n i s t e r ? 

T b» o ' T i t n e .s s . M o . 
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la i 

church. D 

tr 

17 

a church 0 
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18 

and that m 
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19 

and la unde 

300 7 

1 

20 

I 
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Mt- 

Trip Ic tt . 

Did you ever 

m e p. t i T'j ”> ’ *. 

rc^ 1 

1 

in kev7 Orleans v;ith 

any people? 


! 

'^he 

W i tr e s s . 

In '67-. 


t 

Mr. 

"'rip lo tt . 

Where v;as tha 


i 

The 

W i t n c s s . 

Hard, to saw’. 


1 

Mr. 

"'rip lott . 

Do you recall 

th'O a ana o ^ 

.it 

church? 




1 

o 

4 ^ . 

^Ti tnos s . 

Mo . 


t 

\ 

1 

* 1 T 

• • 

"'riple tt . 

Do you reca. 11 

the mirister 

j 

r 

a I 

1 

The 

Wi tne s s . 

Borne type of f 

un d n V- e n t a 1. i s t 

, small, 1 


r^inglo story structure. 

Mr. Triplett. Who did you ne?t v;ith in the 
church? 

The V7itness. I think it was through Labor de. 
Mr. Triplett. tlirough Laborde? 

Was it \/i th LaBorde or v'ith. — 


o I »• 

. 1 w ^ 


tiiGss. { Interpor. ing) '.’ith Labordc. 




ii dare as a CI7. 9uy and it kind of struck luo at the 


I; time, ar:i I following back into this "laii thiinc 


-e li 

i| with soinohody like LaBorde ? It ended there 
ii 


There 


\S 




}., (CeZ OH) VOSH ruoTqooxioO )Iir 'iCdoo souoaojo^ i 




.8 Coiny with LaBorde to t!ie place:-, and at this eoi:it 

I? in time in I9ff, v;e v;ere dealing v-ith hay Ian Watkins 

I 

! and th.is church element. It all turneJ. out to be 
i 

■’ i •i.':K'r. 

*[ 

j i never encountered this wish Laborde before. 
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v’as just nothing' to it. Nothinsj trinSj^ir-jd . 
!!r. Triplett. All right. 

In cnrly 19 5?, did you hevo occasion Lo no 
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1.0 0 liar V c y 0 r . \? a Id? 
The ’■■Jitnoss. 
Mr. Triplett. 

IT! e t h i • ? 


In '50, January. 
t7ill you pie ace- 


desert he hC'\/ vou 


The- Mi. tnor. 3 . I v:as in touch *-:lth the 2T. th, oT JvMy 

poop]'? for the I. OS A.ngeles area, and I had just comc 
in froi.t Mexico. At that point in oi^^o '.7]^on rii.ticta 
left, Castro tool: over the Consulate ^or Lho Cahar. 
government for that area. It Ma.s 1 oca to cl in a 
private rcnidoncc of Ilanuel Vela.squez in Mox:teroy Part, 
Cal.i f ornia . 

Only one person there I hner,; ajicl recognized fror: 
previous days, a nan by the nar.e e •" , 

T-a- p-a-n-e-3 . I think I was there every day '"cr 
about a v:eeh , having neetings with thoi::. '^hoy in^rrn..d. 
nc- that they had received a ner.sagc rren Havana, 
t h a L t h c: Cub a n vj o vo r n no n t p 1 a p. o c r rj ri n o f t h c- C ul..' :'i n •:• 
a i r 1 i n c- s , one o ^ the Cub a n • I a t i on a 1 ' i r ? i o r. a i r c r c. '' L 


v; o Q 1 d be c o r :\ 5 r i g 

uo 

via Mexico City to 

oick. a:.:) 

- ^ 

tho i 

1 

1 

me nb ore of 2Gth 

1 

1 

O f 

July so they vcould 

1 

^ly directly : 

1 

I 

i baci: to Havana v 
'1 

i a 

Mexi CO . 


f 



Hone of the 


se people really k-nov: i:;y b:ic-]:g;roi:nd , 
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1 ‘.niaL branch of service, except thaf I v/as a aarac^iu 

2 period , ana I v;as not anxious to cc into any 

3 activitie:*: or ray interests or u-hat liavo you. They 

■1 considered - - tiic one individual tiicrc coiisrdorcd i;. 

t 

5 1 as beiruj a co!it£ict Kian for arns u:id cyar piaeat and 

6 1 ’ : 1 a t 1: a v e o u . 


as d. ■ j a r a c ’i u u ^ ; w 


. • • 1 • 

U>U. V a. w-^w.« 


do I Lhinl: the third or fourth, da"' uh.'seq aan t to 


3 ! a shootiTuj incident at the Consulate •:here the 

i 

I 

j ■Panamanian Consul and the ITicar uq uaa Consul shov’ed 


- ii 


up , G US p e c t i n g th a t 

old 

man 

V e r t*. q 

UC /i , 

the Consul, 1 

was heinc: held under 

duress 

, they 

v; 0 r e 

• I 

going co 

j 

rescue him. 






They fired a fev: 

shots 

through 

the 

^ ^ A ^ ^ C<« V-* / wt 1 * 

’ t 

1 
1 

v.^ hat t r a -n s p i r e d w a s 

one 

0 f 

those r 

a r c* , 

1 

t:o- Cut 1 j.oc I 

1 

1 

in ternatien:: 1 incidents 

in 

. 1 vj ._i 0 

7'. p r 

1 

.- 4 ?■: M , ^ 


V r to II 


1 = j Daixy Mirror ana \7hat have you. 

i: 

|i 

j I !-.h.inh it v/as tv;o or throe C.i\yr. .^'’-ter Idiat 

j 

^8 I incident thiut I ohovrod up, oh, loayh-o iM no o>r toil 

I 

^ ^ I o ' c 1 o c h. in the rn o r n i n g , u s u a 1 1 v p a r h i n c :r/ v o V. 1 c 1 e d c am 

^ ^ * * 

the Ji.il] a bout a 3tloch away and wa 1 i: up in a 

i round-about vray , cutting through: a bae’pvutd to a}/proath 






' 1 e piece. 


2 i :1 

i 

23 !! 


jj I anticipated that la\/ on for cerne n t ’-.’ouldi be cn 

•4 

•1 

i| the scene somewhere taking D.icturos, and I did not 

ii 

it v/ant to be stopped and identified by anybody around 


m r ; ! . 
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T <~i -V 


I hac! ’^Drobably walked up to two or tV-.roc door?., 
a police car v;ould come by and T. v/ould r-akc it appear 
T was visiLiiuj no mo body on th:* street and then duck.-’'n 
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I' 

nj 
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thro 

ugh 

Lh 

advised 

me 

n ase 

wa 

r* 

a 1 i d 

v.'ha 

t h. 

w a s . 




C? O 7 ^ 1 o 


rv i. i 


ire. I'd just recently hee-i discharged 
a 1 i d vj h at 1 \ a V o you, and I v; a s just w o n d t ring ’.v h a t t h. i s 


I v;as not really sure. These Cubans, that since 
the U.S. was cjci.ng to recognize Castro or had 
recognized Castro as an official gevernnent, suddenly 
I v;ns going to be confronted with a situation of 
the Cubans nov; friendly with Tv ashing ton. 

"Okay. Let us get all these guys that broke the 
i 1 av7 and throv; them in the slam," bees ose this has 
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a Ire ady 

17 1 

peop le 

18 i 



you are 
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I \ 7 as a 

20 

Lhinl: 
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was thi 
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A marine ofi^icor ~~ T 


L h i n 1: wh a t ’.7 a r. r u n n i n g th rough my h e s d v* r. s : 'hi a t 
this g uy g o i 3i g t o s ay ? 

"Cease and desist," or "Go turn yourself in for 
whatever sins you have committed." 

V7hat is it all about? Am I stTcldanly going to 


Il 


■j have to deal v:ith a government official? Am I deal in*’ 



mMi 


V . T \ V . -n- - 

‘ -.J- .• ' • 
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V7ith rovolutionaries , a ncv; ravol u fiior, ary govr'rnr.ia t V , 
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•i ! 
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or am I boinc foisted on some U.S. r-mon t Oifir 


r ; ^ .. -1 


TTnro ii-: thin youn<^ <juy "itti.r.'j o*i the couch - 
'^h o pi a c C: is no t too we 11 : t . e b 1 : Vi d s a r <1 r cr- ’ : ; . 

They a r a v; o c > d. e n s h u 1 1 e r - 1 y p a !: h .1 n y s ; a ] . oat ] i b c: 
a church alcvovc. 

The any pops up and Stic’: a his hand out. T had 
already asl:ed the Cuban. I said: "•'That is his narr.''" 

I was going to get one of then — got ’lis TP card. 

I do not v;ant him to sec ne . T think I told him: 

"Get his ID. V^hat kind of ID?" 

T wail t to nee V7]iethcr it's FPI cr v;ho is this 
character? I do not v;ant him to even see i-ia , T 
an in another room.. I already told him: "i do no:, 

want to bo .seen or connected with h.in," or what hav.- 
y o u . 

n s 1: n a d of t h. at, the y s a. i d — s r’ o d */ h a d a r. 


n .s 1: n a. d 

0 f 

argument in 

the 

end T third: 

the 

got rid of 

him. 

I t h ' 

my 

an not be in 

g s u 


^ A i « b 


'!"h 5 s air' ’“as 


.sliovrn up, and I am expected to deal with h.irr.” 

I viantcd to .see his ID, and I third: as he nonnod 


up. 



I had. already had a look at his IP card. 
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1 

I thinl: mv innronsion was, boy, that 5.s about tha 
phoniest name I ever had seen. I thinh I common ted 
at that time to the Cuban. 

Triplett. For the record, what v;as the nama? 

The Witness. Oswald. 

"Osv7ald" is the first name, and on military ID’s, 
your last name is first and your first name and then 
your middle initial, like mine v:as ''Hemming, Gerald, P. 
Junior." It barely fits on the ID card. 

I am lookinc "Oswald," and mv comment v;as 
"Cl conejo" "Osv/ald, the rabbit," or "Oswald, the 
duck," or something like that. 

I said: "It is phoney." I never heard of sombbody 

having such a name. So I v^allied into Lhic room, and 
I thought he was out in the large living room off 
to one side. Vou could v/alk into the olace and go 


pe op *•: 


. • 1 • • 

^ ^ ii V •!. o t; 


to - - because of the 
stamps, the house had been arranged no Lh.at you 
could not v/alJ: into the family living room directly 


22 ■ 




24 1 


|i 



You could be 

steered right 

from 

the 

door into 


the 

small office 

that served as 

the 

Con 

sular good 

io , 

and 

you v/culd never see vrho v;as 

in 

the 

house . 



I thouglit: 

"He is not over 

on 

tli i s 

s i do . IT e 

i s 

in 

the living room," and as I s 

tOT> 

A> 

out , 

h«e is in 

th e 



alcove. He pops up on his feet and; "Yeah, yc!ah," 




"Yeah , 

yc!ah 

'V 



.cirLl 
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1 house. T Dv.\ trying to get rid of this guy. Tie is 

2 saying: "I v;ould sure like to get on that plane th 

is coTi'iing up." 

7i t this n o 5. n t in t i ra e , r.:y v n d. erst a n d i r. g is - - 
this guy has not been there but a couple of r.i.nutos 
and v;e sliovec approximately the sa.v.e time. t^here 




II 

2. *2 i the plane is coming in that is supposed, tc haul us 


c *7 iii the hell is he getting the in rornirj t: on? 

^ 3 ! I htivc just asked hin if ho snc-ak. ;> Spanish and. he 


d 

1 

9 j 

I 

does 

I'i o t . 

Nobody in the 

place barely 

s p a a k s B n g 1 i s 1'. . i 

1 

c 

• 

o 

10 1 

I am 

f igur i 

ng: "Well, th 

mmi ^ - m.* ^ / V • JL » 1 

1 

his phoney 1 

H 

C 

M 

n i 

name 

and wh 

at have you, i 

s nov: trying 

to find O' u t : hi c : : 

1 


€0 I! a V, an a. 


U !| I 

i 

t 

If i some 


in 


I 

th o i r 

17! 

1 

» 

t ry i n g 

; 

1 

18 

all thi 

]C 1 

I t 

20 

p e o p 1 c 

*) ^ 1 

- ij 

that th 

“ :i 

or have 

ii 

23 i! 

ii 

if they 

1! 


^4 i| 
:i 

Havana , 


1 n c v,i 

“lit 

in N 

i. ami vdiore 

0 r G p. 


1 f 1 ^ 

* -k- J. * 

t , D n d 

ated. 

«*>. n 

d som 

ebod.y o’as 

rv i Tt 

T ; fi 

open r. 

a ’ ■ n 

Id 

Ta 

pan 

_-s and. his 

ho 

sh 

•GO !. 

i a p i 

T' c i d.'j n t . 

0 p 1 a 

CO- 

car rg’ 

ing v;oapons 

^ • 

a n 1 

n s t 

r uc t 

the pcopl:' . 

d.o’.rn 

by 

cTible 

to 

off 

o ^ 

th a t 

plane armed 


T'7e v:ant to avoid an incident. Besides, I vras .not 
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13 

15 
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21 
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24 




ova T^o::r. 


o r 

t i n 

tro!i t , 

and 
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• • 
TO n 

T" f 1 3 • • 


i- 

t ^ 

J- .L 

J 

^ « C% 


V.* 

• .1 - J *w* ’-1 V- 

r ; 

r s c , 

T 
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T T 4^ -1 . « V 


«5« i! 


oing to got on the plane nnyvny, T ha cl 
of travel. 

* 1 r . T r 5. p 1 G 1 1 . l'7h a t g 1 n o cl i u 0 v’ a 1 .1 a a y a n cl •! c “ t 
that time? 

The 1'7 
aia got tin 

ban road ny file. He is ta lacing about 
have not told hir.i v;hat service T vae in, and X a:;; 
ashing hin, I said: "Tliese Ci-.haas said you are an 

officer.’* I^e said: ”Mon- cornmissioned officer." 

corporal on your IP card. 

That is barely a non-con^irissioricd cfP.icor." 

I aiTv really trying to get rid of the guy. T 
said: "Looh, I an' just visiting hciu'. can these 

pGOpl.o do for you?” "Oh, I 'rould lihe to go to " 

X s e id: " t7 o 1 1 , the r e v o 1 u t i o n i o v c: r . h a t. t h •: h "l ” 

do you want to go to Cuba ^or?" "^’Icll, they are 
probably going to have re vo I u 1 1 on. s ell over tb^ ul-^c:* 
nov.’ and Castro's poonl.o vjill rrch.abl'; be — " 

I thlnh .about that tino T asho''’’ hf^-. ho'*? o?. d hv' j 

I 

vzns and v/hat hi.s job v;as in the ’lari no Co'-os and th.**. s i 

[ 

i 

^•’holo business. Pq said: "Pell, T .an ov.t there at 1 

I 

I 

I 

T..TA." This hind of grabbed r\e by the throat because j 
even though T arr. vjoaring fatigues that should be 

I 

Army fatigues, how v/ould a civilian or a soldier be : 

I 

. *1 A Q O • 


u 

I Vx* h ' ■ 

5‘,r 


; -y.x 


0- - r 


•1 
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2 3 


able to interpret what LTA is. 

Mr. Triplett. Ilhat is LTA? 

The Witness. It is the "Lighter then air facility 
at Santa An a . " 

T}ie only M.arines at LTA are helicopter squadron 
or the radar unit. This perturbs th.e Iiell 

out of n*e . I am a radar operator. This guy is 
telling me I siiould l:now v.’hat LTA is, means he 


ra tor , j 


l:nov;s exactly who I am and that I am a radar epe 
and that just perturbed — then, ho loo]*s ur: and 


questioning look or tone in his voice: ""That am I 
doing wearing an .Army hat with f.rmy j ux.pv/ings ? " 

I 

I 

i These Cubans do not even ];nov/ that I have anyth.: nc 

I 

i| CO do with the Marine Corps. V.’hy is ho cues tier. no 

i! 

1 what is a cornplate Army uniform, somethin'.': liho: 

I 

I "You arc out of uniform v.^ith that hat, arc '^ou not'”' 

I 

I 

j -- v;hich tell.s me, cncc again, this clov:n I'.nov.s 1 an^ 
j a Marine Wiicn these Cubans do not even ];aov/ it. 

I 

j I did not even tell these Cubans, most of them 


I that v;ere in the iiouse before. l.'obody l-.nev.' v.diat lav 




.1 

Ij background ^;a.s It '.vas the most guarded thing I had, 

I that I had a capability of doing some th.ing in that 
j 

j area with Marine Corps facilities. 

;l 

;| .Mr. Triplett. Did he have anyth.iric; else to .say 


u. m 


at that time? 
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^:o L 


’’You are or* 


i.CC-1 VJ 


uuu 


.iO*/ are 


are you cjoxng 


-•*. 1“ r-, 

w wx « « 


’The ?7itness. I told him - 
into - ~ I said: 
you going to g c t - - 
out-of-bounds pass to go to Cuba?” 

Coe, the nurctciu — if you are luore f'ian* fiTty 
miles av/ay from your station, you had to have an 
out-of-bounds pass. I knew this quite ^;ell becaus 


u '■i* ^ / 


getting on 


I / : 

I 

I 

1 

18 

19 ! 

20 

21 ! 

» ! 

I 

i! 

23 >1 


I had hc-cn violating that for 
these planes and flying all over the place. 

I said: "Are you going to take leave?" 

I do not k n o v/ v; !a a t t h e a n s \ : e r w ;i s , ' o r i' e s p once, 
v/liich eventually, got around to, he u'as intimating 
he v;as going to desert, I said: "f'kiat is just v/hat 

I need. V7hen docs the PBI jump out of th.e bushes?" 

Here I an, an unregistered foreign agent, 
so lice ting the desertion of a nerrl.'er the Armed 
To roes. T an just walking dovrn the h. ill with him, 
practically pushing him by then. The fact i.s, the 
nent day, the day after, I called over there and he 
v; a 5 : the r o. a n d I wo u 1 d not go th o r e uii 1, : j h e h a d 1 c: ^ I 


Mr. Triplc:tt. 


24 


23 l! 



Did you have- occasion again to 
n-eet Lee Harvey Ocv;ald at a later tine? 

The Witness. Well, this same cru*' r.hf>T,rrM-T u- -t 
motel by the airport v:hen v^c flew up after we were 
arrested in Marathon. 

, ;r J V ,, . -V . i/0019S 
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p roblr-p.i^ . 

T told .^cihnar.: 


" e r c a 1 1 y cl o n o t h a v a n y I*, h i a y 
other than ITo-TTano Key to go to right no^’. do 

not v;ant to ho -- who eve r in t o o 1 3- n c ' ho hill ^ 01 - :.t 
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hotel, you or -Terr in or whoever it in — '*•. 

ant thin attention, a n d you h a d 0 p e o i ^ i e a 1 1 y 0 t t e d 
that nobody ^.:ould knov; where v'o vnore n tayin. g no ’n- 
v:ould not be bothered. tJe would vrer’’ thro^’.gh you an:, 
w’ h a t h a v c y o u . " 

There v:nr> a rather heated con vo ra a. t ior. there. 

Here is thin character that J know tren nor.owhoro, 
going drop each one of ry civ-nn , walb.ln.'" aTonnd ta.ll'inv 
to them, and I probably anted Jli. Ivor th.-it wan 
one of hin people or conpetition or vrha t? 

*' T a he a nev;n gny? T hiiov: hif^ fro’^ nowev/h o-re . " 
r.o T n top pod out, I think v^ith Thar or aver, or 
Ptovc hhilcon, Achnan, out in the ^ark. ino lot and 
I think he cape walk.ing out with T.arry Ilovrard and 
interrupted v;hat I was saying. 

X think I v;as rather annoyed^ tl\o con ve r s a tioii 




er rough. 

X d r a n 0 u ■ . n 0 • / 

:Huan 


there v;as 

a little bit 0 ^ 

£ train 




000i( 
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What did 

Oswald have to 

say? 


He said: 

'■Oo and so^' — 

I thin): 
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ne pointed to Hargraves — "said that you vere not 

allov/i.ng anybody to join your group. It has to !: o 
put to a VO te . " 
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always tho policy in iha pasl 


It had to bo put to a vote. And, I have just gone to 
everybody and nobody has anything against rta , I 
probably exploded about then. I thin’; it '.'.’as ncro or 


.v3 are 


less: "Look. Tve have just been busted, 

crav/ling v;ith snitches, informants coming out o.C our 
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ears. I do not need any 
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somewhere, and as far as 
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concerned, you a.r 
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Mr. Triplett. Did he 
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t i ?" y bi n e 1 f b y n 
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on that occa.sion? 
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'l -he Witness. Po. iJo 
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migh 

t have .said "Lee, 
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vM'.at have you, some name, 

" Lee 

, " or whatever ie 
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It sounded f am.i liar. 
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"Lee" is not a name "I 
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T 4- * ^ i ^ e • 
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that v:lll rub me wrong. 

It is 

ti fcT'.iare nur.ie to 
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only "Loos" I have ever knotni '.zero Ceir.ale, a couole 
of hookers in Me-; Orleans — but this guy had me 
irritatcci. I knev.^ him from somevhere. 

I had an incident in Ilavcina, Tobruary or March 
of '50, \7:ien Tapanes and the crev from Los Angeles 

. v/e^e in country. On more than one occasion, people 

■■ . hvl P "'T r '-'•MiifBh A 
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purporting to bo former Marine budeien o; 
friondn of l-'acdic?: attempted to eon t" ‘-t: v*->‘ t*'' 

X had not even v/ritten letters Itoi;'.-! . "t.crc was no’-o-v 
in the Cnited ftates knew whore I was, period. 

I do not t^iink I \ 7 r 0 te my first: letter out ef 
Cuba until May or Juno of '5f, and here thuse people 
were shov;ing up. nobody knot.’ I v*ar. in Cuba. I had 

i.ty unii-orm on ^ gotten a fligh. t/ *7oi:t to '^Tash.'i nc' to" , | 
Opa-Locka, changed into civilian clothios and cot or: 
Cubano flight to Veradero. Broke .my trail co.mo late Iv . 
Mow, I arn in Cuba. Bam. And, nil of a sudden, hare 
are people, old buddies, this and that. 

X am over at the palace, and Tapanes is thej/e. 

"TTey, your friend from the " t ^ ■ 

"Che one that 


He says: 


"A lot of friends in the Marines.'* 
a j| out there v;i th us in California." 

I saici: "Chore has never been anvbod" t’orhr-c 


▼ » 'r 


- 1 


il 




^ 1 ! ^ o n s li 1 a to . q f 3 ]i e r c . " 
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Here is a 


s omc ‘ch i a g else. M ow , he is in 
;j"Mhat is my nent sten? I an o 
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il->py or a daval Intelligence spv?’* 
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ulado , 
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!T avail a 
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think in 

oing to 
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pcioplcr ’'!'7h:iL cloor: ho look -To'.’ Oo you knov:?" 

" T«T r-i e* r. It t rr, ” 

• • ^ ma CA • < ^ k A • » • 

Thoro \:.-.ry o kid out at the Gan kntenio Do Ir-- Da 
Mr n a ^ e t a t v; an h a n g i n g a r o un C. i i: h u f 1 i cj h t 1 i n 
that I thought hin:, but thin v;nn n teen yo-ar 

old 7: id, never been in tho service, called hinsoTf 
"Monaco" fron Mcy Most. 

Th s van n case of g o ne b o d y s h o n y v. r , a n d I 
avoided hiii for a fev7 days, and somebody aid: ’Mloy 

cjo talk to tho guy. He is a compatriot of yours." 

I van thinking: "May, this is him." You knev;, 

the guy -- somebody has sheun; up that T do not vent 
to see. f^inally, I ccm.G over, and .It i.s a si:: teen 
year old snot-nosed kid, never bee. a in the service 
or anything. 




T t.t p r« J- ^ T \ 

^ k. Ck.i W.*J. Ali 


h inking : 
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'j >- 1 ^ 


■ o see 
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'M'Jhat do you vant -- T’hal arr you doing, '':id?" 
"Oh, I vant to fly," or v/hatever tho b'-l] it vr. s .it 
the t i me . Th o t: i u v.» as run off, as ^ a r a .s T v ^ 

' T 0^7 , t h. i s g uy is telling ’ lo i n t h c "■ a Taco - - a 


MOV, this 

o uv 

de terminod , 

to m 

Ik-ing about 

thr:t 


talk.ing about that si:: teen v^nr old kid, and J. droso.-'d 

" L i. ^ ‘ 
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All right. 
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^Tc"val In tc 1.1 i gon cc ? V?hat arri I roinc tc do; b-arn 
hii^ to the Cor.mun.i.st , Cuban rove rnraor. t? 

I arr. goia r to stay av:ay frc’-'. the clov:n. 

Bcsi.(2oS/ I had already deterniued that 'taoenos 
and. bis v/hole crow wore not in favor; that ,hos An re las 

crev’ was suspected of being informants to the 7hT 
anyvra^.^ . 

Mr. Triplett. Petting hacb to the ^ecor^ber, 10''! 
incident at the notcl, nov:, you said -harvaraves tal’''ed. 
to hir>? 

The Mitnoss. Yes. 

As T renenber, I think Howard walked out with 
the guy and wanted to interrupt r.y argument. As I 
recall, Hargraves was right there and Steve Uilson 
v;as right there in the argument with Asliirian. 

xripxett. Since tnat time, have you cli 3 cu;;scu 
the incident v;ith Ilov/ard or .Hargrave 3 or anybodv 
else? 

Th.e witness. Hov/ard brought it ui.> to me. 

-Mr. Triplett. Uhen did he do this? 

The witness. Last year; last summer. 

iiiplout. iie recalled that Lee Harvey Oswald 
was there? 

The witness. Uhile we arc driving dov/n -- I e-m 
on the Ireev/ay I v/as out there on an investigation, 

<*■ 'u4<- — ' — - 
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cuid I lacer utilised him on an iuvcs tiuation in 
central /imerica — and v;e are Crivinu do'.Tii the 
oxprecs\;ay. I thinh Hall's name car:C up, 
tal’nin^ about Hall -- not soinetliiny I am v^r^ 
discuss \/ith cinybody --- and he \/as d.rivi:l^J in ':i.-s 
car and lie says: "Hemember vhen v;e ’:ere arrested?" 

Hho is going to forget that? It \;ae a rathci 
traumatic enpcrience. The wliole scciiario. 

*iC says: "lie member the iiglit you ’'.ad \;ith .hs’inmir. 

about the TV cameras being there, '..uiitlng for us 
at the motel?” 


r 1' 

1 i. '1 

i 

He say.s : 

"You remember th.e guy 

i 

join us and 

7ent around and got the 

ir i 

\ 

1 

• 

1 in the grouo 

1 

1 

to be accepted?" 

!| 

1 i •; I s a 1 c : 

It 

If 
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"I vaguely remember." 

Id i 
1 

1 

1 He says: 

"Do you re me mb c r ’1 0 


^ •• 
4 , 


n c , I 
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said: "You hno;; v.dio it was, don't '/cu?" 

-•tGre i ij a guy tiiat doe.s not Viave a meiriory. 
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tr ^ r 

1 


ou j,nO'.v V.’ n o iL i/as > Tdhy arc you l^ringing it uo 


S -0 i| anybody ashed you about it?" "Ho." 
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f« ml, 


♦ • 17 


hat caused you to remember it?" He said: ’’T •.•■ould 


i. rather not say." I said 


Hell, ’/Isy do you a si 


•j a^-.’OUi, .Icill and now , you are ashing ahouL this 

Jr ~ 


. 1 a s 


2i :< . 



Hall ever -- " 
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an cl he cliu 


I recall standing in the bachgreun;'!, the cairtora 


swine i n g , a n r1 T vr a s trying to s t a y c u o f c r- n c: r a 


i range. A couple of his bucleiec iron. Pole ’’o '. 70 le Lh...r* 


an d 


all these pse udo-quas i iv.chstor type “ hangi 


around. It v/as the most .Ar.c ri cans I ha'’ ever seen 


i::iere 


Franl' Fnivlch. v;as there 


Mr. Triplett. TTas Jach. Ruby there at the tim-.’ 


V. ^ 

u i » 


c amre r a s we re f i 1 ir.i n cj ? 


'*’h.e tJitncps 


Yes . 


Mr. Triolett 


Do you recall the ayproy. iu'.:- to date 


13 • in 19 50 ? 


The TIitness. September, OcLobf'^r, ' j I' . 


» > »» 

I W M 

M 


Hr. "’riplett. Do you knoT; Lb o pu.vpose 'd'ct 


lo ; Jack Puhv was t’aere? 


Die .’itness. Tne only thiri'ps hCi^'penir.g thi^'''ri ’ 7 ''T'.j 


5 

‘8 I people trying to sell — people like Roninic Rerton^>, 


II what have you, were trying to sell jeeps or nircre 


i to Castro, I t’nir.l: the conversation then 7 ;:-.s ’• 


'I 

ii Belgian vr&ar.bnr. , " -- that they .jot T t.-^ < _:.n art 3 I ] 


jj end they arc getting the Dritinh planes that thc'^ had 


2<i ■; 


ij paid for and that it is alines t impossible to sell 


7 c ll 


i! American equipment to Castro at t.his time. 
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T'Thit T recall is, I hac! never soon i-.’io parti evil or 


I clrovG one one time anc’. I almost t’.'.rno'’’ it over 
Tlero is this clcvTn telling no ho r.oln t'^-oso joops 
to th? Cnban Aijr Force. 


^ 1. t 
lO i 


17 * 


18 

19 


Fore 

e hed and 

sore 

used . 

Tt '-’as 

n 

jeep 

the Font 

Office 

oors 

on ■: t . 

t 

1 


’ 1 
1 

Mr. 

Triplett. 

Arc you 

tall: 

1 n 

nbou t 


Pubv? j 

1 

10 j 

t 

'T’ho 

h7itnoss . 

Y o e 
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i 

!, I 
1 

1 

Fe 

was to me 

-- I gues 

s he 

vas 

a Je"-' 

rom 

1 

1 

’2 * 
•2 1 

1 

Ch i c n go 

-- and I 

am thinhi 

nr' : 

"Ye 

ah , T 

c o 11 1 d 

1 

i 

have ! 

1 

13 i 

Ij , 

I 

1 

hilled 

1 

ny self in 

that jeep 

been 

u. s e. 

oF th 

is guy 

" 

* 1 
J 
1 

: 

1 •• ’ 

1 

1 

1 and hou 

ho is — 

here , he 

doe s 

not 

h. n ov' 

Mo rear: 

• 


ii Could not even send a telegram to Fidel at that point 
in time because of the fiasco of the Tr ini dad affair, 
the Trujillo thing, and hov; close Morgan came to 
getting axed on that particular venture. 

Here these pvionle arc shov;ing up every day, findiiu 
their v/ay to Morgan's place to t'.\e ^.^oiat f'*at I -.’as 
v/aiting vjhen they v/ere going to shoot up his place 
again. It is going to be full of those tourists and 
\/hat I call feather merchants, 
v; i t li feather lue r c h an t s . 

I thinl: I raacie a couple of choice coi.u:icnts about 

mM) [;t. s; dd.: 


30 

31 

«i 

t! 

33 i 
I 
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lO 
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20 

21 



the 

jeeps 

an d 

Morgan, I think.. 

referred to Dartone • j 

”ne 

care f 

ul ab 

out Dartone. He 

, . • . , i 

'./.IS tnc cue './run 

Dias 

Lan 1 : 

and 

r i 0 r i n i , trying 

to sell ridel all eheee 


o L : ’i C: r i ^ c Cl 7 1 


j uni: ai rp 1 nnc f.: . ** 

I 'ca? -juiLc faiiiliar v’itl'i Ll'.at cijcrc.tic; 

Hr. Triplclit. Do you recall an 

Jach Duby or cccaclonc ’'-'cre you ca': 

• K sL ^ • 

The ”itnc:£u, I thought, i:! thi -2 point in tir.ic, 
there v;a£> guy that looked quite a bit like 
Jacl: Ruk-y , tiiat called himself Dob Drov7n Iroiu -roledo 
Re had come ctov/n v;ith a guy that called hii.;eelf 


Dob McCoriaicl: from Toledo and 


1 


uney v/erc Jioy.-oou enumr: 


of Ilorgan. 


They v/ould talk about the days that Ilorgan laid 
a toi:u;:y--eun on the bar in Toledo e.n*’ t’^oy had an 
uproarious time and they shot the vi.iidoma out c"" 
tlie bar, and all this h.ind of h'Usines.s. 

d.s I re Cell 1 it, Clete Hob'ertc '/as tViere doing t’:*' 
interviev/. I had just come up LIil: el-vatcr and eh:.: 
bodyguards are all over the place. 




■ , f. f~ 


Morgan'*: bodyguards is here. Did fourteen yccirs in 


t n. e s 


Me:: lean and he vs 1 



laia dovzn there. Tie is 
up here no\/. Tic v/ac there, too. Me came to knov* 
everybody that visited Ilorgan because he \/ouId cake 


« • 

1 . V : ! I •: 
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US G 1 e s s 
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a golf CO 


23 


24 :l 



I f-.hin!: al'*out thr-t time a dincu~r:jion o'" t’"'. eso 
that r>o3. cl, but Lhc-"c V'jro r.olC. to a 1 1 r. t -i . ! 

Th C: y re n o t. s o 1 cl to Fidel. 

somebody ri o^jcd o.ff Fatista end I e c-'uc^:le c:u'. 

o d th a t . Th e a e jeeps ue re coeip 1 c- 1 :i ly 

anything oiccept putt, putting around a golf co*:rs 
or around the air base, period. 

You CO u Id not haul any t h i n q i n th c ta , a n d J. lua 
soir.ebocly uith some l:ind of imilitary bach. ground. I 
thin!: Morgan brought no into the conversation as 
to ^7hat I thought of different typos aircrafts 
and different typos of vehicles and particularly, 

I 

j 

the jeeps :*rith the big sliding d.c'.-ors th they had ! 

( 

a t t h c* a i r b a s e . i 

i 

I 

As I v;onld respond, I did not noh.c tec ■^avorablc I 

« 

i 

r 

I 

of a comment on these vehicles, a’'d t’: i s .-•i-:’* »’-»s r.r';u-"i 

the point. "his could have been Fn!:y. T thought it i 

I 

was Fob Frown through the lights, end it ^eas net. ! 

i 

i 

Mr. Triplett. Tdho v;as 'Icrgan's bo 'v,' guard? i 

The Tfitness. Carlos Fecro Osorio ^venso, Vnonn*! j 

» 

as FI cano . ; 

j 

j 

Mr. Triplett. Is he around? i 

f 

4 

I 

'^ho ^’Utness. He vrent bach tc --Grico and I believe i 

h e i. s bee f. h ore n o v; . I! e v; a s re 1 vS a s g d - - oh., it h a s 

1 

been t^/o years now. I inaginc h'^ is still a. ro’ind. ■ 

•• •!• - “! -,^1 -r; 1' V . 
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*!r. Tr.i.;:- 10 1 1 . To your bo^t br.c.O “ ■“-j c , ^ry i 
?. r o u r. J t o ^.»n no ? 

■^h c i t n n «'* n . V c 55 . 
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guy on 


T 0 'ho 

f 0 ~ 1 0 r ■ 

T' a r V c c n 0 u late 

th in g , 

T ^ 0 ’ •• n d 

t- ^ i"' ) ' ' r ^ 

had not 

nnon since 1171, 

I ran 

5. r. >: 0 b 

about t 


T'Toobn nc'o, T^o V7<"i55 the. ony thnt o"‘nnr;'^. the- coot ’^■yh.'-n 
tb;:j nhntn ^nnre '^irocl and wa55 the guy that nr.oVo with 
Os' 

Mr. Triplett. Nho is that? 

The Witness. I am going to be dealing v;ith hlr 


;t.t n J p 


• 

cr 

• « 1 

" ii 

shortly . 

He is 

involved w i t h t 1 e " i I! C 

imm- 

p ii 

( 

1 

Mr. 

Triplett 

7:11 right. 

Z 

«/s 

se. 

Id i 
1 

i 

but 

y 0 u c an , 

at some later time. 

Urn 

0 

15 ^ 

n a 1:10 to 

our inve 

s tigators? 

U 

16 i 
1 

1 "Tie 

hi tness . 

Ves, but it u'ould I 


«/l 1 
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1 ! 






:l 
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LO Lliia guy right in the middle oi lM.: butinceu 
is going on novv. 

M r . Triplett. I un de r e i: an d . 

Th.e V.’xtnejs. i;ut I iiad a little chut \.itVi liiu. 
about the Consulate and what occurr.;d there and what 
have you. I had run into him Lac]: in 1171 and got 
around to the old days and where I had oecn him belor.. 


ns 'I 


!• j '1 



and some other business and this incident, I-.ey biscaya- 

,, ii #•» .i 
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t 


^ inciclGnt, giirrison, fresh in my mind. I thought: it 
^ quite a coincidence that where I haeeened to be pulling 

^ security duty, this guy v;as an eiaployoe. I am just 

^ gctti:ig tired of these coincidences and people shcv.-lng 


up and what have you. 


So once I established v/ho he v;as , I 


T_ 1 


and got out of there as fast as I could because I 


thin’: about that same v/ec]:, r.#/bcru h . brov;n showed 
up v;ith anoth.cr guy at that place of employment. 


which was casual. I guess scinebody told him where 


I *;as './orbing and specifically. 


tail.iling about 


tne TCennedy assassination. 


I mean, two things li’:e that simultaneous 
a little bit too much for me. 


li 

*1 

.1 


Mr. Triplett. 7vll right 
Wiiat macic you suspect tliat Balbuona \/as a Caserc 


tl 

b I! 


agent? 


T n e * ■; i t .n e s s . I did not. r. a y o d i d 


Mr. Triplett. TTno? 


The Mi tne, 


ay o . II e v; a s c on v 1 n ce 


I 

• ♦ t ' 


Mr. Triplett. Do you know what it v;as that cauce-’ 


bayo to have that conviction? 


23 i! 


2i !i 


My impression then an 


'-I b U -L ?L 1 i 


3 that 


just t]ie fact that P.alb 


uena 'wa: 




rnri^ue I'olina r.ivara in his home one; •iclina Rivora 
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per.uOnnoT . TTin brother V7a<5 one oT li’io 'iropi-ior; i^n 
t h f} P o y of P i y s . !! o ^ 7 a so r. e h o vT. y t ''at h a P r. a r a c b. i- 1 ■':•• 

into Cuba quite frequently aiid haP. a : ■..•ypeP ?. 1c<t 

o r r> up p 1 i. c a }' c f o r e t he P a o ^ i a e o y - ~ r a i o . 

: : r - T r i p 1 o 1 1 . Are y o u a v’ a r c <:• f a n y t r :l p t c 
Dalian in lPf3 .macle by !!itch '7nz*b.:'ll? 


’Tf'U ,r» T'.7 1 1“ S’ ^ mt« ^ „ t. c* * — 

111— • ... u I— 1.. . .1. i 1 1.: T. li C i. .1. — i_ ; i j .S / 




V ' 1. 


fiOYO into Pifth ftrcet unti: Pecerb«.^r o'* '^3, ac 
this in iinnediately after the anna - ~i ria Dion that 7 
net -rerbell. 

yr . '”ri7?n'-'tt. You did not ’:nO\' hi:.V ’“rior tc 
this incident? 

T.-ia ^7itner>3. I did not hi') O’’ orior to ^''i.at. 

Pr. 'triple tt. tJhcn and ”hc-ra di<' -cu first 
?.e e t Pern a r d o d e To r r e .s ? 

""he Titnars. At the Military T ii Le " i yen o^fie-* 
■)fi ^t!' 7-. venue and PiOutlVu’c.": t Pirnt t i.'c I , j 7 ;t s- 

lu.or.'er Iff 3 . 

Mr. j: 3 n 1 e 1 1 . 17 h a t V7 ore t ’ o c i. r c u '■ ' t n c :i .n o f 
-hat rec'ti'^*-? 


(■ V,% f- • 

-1 t • . V. I -I \ 


:one bus? ness rnlovant to Pcliye Vida! an;l the 
1 Li a t e ir. :i ]. .r. n P C , p a 1 3: o 1 craft. 

’■r . "^3- ip left. You and de Perron ^.’ero both a.ol.<.'d 

:.o CTO t.here? 
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'h e i t n e r, ” . No . N 3 r ^ 


H -TN >** 


’•:h~r T f;ol: 


2 I thou';;ht ho \:orkoa there. I h c'5 c'’ ’.’orh 


3 for hiri, bvit ho ’-rno bohinc^. the foo!:,. o i',c cot'o c.v‘: 

i T’ic-?i, r a pi (fly, Z \jclz tclcl: *'^’c f^oc-o not Tnnrh hori. " 

I 

S by the ouv that I on dec. up n ten din-;; n the t 

0 office, I: ry iro to ctcer nv t n n t c ■'. 1. o c ' t-j’*'. r r i •:■ 

7 cou’d cb.a'f:, ■^i. nd out V’hy , ^•.’hnt in c.-oir;." or . t’’-, 

5 I is h 0 o o n 1 n r: . 

I - 


'ri.plott. Are you ov7a.ro ot m" trion r:,ido )' 


10 I ^.ernardo do 'Torres to Dallas in 

» 

'httness. My only concern in Dalla.s v.’as that 
*2 people v/ere approachinci ny financial ocurce.s. Tron 

I 

1 

I| coincrb G j. the clobe, they v/ere cou vci'e’ iucj oii 

j| 

•- ij i^^ople that had ro.npondcd f avorcd'-l-/ ivi the ‘jact 

! - j. 

11 :: financially. 


;i 


il 


•dr. i^ipj.Gut. hiicn an c \/ .1 e r a ».* 1 c ■/ o u first r::e 


1" I Marita Llcrena? 


The 'Jitnejo. I thinlc Peres J i:;.i ne ' house on 
Tree Drive in 11G2. 

Mr. Triplett. That v/ould have her.:. 1,. :hiai:;l:* 

The Mitnesc. Miar/M Deach. 

V'v • .. 7 . . 4- TT^,, „ • J. .V. . . _ 


IS 

i 

! 

20 
2J I 


-.r. Triplett. Mow is it thee /o.. i.it her? 


23 il 

I 

II 

^ 7 -> ^ 

. : CL 

It a social gatlierin<j? 

24 il 

il 

The 

i t n c . I e v7 a s not a1 

.a 

il L’ue 

.! 

• » 

•y t 

» 1 T f * 

ali 

h 0 u e , D r 0 0 il s , 1 1 1 \ n ii 

j| 

6' \.L^ 


■’■ *h ] -A V-yh-yv- n- . 
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25 


^ ^ 


was rJrookG hat?, a house no::t door. 

nr. Triplett. IThat was the p'urposc of any o 


that 

LiO C 


J. li U 

ho me 

rr 

• • ♦ 

next 

doo 

» • 4-0 

W X W . 1 

Z'IcL 


f- r> 

. 11 ^ m 


Wxtn< 


TTcll, Peres Jizdnoz was ncL 


v; i f e was at h o tag , a n a I t h i : i ’ : ' : c \ i c 


• w i * C 


caused 

^ A i ^ >T> .L < 

\;e v/er 

dis cus 

sing some. 

: •: i n d 

take a 

dvan tags 

of the 


”e was 


iii w ‘w -L — 

use in sono -lina of 

business "./ith. ncLaney to take 
ve a»cre on the Teach anyv;av/ in that area, 
on Alton Road, and what have you. 

I think I suggested to Davis that we stop hy 
PJ's place because our food allotr.ient h;ad run out. 

Mr. Triplett. Py "PJ's place," you incan 
Peres Jiniinez? 

T/i G T 7 i t no G s . Right. 

T’ae v.’liolesaler had cut ur. eff as far as — v'o 
\'ore oaid up ^^uartcrly or scdo tiling arid it had ru.i 
out. 


T.T.. 

J. . . J. . 


•-J .. r j. 


stud: in rr.v mind 



Triplett. So you v;e:it to r.ieet M.arita Lloren 
The witness. Mo. If that was her, ^:he was 
pointed cut to me as the guy's girlfriend, as I arr. 
accuGtened to knowing that they all l*ave a 
stuck away Goiucv;bere. It probabl’j' 
because the guy is operating close to home that this 
bald-headed old geezer has got a young, tender 

..... ^ ^ ^00217 ■ 
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girlfriend living next door. 

ily n s n ur.iy t i on v; a s it is a n e :: i: d o o r n e 1. y h It o r 
something . 

*!r . Triplett. Who introduced you? 

The Witness. Later. At a later date, I L’'. I nl 
somebody commented on v:ho sl^e v.-as , and this van 
same girl th. at had been involved v’lth ridel ant 
’./hat have you. 

It v.’us explained to me v:ho she ’/as. 

*Ir . Triplett. Who introduced ’"ou? 


*1 , • T • p r- 


same* cir 


-• ^ ^ A * 


The Witness. I think it vrar: C 


oeo. 


n v“ £2 f 

.»» iMii. %»* W / 


^eres Jim'inez* right-hand nan. 

Wr . Triplett. Do you kno;; any peirsen.s thac go 1 


name "El 

Indio?" 

^7i tno s s . 

Cubans; Mi am 

T r i p 1 e 1 1 . 

/Any persons 

t name . 


Witness , 

There has !:-e 



i-j X . X X X ; j L . / vii y p e r 3 o n r: n a u s C’ 0 vo r t f . :i t ■'i a v'..- 

u s e d 1: 1 \ a t n a r.ve . 

The Witness. There has a lot o " ohem. 

hr. Triplett. Quito a fe”? 

The ^-’itness. Ycr., Quito oTt-ji;, t is some'-^odp 
referring to t h e g u y and he b. a s r, o t a. d opt o d t ’ ■; a t 
nickname ^or his o\7n use. Individuals that vould 
identify themselves as "El Indio"? hone. 

Mr. Triplett. IIov; about refining that yuesti.on 


The ^^itness. 


the guy and ho ha^; not adopted tha 


i 0.1 e . 


dov;n to witliin the year of 19 C 2 or Idfl; people thau 

*v . / , ■ -- t-v ^ ^ 

......j — ii_ 
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V* o n t h y t a t n i. c V. n a rr. e ? 

The tnoa::. '-Jell, these 


are 


to the I'.ian . Ho Is not usincr it h iuir. el , 


-’r . '^riplett. TIov; about scniebo-oy that usee th-. 
n ar.’.e h i >n self, " 71 1 In cl i o " ? 

Th e ’^•7 i t n e s s . None. 


'•*r, Triylott. ITow about sonebofy 
reforreh to as ’'ni Indio"? 


The T7 i tne s r> . Cuban fish o rraan . 


Mr. Triplett. Cuban fishernan? 


Th 0 T i tn o 3 s . Yes. 


^'Jho IS c Oil St 


Mr. Triplett. 
The Mitne-rjs. 


Tk ^ 


p e c i f i c Cuba n i s h e r :e aj : ? 


rpi. 


nere is one T ran into. TIo 




a f f i ]. i a t o d i. t h G i t o del V a ]. 1 o 


. k 4 


Ir , '^riplott. Do you b.non^ oT any Intollincnce 
01 fleers til at '.’ere roincr bv th'' n.sv.'- T* hT*-" 


’^cre constantly referred to a.s "Tl 


The <-»’ 


itness. Me. 

The only tiire I dealt vith thin In.lio'' r’u^.a- 

fisheriuan ’.:as at -- there is Tote Masi’:c*. ^’is old 
1 : un 5 t h e U r. d ve r s i t y of M i an i . TT . 

|| of the University of Miami. Peter Masibo. 

ij 

!| T - 3 . — 7c— o . Tie had a boat doclc or. '"^or Lhv’c s t M 

|i .. 

it A ve n ue a n ci Tli 1 r o C t r g c t . ’’ s , . 1 - a .-v ^ tt t ** - 

^ v.i ^ • V CL \ t 

!t 


— .» cl 


Iso a dir -IS to:: 


;i 7:cpt one or more of hi.s boat.s. 


7 T- V-r- ■ ; 1 - 
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IS 


n T I 


This: In nncl cI'T^I Veils' v.’en dvr cl ir* 

• rn:: burn:’ 


I ' 


•.7 


<f r 1 ‘'7 u 1 1 n , r. n. -f chin 


and c*!el 

Va 

ve t tin g 

ve 

them and vr 

, probe 

bly 

v.’orb ing 

\<i i 

• • 

1 tN 

> i i 

cju 


\ t ^ “ V : V c r . T" V •/ r r. 

rocinr^"' or rn o I’/h-'' r , ’nrobebl's for fhin c". •:' .".•'’vir. r 


’•"on 1 C ';:"' i IV' 


A. T-,, r, J. 


r'' ' n -IS 00 


or.o 


o I? i n 


Id o e b n 


» T ■ 


^ri-1 -^tt 


• ^ 




.- ’’’i ^ 


np. n r r o 


T’ovr abouL r~ 

no, 

'!r. Trinlc’ct. Do you Icnos: 

Devic: .Tore lor? 

"I’hc. tnonr, . Drvici Cnboorr, bub ml r 
Davir? "'orrlcn. 


' r i o 1 o t b 


r< 1 -n ’ 


- f o \-7 about n m r: o I ■ i r ’: yj on hr; 

,i d 0^7 n i r. the V c v , a r ’ o : : i c n r.-T^y-'cr i c p p h o ^ 

a r. f 1 1 1 o !: o ’-f i h t: h c C I -b ? 
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